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Tammy [ and Dillon King Take
Titles at 1995 ETVC Cotillion

by Cindy R. Martin

Crowd favorites Tammy
I - ¢ Dillon King were
named Miss and Mr. ETVC at
the 11th Annual Cotillion, tak-
ing the coveted titles over a
very impressive and well-bal-
anced group of coniestants,

Ms [ :nd Mr. King
succeed Lauren Renee
Hotchkiss and Francis Vavra
whowore the titles of Miss and
Mr. ETVC 1994 with great
aplomb in the last year. The
two winners were selected by
judges Betsy Bell Ringer,
Doris Robinson and Sherri
Webb.

Produced by vice-president
Lisa Maxwell and directed for
the second year by JacquiJJJ
., the show featured nine con-
testants: Robin[ili] Sandra

Larry Brinkin was given our
Friend of the Community
Award for his unstinting advo-
cacy of transgender people in
his role as a staffer at the S F.
Human Rights Commission.
Thoughnot transgendered him-
self, Brinkin was our tireless
champion at City Hall, and a
key player in getting the new
law to the 8.F. Board of Super-
Visors.

Supervisor Terence
Hallinan anthored the new law
and mounted an impassioned
effort to get it passed. With
little to gain politically and
much to lose, Hallinan champi-
oned our cause to his colleagues
and rallied their support. For
his efforts Hallinan was given
our Community Empowerment

I Chariene Hunter, Mr. Award. In an electrifying
King, Ms. . Heatber . speech that brought the crowd
Lambom, Sandy [} Pan SWIFT SILVER PHOTO {DENISE to its feet, Hallinan called upon
I 2nd Tedra Thomsen. us tocontinue our battle against
Ms. [JJifwas First Runner- Miss Etvc 1995 Tammy R ond thediscrimination both hereand
up and Ms. Thomsen Second MrETVC 1995 Dillon King in other, less enlightened,
Runner-up. places.

Staged on January 28 at the Russian Center in San Fran-
cisco, the Cotillion drew a large crowd of more than 320 who
watched a dazzling display of beauty, talent and wit that also
featured presentations honoring three people who have con-
tributed mightily to the cause of transgender civil rights.

This year’s Community Leadership Award went to Kiki
Whitlock, chairperson of the Human Rights Commission’s
Transgender Task Force. Ms. Whitlock was a major driving
force behind hearings that led to the enactment of the transgender
civil rights law that took effect on January 30, 1995 in San
Francisco.

Two other great friends of our community, State Senator
Milton Marks and his wife, Caroline, also graced us with their
presence and kind words of encouragement.

Each year ETVC honors those who contribute the most to
the success of the Cotillion with the Joanna Caron Award, This
year the award went to Gloria Peters and Cathy{ o
their volunteer work in creating the outstanding Cotillion show
program. In show awards, Ms. i} was named “Miss
Congeniality”, Ms. [} took the Talent Award for a
spectacular hula, and Ms. Thomsen was named winner of the
Active Wear Award for her unique Wonder Woman outfit.
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EDITORS NOTES

Francis Vavra

1 just stepped down as the first Mr, ETVC, but as
stated in my departure speech, I'm not stepping
away, so here I am as the new Editor of The
Channel. Our busy secretary Jamie Faye
co-produced the last issue, and along with
Ginny Knuth, is assisting me with this one.
Another FTM editor! I would like to thank
Kevin Horwitz for the great job he did on all
the previous issues he edited, The vision ]
have for The Channel is seeing more dialogue

between members of our organization, in print. What
are you experiencing in your lives around gender? I would like human ingerest
stories, letters to The Channel, new regular or guest columns, as several con-
tributors have recently had to drop away. (‘Night Man’ will continue as long as I
have material). if you have an interesting story, happy or sad, please send it to
me; or contact me at a social if you would like to write a column, review a book
or gender event, or interview someone (see Kevin Horwitz' interview in this
issue as a good example). Hoping to hear from you! Address correspondence to
“Francis Vavra”, P.O. Box 8182, Berkeley, CA 94707,

P.8. I was deeply touched by everyone who congratulated me on my year as the
first Mr. ETVC at the Cotillion. I don’t cry easily now, but I broke down the
next day and want you to know [ love you all; I am truly blessed to have such
friends. I now have a successor to carry on the “Mr.” tradition, but I will still be
around, kissing hands, which is my tradition.

Letters 1o the Channel

Editor:

I would like to extend my highest
compliments to Lisa Maxwe!l and her
staff for the unfathomable amount of
hard work that went into this year’s
Cotillion. My atiendance this yearholds
special significance, for as I am in the
finishing stages of compieting the Rec-
ommended Guidelines for Transgender
Care, I was in the company of personal
friends and assistants whom I took (o
the Cotillion as a gesture of apprecia-
tionfortheir hard work and unwavering
personal support. We truly had an
enchanting evening!

On anothernoig, inpastyears ETVC
has had the repuotation of being com-
prised of a very tight knit social circle.
This year's continued inclusion of and
warmth extended to all transgender in-
dividuals, with special recognition of
ourhighly valued FTM, African-Ameri-
can and Asian-Pacific Islander com-
munity members, sets the stage for much
needed healing and empowerment. We

should not “only” thank James Green,
Tammy [}, Doris Robinson,
Sheri Webb and Kiki Whitlock for their
individual endeavors, which whether
we are closeted or not we benefit from,
but also extend to them our deepest
respect for bringing together fractured
segments of our community.

Sincere Regards,
Gianna Eveling Israel

So Near and Yet So Far

As Halloween approached, 1 labored
on my costume at my sewing machine,
Earlier, dreams of a lavish gown had
materialized with shivers ofexcitement
tingling on my bare shoulders. Too
expensive. During some private scs-
sions I pushed and pulled, stuffing flesh
and found that I could create a swelling
which resulted in noticeable cleavage.
Tall and thin, I've always possessed
shapely legs, and a flash on TV of a
Dalias cheerleader made up my mind.
A pair of white short shorts from Ross,
appropriately padded, looked great,



Hours at the sewing machine produced a
satin, royal blue, long sleeved blouse
that tied with two long tails in front.
More sewing yielded a petite white vest,
fringed, with blue stars. White knee-
high boots finished the outfit. Blue and
white pom-poms, long red fingernails,
carefully applied makeup, and I was
ready. Or was1? Excitement was tinged
with fear as the day approached. Could
I do it? What would my $.0. say? Her
daughter lives with vs and knows noth-
ing about Jo Anne. My $.0. fears my
discoveryand dislikes Jo Anne, although
she was aware of her existence before
we married. For years, I dreamed about
each Halloween Ball, and felt empty
when it passed without me. The day
before, I drove to the Dunfey Hotel and
inspected the parking, the entry, the ball-
room. Intown, I checked a few motels
and felt satisfied with two. It could be
done!

That night, 1 steeled myself and men-
tioned it to my S.0. A pall hung for a
moment, ker head shaking, asigh escaped

Continued ...see Letters, page 6

n (/]/(.Ema-zy
Ellen Summers

On December 17, 1994, Ellen Summers, after a long
illness, passed away quietly in her home in Portland,
Oregon. Ellen has been a dedicated member of the
transgendered community for more than twenty years.
She was co-founder of the Northwest Gender
Alliance in Portland and a member of IFGE’s
Board of Directors since its inception. Ellen has
also been an active member of ETVC since
1986.

In 1991, this extraordinary lady became the first
recipient of IFGE's Trinity Award and in 1994, she
became the eighth recipient of the Virginia Prince
Outstanding Service Award. Her many acts of love
and caring extended to those of us who were fortu- 3
nate enough to know her in ETVC. Ellen Summers y
will remain in our hearts and our history as one of the most belnved members of the
transgendered community.

A memorial fund has been set up for Ellen with contributions to go to IFGE’s Winslow Street
Endowment Fund. A grant will be presented in Ellen's name at the Coming Together
Conventionin AtlantaonMarch 16, 1995. Ellen’s wife, Pat, will select the purpose of the grant
and the recipient, If you wish to contribute, please make your checks out to the Winslow Street
Fund, and send it to: The Ellen Summers Memorial Fund, c¢/o IFGE-WSF, P.O. Box 367,
Wayland, MA 01778.

After the Battle of Britain was won
in World War II, Winston Churchill

President’s Message
Jane Kamper Bentley

member of a ricial minority, perhaps you feel that ETVC is just
for white, middle class people. Get on the Executive Commit-

tee, as JoAnne [ lllland Evete G, and add to

our palette. Dissatisfied with the club’s general direction,

said “It is not...the beginning of the
end. Butitis, perhaps, the end of the
beginning.” Our new civil rights law
in San Francisco is not the end of
prejudice, It gives us the tools for
victory. Now we must use them in a
battle against ignorance and bigotry.
Instead of bombs we use words, Instead of hate we use love, as
we go out to schools, jobsites, police stations, hospitals, colleges
— wherever people need to learn about our new law and to learn
about us. That is, everywhere. Sign up with the new
Transgender Task Force, which meets 5:30 p.m. every fourth
Tuesday at 25 Van Ness, eighth floor conference room. For
more information call Larry Brinkin (415)_

Elections for the 1995-96 Executive Comunittee are only three
months away. First, though, we need nominations, New to
ETVC? Never served on a committee before? Neither had our
current Vice-President, Lisa Maxwell. Think of yourself as too
far out of the ETVC “mainstream?” Francis Vavra, as an FTM,
is on a stream going the other way, yet he’s made a distinguished
contribution as Education co-chair last year and Qutreach co-
chair this year. Too busy? I challenge any two members to be
half as busy as our Secretary, Jamie Fay Fenton. If you're a

disagree with certain policies? Run for president! Nominations
will be held at the March 23 social.

ETVC’s logo is getting a facelift. Ayme Kantz’s entry in our
logo contest (remember the logo contest?) was the unanimous
first choice of our judges (Geri Bill Jones, Cindy Martin,
Joe Pulido and Melinda Whiteway), needing only minor
refinement to be completely satisfactory. I'm writing this late in
January, so I'm not sure if we'll have the final version in time to
display on our cover. Thanks to all who entered, also to our
judges and o our judge coordinator, former ETVC Secretary
and DVG co-anchor Donna Freeman. My apologies to the other
finishers for not listing your names, but [ don’t know who you
are yet. We'll see that you get your share of fame next issue.

P.S. If you hear a rumor that Ayme is using her $100 prize
money as a down payment for facial surgery to make her look
like our old logo, remember that [ didn’t say it first.

The next time you're shopping for a product or service, please
check to see if it’s provided by one of our advertisers. The
money these fotks pay for ads pmvlda;‘s & hefty percentage of our
publishing costs. Patronize them and tell them you read their ad
in the Channel so they’ll feel encc&u;aged to keep supporting us.
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Special Fvents

ETVC Mid-Month Dance Socials
Wednesdays. March 8th and April 12th

These events offer the opportunity to socialize in a smaller group
setting. People who have attended say they have a great time!
Dancing is available, so come on down and party if you are
looking for something to do on a Wednesday evening. Upstairs
at Kimo’s * 1351 Polk at Pine, SF *8PM * Free Admission,

Education Seminar: PFLAG
Wednesday, March 15th

Continuing our efforts to expand ETVC’s association with
prominent and interested organizations, we invite you to come
meet Julia and Sam Thoron, local representatives for PELAG
(Parents and Friends of Lesbians & Gays). This well-established
national non-profit is keenly interested in providing much-
needed support for parents and friends of lesbians, gays and
bisexuals, and recently have begun to express their need in
expanding their understanding and services to the transgendered
community as well. Having this referral available to ETVC will
further strengthen us as we continue to provide vital information
to our community. Please come and give us your input. Kimo's
* 8 PM * $3.

Leather and Lace Nite
Thursday, March 30th

Come on down and have a fun evening out. Wear leather, wear
lace, or wear both. Come see — no, YOU be the show! Theme
door prizes. Eichelberger's * 2742 17th §t. @ Florida , SF * 8
PM * §3 Members, $3 Guests.

Educational Seminar: A Presentation
from Joyce’s Perfect Fit
Wednesday, April 12th

OK girls, we're going to try this one again. Due to an unfortu-
nate scheduling conflict, we bad to cancel this seminar in
January, but Joyce (a saint in this writer’s mind, for her patience
and understanding) has graciously consented to give it another
go! Come meet her and learn everything you always wanied o
know about brassieres, fittings, protheses and, of course, the new
Wonder Bra! Combining with the monthly Dance Social, it’s
going to be a fun and informative evening. * Kimo’s * 8 PM *
$3.

TS Seminar and Social: HBIGDA
Update with Alice Webb

Sunday, April 23rd

The HBIGDA (Harry Benjamin International Gender Dysphoria
Association) is now legendary within the transgendered commu-
nities, and not without (often heated) controversy. Known for
publishing the Standards of Care, much has been aired about its
validity, its restrictions, its mandates and its benefits. It's time
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for a fresh look at HBIGDA and who better to give us an updale
than the Executive Director herself, Alice Webb, LCSW,
Speaking for myself, 1 have a lot of questtions for Alice that
need answers for, and I'm sure there are a lot of you out there
who feel the same. Mark the date on your calendar now and
plan on being there! A Potluck Social will follow. Please bring
an item to share according to your last names as follows: A-G:
galads * H-M: main dish * N-8: desserts * T-Z: paper goods *
Kimo's * 2 PM * FREE! Donations gratefully accepied.

FTM Fundraiser

Thursday, April 27th

ETVC will help raise some funds for the FTM group. We are
excited to tell you they will hold their first Convention in August
and it will be in our City, San Francisco! So, let's get out and
have fun. A bake sale, auctions and raffle items are planned.
Let’s support this good cause and help our friends.
Eichelbergers, 2742 - 17th Street at Florida, SF * Starts at 8 PM
* Members $3, Guests $5.

SHOWROOM and

SPORTS ARENA
SAN FRANCISCO'S LARGEST GAY SHOWROOM

INFORMATION FOR THE
FEMALE-TO-MALE CROSSDRESSER
AND TRANSSEXUAL
by Lou Sullivan

123 pages revised and updated 3rd edition now
available in its illustrated paperback book format!

Send $10.00 to:
FTM

B O-«and, CA 94618




TV/I5/1G GROURS AND ACTIVITIES

A Calendar of Events for March & April

MARCH

3 PacCtr TV/TSRap Meets 8-10 PM Berkeley

3 RGA Social Starts at 8 PM San Jose

4 EVC Executive Committee  Starts at 8 PM San jose

5 ENNC Education Committee Meets at 3 PM San Francisco
6 DVG Social Starts at 8 PM Walnut Creek
8 ETVC Dance Social Starts at 8 PM Kimo's-Upstairs
2 EIVC Significant Others Meets 7:30-10 PM San ose

g ETVC Outreach Committee  Meets at 7:30 PM Berkeley

10 ETVC Poker Social Starts at 8 PM San Francisco
10 PacCtr  TV/TS Rap Meets 8-10 PM  Berkeley

10 South Bay Cender Discussion Group Meets 8-10 PM San Jose

11 SGA Social Starrts at 7:30 PM Sacramento
11 ETVC SOS Luncheon Startsat 11 AM  San |ose

12 FTM Informational Meeting  Meets 2 PM

15 ETVC PFLAG Starts at 8 PM
15 DVG Social Starts at 8 PM
17 ETVC Bowling Night Call for details
17 RCA Social Starts at 8 PM
17 Pac Ctr TV/TS Rap Meets 8-10 PM
19 ETVC TS Committee Meets at 2 PM
23 ETVC Couples Social Starts at 8 PM
25 SGA ocial Starts at 7:30 PM
28 ETVC Social Committee Meets at 8 PM

30 ETVC Leather & Lace Nite Starts at 8 PM

APRIL

2 ETVC Education Committee Meets at 3 PM

3 DVG Social Starts at 8 PM

7 PacCtr  TV/TS Rap Meets 8-10 PM

7 RGA Social Starts at 8 PM

8 ETVC Executive Committee  Starts at 8 PM

8 SCA Social Starts at 7:30 PM
9 FTM Informational Meeting  Meets 2 PM

11 ETVC Outreach Committee  Meets at 7:30 PM
12 ETVC Dance Social Starts at 8 PM

12 ETVC Joyce's Perfect Fit Starts at B PM

13 ETVC Significant Others
14 ETVC Poker Social Starts at 8 PM
14 PacCtr  TV/TS Rap Meets 8-10 PM
14 South Bay Gender Discussion Group Meets 8-10 PM
19 DVG Social Starts at 8 PM
20 ETVC Couples Social Starts at 8 PM
21 ETVC Bowling Night Call for details

21 RCA Social Starts at 8 PM

21 PacCtr TV/TSRap Meets 8-10 PM
22 SGA Social Starts at 7:30 PM
23 ETVC TS Seminar -HBICDA Starts at 2 PM
25 ETVC Social Committee Meets at 8 PM
27 ETVC FTM Fundraiser Starts at 8 PM
30 ETVC TS Committee Meets at 2 PM

San Francisco
Kimo's-Upstairs
Walnut Creek
San Francisco
San Jose
Berkeley
Kimo's-Upstairs
Pleasant Hill
Sacramento
Eichelberger's
Eichelberger's

San Francisco
Walnut Creek
Berkeley

San |ose

TBA
Sacramento

San Francisco
Berkeley
Kimo's-Upstairs
Kimo's-Upstairs

Meets 7:30-10 PM Palo Alto

San Francisco
Berkaley

San |ose
Walnut Creek
Foster City
San Francisco
San Jose
Berkeley
Sacramento

Kimo's-Upstairs (415

Eichelberger’'s
Eichelberger's

Kimo's-Upstairs (415

OTHER GROUPS

Pacific Center for Human Growth,
a counseling oriented growth center.
sponsors all-inclusive gender support
groups on the 1st and 3rd Wendesdays,
and last Friday of the month at 8:00 PM.

2712 Telegraph Avenue, Berkeley. Call:
(510, N

Rainbow Gender Association
(RGA) meets 1st and 3rd Friday of the
month 8:00 PM at the New Community
of Faith Church, 6350 Rainbow Drive.
San Jose. Write: RGA, PO Box 700730,
San Jose, CA 95170, Call: (408)-
[ |

Sacramento Gender Association
(SGA) Blue Rose Chapter meets § PM
the 2nd and 4th Saturday of each month.
Write: PO Box 215456, Sacramento, CA
05821-1456. Call: (916)NNEGEGE
Now held at The Tewnhouse, 1517 - 21st
St., Sacramento (no dinners served).

Diablo Valley Girls (DVG) Mests
first Monday and third Wednesday of
every month. 8 PM at Just Rewards Night-
club, 2520 Camino Diablo in Walnut
Creck, Write: DVG, PO Box 272885,
Concord, CA 94527-2885. Call: (510)

The Tenderloin Self-Help Centre -
(aprojectof the Central City Community
Hospitality House funded by the Com-
munity Mental Health Services) meets
every Wednesday, 4-6 PM, at 191 Gg
Gate, San Francisco. Call: (415)

FTM, a support group for Female-lo-
Male crossdressers & transsexuals, holds
both open, Informatinal Meetings, and
closed, Support Meetings. Write: FTM,

Or
CA 94618, Call Voice Mail: (310

Please Print ETVCMembership Application
Mailing Name:
Mailing Address: aloc
City: State: Zip:
Preferred Name: Famil y Member's Name:
: (If Apph cable)
Birth Date: Month Day New Member: Renewal:

How did you learn about ETVC?

Full year membership June 1 - May 31 is $20.00 (Family ~ $30.00).
Part year membership from January 1 - May 31 is $10.00 (Family - $15.00) (New members only).

Please remit by check or money order to:
ETVC, P.O. Box 426486, San Francisco, CA 94142-6486

March — April, 1995 -~ | §



Secretary’s Report

I am pleased to welcome Francis
Vavra to his new job as Channel
Editor. Having helped edit the
RGA Rainbow, and with my guest
stint last issue, I know that the
editor’s job is a big one (and a R
rewarding one). Even though he was J an/
quite busy participating in the

Cotillion, he has things well in hand as I write this,

Many of us were quite busy at the Cotillion. A considerable
amount of volunteer time, donated money and materials goes
into our premiere annual event. The volunteer crew list is two
pages long and includes everyone from the Emcees to the
roadies who carried the loudspeakers up the stairs.

Congratulations to my friend Lisa Maxwell, who has done the
best job I have ever seen anyone do putting on an event like this.
Thank you! Congratulations and thanks to everyone else on the
list, and to those who pitched in at the last minute as problems
came up.

We on the Cotillion committee are already thinking about next
year. Let us know what we did right and what we did wrong, and
what you would like to see us do next time.

Denise [JJlllbas been officially confirmed as the new Out-
reach Co-Chair, as Lauren Hotchkiss relinquished this position.
Congratulations, Denise!

Thank You From Lisa Maxwell

To everyone who worked on the Cotillion in any way, I want ©
thank you all from the bottom of my heart.

* To our awesome contestants, thank you for your display of
personal courage and commitment.

* To an intrepid and incredible stage crew, thank you for your
attention to detail, wonderful sets, and help.

» To our technical crew, you made this show technically the best
ever - thank you so much.

* To our judges and judge coordinators, thank you for all of your
extended efforts.

* To our Food people, thank you for incredible service and
culinary delights.

¢ To everyone who helped with facilities, ticket sales, decorating
and clean-up - you were great. [

+ Thanks to our marketing group, who sold more ads than ever in
the face of torrential rains.

« Thank you to our directors Jacqui [JJlf and Bob Johnsione,
you did an incredible job.

*  Alice, White Rabbit, Mad Hatter, March Hare, Dormouse and
Genderpillar, thank you for being so much in character.

e And finally, to my dear friends Jane Kamper Bentley and
dearest Jamie Faye Fenton - I wouldn’t have been able to do any
of this without you. And thank you, Mom,
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Fenton Photo

Final preparations underway at the Cotillion as the “state of
the art” dressing room nears completion.

Letters...continued from pg. 2

her pretty lips. “Idon’tknow why you have todothis? Aren’tIenough
for you?” I tried to explain that she was all I could want in a woman,
but this was different. I recalled my telling her of my feelings years
ago. Her hurt was evident, her lack of understanding loomed like a
thunder cloud. Finally, she said, “I just won’t come home from work
tomorrow. I'lldo something, butI don’ tknow why you have to do this
to me, and I don’t want to see you dressed up.”

Sadly, Iread about the Ball in the Newsletter, the Ball which was
so wonderful, and which brought happiness and excitement to so
many, and which I missed again. In my mind it was so near. In
reality, so far. But some day, some day.

Jo Annc |

(Ed. Note: A very poignant story. Tell your S.0. Halloween
comes but once a year, and everyone dresses up as their fantasy,
yours just happens to be awoman. Next year, ask her to accompany
youdressedas her favorite creation. If she won’t go, allow yourself
the pleasure; after all that sewing, you deserve it; besides, we’d all
like to meet that pretty cheerleader! Also, tell her about the S.0.
group, she is not alone.)

Mr. ETVC 1995 Can Party!

The new Miss ETVC Tammy [}, contestants, producer,
backstage crew, and former Mr. ETVC were invited to a cham-
pagne Super Bowl/post-Cotillion party hosted by Dillon J. King,
newly crowned Mr, ETVC 95, in his luxurious S.F. hotel suite on
Sunday, Jan. 29. Tammy was unable to attend. Five contestants,
including runners-up, a stress-free Lisa Maxwell and crew partied
and watched the victorious Niners. High points were the half time
extravaganza, with a cast of thousands in Egyptian drag (plus Tony
Bennett), endless toasts to the newly crowned Mr. and Miss ETVC,
the game outcome, and a secret male bonding initiation between
past and present Mr. ETVCs (attendees’ lips are sealed). A sixties
atmosphere pervaded the room as all joined hands and held a group
“love-in”, A great start for the new reign!

{Ed. note: Received anonymously from a participant].



Victory Brunch

by Francis Vavra

A week after being crowned, the new Mr. and Miss ETVC,
Cotillion contestants, and crew were treated to a wonderful celebra-
tion brunch held in the Blue Muse Restaurant atrium. Everyone was
made (o feel like a winner (which they were), as a tremendous team
effort went into producing the show. The especially beautiful
programs were used for collecting autographs from each other.
Greal prizes were given to the Runners-up as well as to Mr. and
Miss. Lauren and [ were surprised by a presentation of amazingly
beautiful gold engraved watches, a project Evette undertook. (Can
we collect pensions now? Looking at our shining successors, I felt
abitold). The tireless Jamie Faye took photos and had reprints from
the Cotillion available. This felt like areal closing for the Cotillion,
with acknowledgements, toasts, new friendships, and a feeling of
funand comraderie between all participants. Our new Mr. and Miss
ETVC pledged to continue to represent the group in their best style,
and Lauren and I feel the group will be on hand to assist them in their
new reign, if they need us.

DVG Socials Change Nights

Due to new eventsat JR"s in Walnut Creek, DVG has changed their
social nights to the first Monday and third Wednesday of each
month. On Wednesdays there will be a D] playing 70’s disco music
in the dance area. See you all on the new nights!

Outreach Speakers Bureau
Seeks Voices

Anyone interested in public speaking as part of our Outreach
Speakers Bureau, please contact Denise [JJJJj or Francis Vavra.
Especially needed are transgendered people with free daytime
hours, as that is when many schools and groups have classes or
meetings. It’s fun, it helps instill personal poise and confidence
while bringing needed education and information to interested
others. Thanks.

Wilkelmina c/'/z Beins

Feminine Image and
Gender Transition Consultant

e SHOPPING, MAKEUP, FASHION
COIFFURE, AND ETIQUETTE

e REFERRALS TO OTHER
SERVICES

e EMOTIONAL SUPPORT

e ALLIN PRIVATE AND
NURTURING SETTINGS

Nowr tn San “franctsco at

(415) I

| qu &Ppofntmmf @nfg

SERVING THE TRANSGENDER COMMUNITY

LINDA THIELE, L.C.S.W.
Individual and Relationship Counseling

3190-C Old Tunnel Rd
Lafayette, CA 94549

o) [

Seahorse Medical Clinic

Primary Care and Internal Medicine for People
of All Genders, Cultures, and Sexual Orientations

Joy Dianne Shaffer, MD |
Dipomate, American Board of Internal Medicine
Member, Gay & Leshian Medical Association

Phone: (408) M <@ E-Mail: seahorseme@aol.com
1570 The Alameda, Suite 215, San Jose, CA 95126-2305

THE 9TH ANNUAL IFGE COMING TOGETHER WORKING TOGETHER CONVENTION

&:n’m jb\cﬁon ‘05

The Leadership Development Convention
for the Transgendered Community

March 12 — 19, 1995
~ Atlanta, Georgia, USA

Sponscred by the
Internationsl Foundation for Gender Education

P.O. Bex 387, Wawland, MA 01778-0367
Phone: lami Fax: te'i?l— .
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Aiss ‘ETVC Chronicles

Hail and Farewell... A Reign Wrap Up
by Lauren Rene’ Hotchkiss

What a year. [ feel blessed to have been a part of so many exciting events and to have
had the opportunity to meet so many wonderful people. The period of my reign holds fond
memories that I will cherish all my life.

I attended royal galas, coronations, and investitures in imperial courts throughout the
Bay Area, and had the honor of receiving the title of “ Ambassador” from Empress Tiffany
of the Imperial Star Empire. 1 also made diplomatic visits to DVG, RGA, FTM, and other
gender and sexual minority organizations.

I'rode in the ETVC convertible in the Freedom Day Parade, greeting old friends and
making new ones a.long the way, and then did further outreach with the crowd at our booth.

Sandy Kasten
MBA
Attorney at Law

(510) I

Tax Matters
Estate
Wills & Trusts
Corporations
Nonprofits

1309 Solano Ave., Suite C
Albany, CA 94706

ROMANTASY.

For All Your
Lingerie Fantasies

Our cozy Marna boutique welcomes
inguiries and wigits from the
Crossdress / TV / TS community.

s Custom-made Victorian corsets,
-maids and nurses uniforms, or
your special design,

e Teddies, waist-cinchers, girdles,
garter-belts, gowns, stockings
and other romantic playthings.

189 Meulton Strest
San Francisco, CA
- S S

s1s +
Send $2 for catalog.

Betwean Lombard &
Gresnwich at Fillmore
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Mr. & Miss ETVC, 1994

I also attended Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Task Force meetings and
testified before the Human Rights Commission,

In the spiritual community I have also been active with gender outreach, where I am
studying to be a minister, as well as at Berkeley, where I attend classes, giving several
speeches, one of which was taped by our own newly formed Multimedia Committee,

Perhaps, however, my greatesi honor has been that of serving as co-regent with the first
Mr. ETVC ever, Francis Vavra, whose courage, charm, and commitment to both the
transgender and sexual minority communities has been an inspiration to me throughout the
year.

This will be my last article as a regular columnist in the Channel, though I will still
submit articles on an occasional basis. [’ve had to make the decision to lessen my
involvement in the gender community for awhile, Notbecause I care any less about ETVC
and all of you, for you hold a very special place in my heart, but because [ am facing some
physical and emotional challenges right now which I need to put energy into healing, and
because of my growing realization of my gender journey becoming more and more of a
spiritual one. Worry not; I am a survivor. Miss ETVCs and former Miss ETVCs are made
of pretty sturdy stuff, after all.

Although you may notsee me at socials and other ETVC events as often, "1l still be there
in spirit, for Tlove you all, I won’t be disappearing completely, however, for I'm definitely
planning to be at the next Freedom Day Parade and am already working on ideas for the next
Cotillion.

ThoughIam stepping downas Outreach Co-chair as well, I will continue on as amember
of the committee, devoting myself to musical performance and writing projects, such as the
completion of an article on ETVC’s role in the gender community that [ am planning for
the national magazine market.

I may not have accomplished everything that I had hoped to during my reign (one is
doing well if one accomplishes a quarter of one’s plans, I am told), but I did achieve much
that I feel proud of, and did my best to make a difference.

I want all of you to know how proud I am to have been your Miss ETVC. As Istepdown
from the position I have felt honored to hold over this past year, let me reiterate what I said

at the Cotillion. “Long live Mr. and Miss ETVC *95, may they reign in happiness, in love,
in honor and in peace.”

And now it is time, not to say goodbye, for we shall meet again, but rather, adieu. See
you in Genderland.

_.C OUE, [au.tzn

P.S. - Billic Jean, Shaunna and Teri inform me that the Wuzzy Home (the home for
former Miss ETVCs) is very nice, and that they have reserved a pink rocker for me.



Night Man

Francis Vavra

You CanLeave My HatOn

Over the past six months, many of my transgendered adventures
have been of a more introspective nature, or else x-rated, limiting
my options for an appropriate column, However, I couldn’t resist
recounting onerecent escapade that hopefully won'toffend anyone's
sensibilities too much. Please bear in mind I am going through a
second (male) adolescence on hormones, and occasionally need to
let off steam in order to continue upholding my gentlemanly image
the rest of the time.

I'have always been fascinated with unique individuals, and what
might be termed anomalies. Coupled with my interest in exotic
dancers, it should come as no surprise that I would discover
“Amazonian headliners” (my term). These are beautiful young
women who augment their upper anatomy with basketball sized
implants, advertising themselves as 36FFF, 387277, elc,, dance
around the country and do magazine photos, make lots of money
and eventually return to their original tiny C or D shapes.

One evening found me at a small downtown dance theater
watching such a headliner. Tawny was especially pretty, and
gigglingly playful as she cavorted on stage during the three num-
bers allowed. Unlike the other dancers who completely strip,
headliners keep their panties on, to focus on their special attributes.
For her second number, Tawny took baseball caps from the audi-
ence, which all the guys were wearing, and hung them two at a time
on herself like a goofy strapless bra, before tossing them back to the
clated owners. As the final number began, she pranced down the
runway to where I had placed my black gypsy fedora hat, along with
a couple of dollars. Smiling at me, she asked if she could borrow
it for a few minutes. I said sure, and o my surprise and secret joy
she proceeded to dance the entire song with my fedora on her head,
after the strapless bra routine with it, looking chic with her long hair
and man’s hat. Ending her dance with a cartwheel and split, she
placed the hatback onmy head and disappeared behind the curtains.
Several guys had been looking at me with envy, probably wonder-
ing what I had that they didn’t. Well, a classier hat for one thing,
and a little secret between us for another (she knew I was a woman
from an earlier show last year).

Afterwards, I stood in line with her fans, who read me as a man.
We exchanged “man talk” in our common appreciation of Tawny
as we waited for her agent to take polaroids of us each posed with
her. I brought a calendar fold-out for her to autograph which
Roxanna found for me, knowing she was my favorite dancer, and
when we posed for our polaroid, she put my hat back on. That hat
isnow a true fetish object, with the scent of her perfume still faintly
on the inside sweatband. My brother bought it for my birthday
when I first came out as Francis, [ wore it on Geraldo (we also posed
for a polaroid, but I wore the hat), it is the one in my bi-line photo
above, and [ wore it when I stepped down as Mr. ETVC. What did

yousay? Can you borrow it? Of course not, but you can admire
it on me!

MELINDA M. WHITEWAY
Attorney and Counselor at Law

143 Sacramento Avenue
Santa Cruz, CA 95060

call

All levels welcome
Third Friday of each month

Rita Recka, RE
Member of Professional
Electrologist Guild
Intermational

Electrolysis
Permanent Hair Removal
» Specializing in Blend Thermolysis
» Sterilization of ali implements

» Disposable Probes
» Private Office

Permanent Makeup
Eyebrows, Eyeliner, Lips

Transgendered References
Available
30% off regular prices!

Ask For Rita (408) -

Lasting Looks Clinic
259 Meridian Ave., #8
San Jose, CA 95126
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< Dillon and Sandra

B i Formal Wear

Competition

< Dillon and tool belt
Active Wear
Competition

i -;2-
Cha
Talent Competition

5 ‘ag%{}"f“\.\ B e
Second Runner-Up Tedra in
winning Active Wear outfit

< lIrene Soderberg — M.C.
and Entertainer

The Contestants: (I-r) Heather, Robin,
Sandy P., Tammy, Dillon, The Genderpillar,
Sandra B., Pam, Charlene, and Tedra

S
< Pam
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"The 1995 £ TVC Cotillion

‘Genderpfliar Nancy Ann smokiﬁg
hoeokah as contestant Heather looks on.

Judges (I-r) Doris Robinson, Betsy Bell Ringer, Sherri Webb, and
coordinators Robyn Midnight, and Jano Bogg.

Tammy in Tahitian
Hula Dance for
Talent Competition

Mr, & Miss ETVC 1995,
Tammy & Dillon

< Alice and the White Rabbit
(Lauren & Francis)
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Welcome tothe sequined RV thatisthetemporary skybox. The
1995 ETVC Cotillion so thoroughly rocked the house that my
regular posthasclosed foraseismic upgrade. Cuniratulations o

Mr,and Miss ETV(C 1995, Dillon Kingand Tammy The
regal sounding lastnames fit well. Congrat’sand thanks as well to
my fellow contestants, the productionand house staff, andallwho
attended formaking the evening memorable.

ProducerLisaMaxwell and contestantcoordinator Lulu Blau
scouted from Sonoma (o Santa Cruz for contestants with the right
chemisiry tonurtureintoacohesive, funloving group, Perhaps too
fun loving. Jacqui Ml was more thanuptothe challenge of
workingus goofballsinto performance shape. Lesserdirectors would
havesoughtrefugeinafederal witness protection program. Jacqui
stood her ground. The confidence she instilled inushas proventobe
more valnable than any prizes ortitles. ChoreographerRainbeauand
style consultant WilhelminaBeins alsoshared theirexpertise tohelp
usmove more likemodels andless like amooseherd.

Sawrrday night, we eachhad ourmoments, on stage and off.
Heather Lambom drew thedifficult firstslotforthe talentshowcase.
Sheblew awaythe pressure and the crowd withher solidrenditionof
“I'Will Survive”, complete with three-foottall feathered “Priscilla™
headdress. Notbad forsomeone who had been upall the previous
nightstringing beadson her friend Tammy's costume.

Sandy avored the modeling segments in her bathing
suitwith lace cover-up and later in astunning turquoise cvening
gown. Backstage, shehad the quip of the evening, whenaskedif
shehadbroughtafriendtohelpdressher. “My friends have enough

PatriciaS. Nakamura
ELECTROLYSIS & SKIN CARE

State Licensed Aesthetician & Electrologist

Serving the Transgender Community
for more than 4 years

European Facials

Acne Control

Makeup Application
Glycolic Acid Treatments
Products Available for Pigment
Problems and Fine Lines

Electrolysis

Private and confidential
Disposable Probes
Desensitizing/Blend Method
Discount for Transgenders

call For APPT. (408 |

Across from Hamilton Plaza

e & * @

L]

e & 0

1645 So. Bascom Ave., Campbell

troubledressing themselves”, shesaid toachorus of laughs.

Dillon, whocutquite the figure inaclassic 1918 tux, made sure
Iwillneverthink of power tools or duct tape as before. He was
braveenoughto be firstrespondent to the dreaded Genderpillar, an
awe-inspiring day-glo worm fromabatchofradioactive tequila.

Watch outfor Tedra Thomsen/Wonder Woman/Snow White.
The second runner-up and active wear winner is a creative force
tobe reckoned with. She made all her props and costumes, and
maderehearsal history by joining yours truly inmodeling dry
cleaning bags. Ilike thiskid, evenifshe isaChargers fan.

Winning the audience back after intermission wasmy fellow
Cotillion veteran Robin[llllll whodid the Lost Gitls proud with
her soulful performance of “I Have Nothing (If IDon’t Have
You)”. Andshedidmore than alrightby the restofus throughout
rehearsals and performance, by helpingusall stay calm, relaxed
and focused, more so by example than by words. Let’shopeshe's
backstagefornextyear’scontestants,

Melting the ice in several drinks with her scintillating island
dances was Tammy onher way tobecoming the talent
winnerandMiss ETVC, Therestof us, upon seeing Tammy in her
sexyisland attire decided we would rather be clam shells.

Sandra touched heartsinadifferent way witha
poignantmonologue about transgenderedlife. Nervousat times
inrehearsals, Sandrarose to the occasion thatnight and charmed
the audience withamusing gems of truth,

Charlene Hunter wentretro and “Double Dare(d)" us toin-
dulge herlove for vintagemusicand fashions. Charlene genuinely
Ioved being in the Cotillion. She showed itin herattention to
details like herhomemade Thirties microphone bearing the call
letters ETVC, and herbeachballon astring (which seemedeven
more charming whenitgotaway from her).

Norecapofthe Cotillion would be complete withoutmention
of Francis and Lauren who, to paraphraseFrancis, stepped down
butnotaway, in style. Newregents Dillon and Tammy are
fortunate tohavethem as predecessors. They, like therestofus,
willbenefitfrom theircontinued support. Thanks foragreatyear.

[Ed. note: Too humble to mention it, Pam herselfwas first
runner-up. Goodgoing!]

| MICKEY MORGAN P
DIRECTOR OF AUDIO OPERATIONS

-
o
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510
510 FAX

EMERYVIILE, CA
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WILLIAM A. HENKIN,

Ph.D.
{20 S Il § S BRRLE £ 15 i

1801 BushStreet,Suitelll
SanFrancisco,CA 924109

1)
MFCC License No. 22960
Board CertifiedSex Therapist
Fellow, American Academyof Clinical Sexologists
H.B.L.G.D.A,
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Other Voicesisanewsletterwithin the

ETVCnewsletterby andfor Significant

Others. Sendlettersand articlesto;

. OtherVoices, c/o ETVC, PO Box
426486, San Francisco, CA 94142-G486.

ACommunity With TearsIn Its Eyes

Ifyouare lucky, every sooftenin your lifetime you will meet
someone very special who willhave a profound influence on your
thinking and perhapseveninthe direction your life is going at the
time. Justsuchameeting happened forme in 1983 when Nancy
AnnandIwere invited to attend the first weekend outing at Pajaro
Dunes which Joan Sheldonputsonthree or fourtimesayear, This
weekendwasmy firstexperience otherthanameeting atthe Chez
Moliet with “other transvestites”, and I was apprehensive and
totally confusedabout whatthis “strange and new tome lifestyle
mightentail. Nancy Annwassoexcitedshe packed twenty bags
ineverynookand cranny of the car, and my over the shoulderbag
only fiton the floorbetweenmylegsin the frontseat. Believeme,
Ididn’ tknow whatto expect. Atthattime there were very few
books available on the subjectandmostof the TV’ sThadmet were
prettycloseted.

When wearrived, we were greeted warmly by Joanie and
introduced tosome of the people already there, including Ginger,
Betsy, Lindaand Celeste from LA (hooray, another SO), Dorothy
from Canada....and Ellen Summers from Portland, Itdidn’ttake
me long tofigure out thatthese people were the “state of the art”
of the community. Theseintelligent, sensitive, loving people
shared theirfeelings withmeincandid, open-mindedand sincere
conversation throughout that weekend.

Mostofall, Ellen Summers entranced me withher goldenaura,
charmandpatience as sheanswered question afterquestion that |
know now she had answered many times before tomany others.
Forme, though, it was the kindest giftanyone had ever given me
—tolisten tomy fears, to care about themand totry tohelpme
sortitallout. We were instant friends, ablessing for which I will
alwaysbe grateful. Over the years we metagainatPajaro Dunes
and atIFGE Conventions all around the country. [learned how
esteemed she was to everyone in the gender community, and
rightfully so. Ellenwas apositive person. She only said good
things aboutothers and she was the most giving, together person
Thave evermet,

Ellen passedaway last Decemberafteralongillness, My
sadness over the loss of suchawonderful friendknowsnobounds.
Welast satand talked together in Portland lastMarch atthe IFGE
Convention, during which she was presented with the Virginia
Prince Outstanding Service Award. Her wife, Pat, who was
supportiveinsomany ways, and herdaughter were there to watch
the presentation with pride.

SowhyamItelling this story in the significant other column
ofournewsletter? IfoverthepasttenyearsI have beenhelpfulin
anyway toanyof you, the person who taughtme to listenand care
about you, whoinspired me tobecome involved withETVC and
toworkas hardas I could to help you and your SO’ s to deal with
the transgendered lifestyle was Ellen Summers. Shenotonly
showed me how toreach out ahelping hand to othersin this
community, she showed me whyit was soimportanttodoso. This
lesson thatEllentaughtby example becamemy goal for the past
tenyears. Ifthere hadbeennoEllen Summers, there would have
beennoGinny Knuth forETVC. Withallthe rewardsandjoys['ve
experienced inthattime with this organization and itsmembers
and the beautiful friendships we have made throughour SOS and
Couples Groups, itis withthe deepesthumility andrespect that
bidadieuto Ellen Summers. She hasalwaysbeenandalways will
beourcommunity’s genderangel.
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/
n Saturday, March ¢'
o 11th, there will Ig
be a Luncheon ;

Meeting for Wivesand Signifi- @
cant OthersinSan Jose. For
those of yonwho cannotmake our
eveningmeetings, thisisanoppor-
tunity for you to meet with usina
pleasantatmosphere toshare your feel-
ings. Youmay bring your partner with
you to the restaurant, buthe will sitat
another table with the other &
“Insignificants” dressed in DRAB
(dressed asaboy). Thisruleismade
for the new significantothers whomight
feeluncomfortable otherwise, These luncheons have been very

successful this past yearand we encourage you to take part. For
reservationsand actual location, please call 51 0*

R R NN e ]

Justanote here to let you know there is a SPICE Convention
planned againthis yearin July, from the 27th to the 30th. SPICE
is the Spouses, Partmers International Conference for Education

(for partners of gender-gifted males). That’s us! This year the
meeting will take place in Memphis, Tennessee. Again,
crossdressers attending areasked toremainin DRAB. If youare
interested in details, youmay write to Linda Peacock, PO Box
24031, Little Rock, AR 72221, orcall (501)
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The Doctor Is
The first of two parts,

Kevin Horwilz interviews
gender specialist Dr. Lin Fraser

KEVIN HORWITZ: You've been in prac-
tice for 25 years; during that time, have a
number of those years been working with
transgendered people?

LIN FRASER: My very first client was
transsexual. As a beginning graduate siu-
dent, they immediately throw you into a
clinic where you learn by doing. The first
person who walked in the door was trans-
sexual.

KH: Did it freak you out?
LF: Well, I didn’t know.

KH: You didn’t know they were trans-
sexual?

LF: No.
KH: Were they male-to-female?

LF: A male-to-female, she was scheduled
for surgery the following month, at the
Stanford program. She came to Fort Help,
where I was doing my internship, in 1971,
She wanted to work on her anger, and I was
relieved, because I was hoping my first
client would be someone I could connect
with, and have an issue that | had some
experience with. I felt that was something
a beginning therapist could handle. About
two-thirds into the first session, she men-
tioned she was a pre-operative transsexual
scheduled for surgery, Idon’tknow if I had
ever heard of it. I can’t remember. Itdidn’t
freak me out, [ just felt unqualified.

KH: So, you sat there thinking...

LF: No, I toldher I was unqualified but also
thatIwas very interested. When she started
taiking about what it was like being trans-
sexual, I could relate from a feminist per-
spective. I'd had the experience of being
treated differently than I experience my-
self, not related to body image, but to gen-
der role. I told her I would try to find
another therapist who was more experi-
enced because even though I could help her
with anger, I didn’t have any idea how to
help her with gender. She insisted on
seeing me, and I said, alright, you can teach
me, and she did.
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KH: Did you feel that you were guided in
a particular direction?

LF: Certainly. AndIstillam. Atthat time,
there was almost nothing in the literature.
Almost everything I know about this field
comes from the clients. I wound up, at her
request, being in the operating room for her
surgery. They didn’toffer ongoing therapy
at the Stanford program (and still don’t), so
they were relieved to find somebody who
was genuinely interested, and who the cli-
ents liked. They started referring clients to
me, and that’s how I started out. In 1977, I

- went into private practice, and I’ve been

right here, at 2538 California Street, since
1977.

KH: Since all that time? Boy, talk about
grounded! Letme ask you this, you are also
a Jungian therapist, right? How does this
figure into your work with transgendered
clients?

LF: The central tenet in Jungian analysis is
something called“individuation” whereby
the client is enabled to find his or her most
authentic self. The Jungian perspective has
less to do with the collective, i.e., society,

..................

2

“... Jungians don’t
spend a lot of time
on diagnosis. We're
not interested in
pathology, but in
CONSCiousness,
growth and
healing...”

B
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what the norm is, what the cultural impera-
tives are, and more to do with looking
inside yourself and finding your own voice.
The goal of Jungian analysis is individua-
tion, finding and listening to your own
truth.

KH: That’s what people are doing anyway,
when they are on this kind of journey?

LF: Right. So it’s absolutely consistent.
The Jungian perspective is also very spiri-
tual. What that means is finding your inner
truth, which is connected to all of life. In
Jungian terms, it is called the Self, with a

“big S (greater than ego). It includes becom-

ing conscious of all the different parts of the
psyche: the ego, which is consciousness,
and the contrasexual part (the anima or
animus), and getting in touch with the
shadow, the dark side of the Self. It also has
to do with both the personal and archetypal
unconscious, which connects us to all other
human beings.

KH: To get at this, do people bring in
dreams to work on?

LE: Oh, absolutely. Jungians don’t spend a
lot of time on diagnosis. We’re not inter-
ested in pathology, but in consciousness,
growth and healing. It's a one to one rela-
tionship. A Jungian therapist willbe a guide
on your journey.

KH: They bring in some clues that you can
go with, and you try to take them further?

LF: The thing people get stuck with is
something called “complexes”. Youarenot
acting like yourself, orare caughtina part of
you that is blocking your path to individua-
tion. For example, with a crossdresser, we
have to look at whether crossdressing is an
obstacle or part of the path to individuation.
Itis different for each person, so I can’t just
say that crossdressing is healthy; it is for
some individuals, and for others it isn’t.

KH: Well, say for some people it was
healthy, how would that differ from some-
one it wasn’t healthy for?

LF: I would look at the function of the
crossdressing. Is the function an expression
of who the person is, an expression of iden-
tity, or is it an avoidance of identity?

KH: So it can actually be an avoidance?

LF: For some people, it’s an escape of
assertion. Some people feel trapped, and
are afraid to deal with it, so it functions like
anaddiction. One of the ways outis to learn
more assertiveness and self-confidence.
Most of us feel better when we have confi-
dence, self-esteem, the ability to assert, to
feel grounded and connected. The majority
of people I' ve worked with over the years,
who are differently gendered, find that
crossdressing is healthy. What they have to
leam is to feel 0.k. about being different.

KH: Which is very hard in our culture.
LF: Very.

KH: So, it’s actually kind of a strength,
especially for a guy, to be willing to express
that feminine side.

LF: That’s right. But, then the question is,



do you express it via crossdressing or by
integrating the feminine. Some people do
much better by going the full route on their
path to individuation, winding up living
full-time in that gender role, and even hav-
ing surgery. There are many paths and
many ways that people can express their
feminine side, Some people are bigendered
and crossdress part time. Other clients stop
crossdressing completely, since it’s no
longer a part of their need to be whole. It
served afunction that’s no longer needed in
their lives,

KH: 8o what you are saying is you see a
variety of people, and some of them go all
the way to having surgery; and for some of
them crossdressing becomes an obstacle.
So the goal might be to completely stop.

LF: They make that decision. I never tell

anyone what they should or shouldn’t do,
because it’s not up to me. I'm just a guide
on their path.

KH: Right. What I'm getting at is not so
much the client counselor relationship, but
that there is a wide range of behaviors, Do
youbelieve in evolutionary transsexualism?

LF: Absolutely. I think I see it more
frequently, because what happens is when
people are evolving, that’s when they seek
psychological help. Some people don't
seek help, and some people I see are abso-
lutely sure of who they are when they walk
in the door,

Part 2 of Kevin Horwitz's interview will
appear in the next issue of the Channel.
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The New Woman

We sat across from each other at the restaurant, the owner of the
company along with a mediator on one side, and me on the other,
During lunch we kept it to small talk, swapping gossip about old
friends and co-workers, talking about the history of construction in
the valley, and even touching on how we ourselves became in-
volved in the sheet metal trade. It was a comfortable conversation
devoid of complex maneuvering, and after lunch, when we got
down to resolving issues of discrimination which might hamper my
return (o the industry, there seemed to be a genuine interest on all
our parts to work together. This meeting was predicated by a desire
of the Union, myself and my employer to avoid further outside
influence and attempt to reach an equitable arrangement for those
of us directly involved. Only time will tell whether we succeeded
or failed.

Ihave been frequently asked whether the new San Francisco law
which among other things, establishes protection for transsexuals
transitioning in the workplace, would have served me in my
struggle. Unfortunately, I work in Santa Clara County, beyond the
reach of the legislation. If I had been employed in San Francisco,
I think that while perhaps helpful, it would not have by itself
prevented the discrimination which led to my dismissal. We are all
familiar with the great strides other minority communities have
made in gaining recognition of their civil rights. Yet, when these
rights are translated into the reality of the workplace, the benefits
are often unnoticeable. As much as I love construction, it is not
unlike many other fields in its lack of diversity. Recently, a friend
who happens to be gay and work in the electronics industry,
confessed over coffee that he is leaving a job he has held for many
years. The company he works for has been absorbed by a much
larger, older company riveted. to the ways of the “good old boy’s
network’ - a network which in this case is uncomfortable with the
realities of diversity. ‘While refusing to dwell on the daily acts of
bigotry he is now enduring, he prides himself on being the last
holdout of what was once a vital and diverse workforce. Bul the
time has come, he's prepared a resume and some of the old group
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from when the company was still ethical have called him with leads.
He's decided to quit his job, to move on in search of a healthier
environment. The discrimination that altered his life was couched
in subtety, hidden in words like re-organization, new direction, and
revitalized leadership. We all know the words. Exclusion is easy to
see and difficult to prove.

I am still unsure as to my own future as a sheet metal worker. It
appears that my situation has stabilized and may remain so for some
time 10 come. But past experience has taught me that appearances
can be deceiving, and I have no doubt that my life could blow up
again. Inasmuch as there were no specific laws to protect me in the
workplace, and seeing the limited influence existing laws have in
protecting other minorities, am convinced the most powerful force
available to all of us is education. Inmy case, ithas been the source
of my survival. Within both the Union and the Employers Associa-
tion, knowledge of our community has served as the building block
toward acceptance. In keeping with that belief, and aware that
innate knowledge can carry me only so far, [ have returned to night
school in Labor Studies with emphasis on diversity in the work-
place. What a shock - they actually teach people how to effectively
deal with discrimination! What Ilearn can only help me be a better
employee.

If education is the key to our survival, there is a way we canhelp
ourselves as well as the entire community. The Transgender Task
Force meets on the fourth Tuesday of every month at suite 800, 25
Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco, at 5:30 p.m., and lasts two hours.
In light of the new law, the Task Force was bom of the need to
educate employers, organizations, service groups and all others
about who we are. We need volunteers from the community to belp
with all aspects of this ambitious undertaking. Please pitch in and
help. Your job may depend on it.

Discreet shopping for
TV/Cross-Dressers.
Transsexuals, Swingers
and Fantasy People

French Maids & Bridal Gowns
(sale or rentw/dep.)
Aduit Baby Clothes
Shoes, 3-15 ® Dresses, 3-26 © Corsets, 3448
Thigh & Knee Boots, sizes 6-15 ® Accessories & Makeup
Meailing List Available ® Appointments Available
VIP Discount Cards ¢ Breast Enhancers
Various Catalogues and Videos Available ® Chest Plates

10% TO 50% OFF

LARGE SIZE SHOES FOR $55

2644 Mission Street, San Francisco, CA 94110 + (415) |
Valigated parking with purchase (22nd St. Bayview Fed. Parking Lot)
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New SF Law Protects TGs
J.K. Bentley

On January 30, 1995 a diverse group got together at the San
Francisco Human Rights Commission to celebrate the debut of
civil rights protections for the City’s transgendered,

Supervisor Terence Hallinan, author of the new legislation, was
present to give and receive congratulations. Robert Oakes, of the
mayor’s office, presented a proclamation issued by Mayor Jordan
naming January 30, 1995 Transgender Rights Day, Kiki Whitlock,
receiving the proclamation in behalf of the community, held it up
high amid a torrent of applause. On hand were others who labored
hard and successfully for passage, including HRC staffer Larry
Brinkin, Transgender Task Force, Shelley Salieri, an aide to
Supervisor Hallinan and our community's “woman inside City
Hall” and James Green, newest chair of the Transgender Task
Force (whose co-chair is our own Bobbi Dunne).

The ceremony capped a process that began over two years ago
when the HRC’s Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual Advisory Committee
began preliminary investigations into prejudice against
transgendered people. Throughout that time, a momentum built
that surprised the most optimistic. After years of suffering vio-
lence and ridicule, transgender citizens were amazed to find
support among City staffers and elected officials that only gotmore
solid with time.

After giving thanks to all who had participated, Ms. Whitlock
said a number of complimentary things about the efforts ETVC is
making to diversify and become more truly inclusive of the entire
transgender community. She then called Miss ETVC Tammy

Specializing in work with the
Transgender Community TV/TS/SO
- individual and relationship counseling
-TS/TV support groups

LUANNA L. RODGERS, MA., MFCC
Licensed Marriage, Family & Child Counselor

Individual Psychotherapy » Couples & Family Counseling
Gender ¢ Sexuality ¢« Women’s Issues

1608 Church Strest

Telephone:
San Francisco, CA 94131

(@15

Call and let’s talk! Gain knowledge,
Information, self respect, and support.
Sliding scale fee available

Kinglsey up to the podium, who pledged “to represent both ETVC
and the entire transgender community.”

Luanna Rodgers, an early advocate for legal protections, said
that she saw new confidence among her transgendered friends and
clients, “even weeks before the law took effect. The psychological
benefits of this law are every bit as important as the legal ones.”

San Francisco Supervisor Terence Hallinan and
ETVC Vice President Lisa Maxwell
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Gender Reference
Book Review

by Sandra-

The book Gender Dysphoria - a Guide to Research by Dallas
Denny, published in 1994 by Garland Publishing Company in
New York. This is the first gender-oriented book in the Garland
Gay and Lesbian Studies series; it is strictly a reference book
with a 550 page bibliography and another 100 pages of appen-
dix. The appendix cross-references some of the topics, and lists
the Harry Benjamin Standards of Care.

The book is perhaps mistitied because in addition to dysphoria, it
covers a broad range of gender-related topics. It includes
references to clinical, case studies, and motivation for gender-
dysphoric behavior. It also includes references to books and
articles on the history of gender bending, female impersonation,
the effects of hormones, sharing gender problems with loved
ones, cross-cultural studies, sexuality, photographic essays,
masculinity and femininity.

The references are listed in two sections, one for books about
gender, and one for joumal articles and chapters in books with
several authors. The book is made all the more valuable by the
author’s comments about many of the references. An example
of this is her discussion of the “seriously flawed” study reported
in a 1979 article by Meyer & Reter, The study resulted in the
closing of the John Hopkins Gender Identity Clinic after 13
years of operation.

The author is the founder of the AEGIS organization in Atlanta.
She admits the list of references is not complete; but it is quite
extensive. Itis priced at $99; so until a less expensive version is
released, most of us including myself will have to settle for
finding it in the library.

FTM International to Host
First National
FTM Convention

Our S.F. FTM group has received a matching fund grant to hold

the first national convention for FTMs in San Francisco!. The evenl
is set for the weekend of August 18, 19 and 20, 1995, location yet
to be determined (may be New College Law School, it will not be
ahotel). The first 100 registrants will receive a free copy of Dallas
Denny's book Identity Management and Transsexualisam. Regis-
tration will be approximately $100. You can get on the pre-
registration list by writing to “FIM,
Qakland, CA 94618, or 1o ETVC, ¢/o Francis Vavra. ETVC
donated $50.00, and several individuals also contributed, including
one donation for $100, which helped make this happen. However,
FTM needs more funds in order to host the event, and welcomes
further contributions of any amount. You can make checks out to
“FTM”, and mail or give them to Francis Vavra. ETVC plans to
have a fundraiser for FTM as part of its April social.
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6th Annual Fall Harvest
In St. Louis

Sponsored by MAGGIE (Mid-America Gender Group Info.
Exchange), the regional Fall Harvest Convention will be held in St.
Louis from October 26-29, 1995 at the Ramada Henrty VIII Hotel,
near the Airport. Many guest professionals, national leaders and
organizers will be featured, and there will be a “Meet Me in St.
Louis “1904 World’s Fair theme pageant with period dress and
memorabilia from the fair, Contact for more information: Jennifer
Richards, Chair Bonne Terre, MO 63628-1810,
phone (314) INGIN

Support Group for
Intersexed Persons

There is now a peer support, educational, activist group, with a
newsletter, for intersexed persons in the Bay area, In its Feb. 1
issue, The § F. Weekly ran an insightful cover story article about
intersexed people, which included an interview with the founder of
the new support group here in San Francisco, Cheryl Chase. If you
are intersexed, or know someone who is, this group, which is the
only one of its kind in the U.S , is for you.

For information, contact ISNA, atm: Cheryl Chase, P.O. Box
31791, S.F,, CA 94131. There are confidential monthly meetings
for intersexed persons only.

Transgen '95:

Law Conference In Houston

The International Conference on Transgender Law and Em-
ployment Policy (ICTLEP) will be meeting for their Fourth Annual
Conference in Houston, Texas on June 14-18, 1995.

The conference is entitled “Your Jobs, Your Rights, Your
Health and Your Documents,” ICTLEP has accomplished a great
deal since its inception to educate other attorneys, lawmakers and
professionals. If you are interested inattending (and you don’thave
to be a lawyer to do 50), contact Phylilis Frye,gh
Houston, Texas 77035. (713) || GGz

Closet Ball Set For May 6TH

The 1995 annual Closet Ball, put on by the gay community, and
always an entertaining show, will take place on Saturday, May 6,
1995 at Bimbo's, 1025 Columbus Street. (For reasons unknown,
there was no show for 1994.) This contest is for amateurs who have
not appeared “professionally” or publicly in drag (excepting Hal-
loween), and are only allowed one hour to be transformed behind
stage by adresser. This is one of the recent perks for Mr. and Miss
ETVC, who can attend free. Several years ago, Donna Strout
walked away with the prize as the first woman to do male drag in
the show. ETVC is planning to reserve a table for this event.
Tickets will cost $30.00 each. If you would like to reserve a seat at
ETVC's table, please call Ginny at fore April 15, 1995.

Program Printing Error

On the last page of the 11th ETVC Cotillion Program, the
advertisement for Louise (Continental Wig) should not have pic-
tured Tiffany (Miss ETVC 1990), as she did not use Louise's
services. We should have included a picture of Stephanie instead.
We apologize for the error.

........................................
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“Ask The Therapist”

Self Empowerment
by Luanna L Rodgers, M.A., MFCC

*  January 30, 1995 was the first day transgendered individuals'
civil rights were protected by anti discrimination legislation en-
acted in San Francisco.

» For more than one year dedicated transgender and non-
transgender individuals worked toward the passage of ransgender
equal rights legislation,

* Since the announcement of the anticipated passage of civil
rights legislation for transgendered individuals, virtually every
transgendered person I've spoken with bas stated that they feel a
greater sense of self worth and freedom. Many are experiencing, for
the first time, the feeling that they are valid, full members of society
and can expect to be treated with the dignity and respect accorded
any other citizen. In other words, they are empowered and proud.
All of this before the legislation began it’s first days work. All this
from transgendered individuals, many of whom don't even reside
in the protected locale. What, then is operating here? Self-Empow-
erment.

Self Empowerment emanates from within. It is the cognitive shift
that any of us can make by leiting go of shame and embracing our
personal and collective power, by knowing deep within that we are
worthy. Social change occurs when we enter the larger community
with a feeling of worth and expect nothing less than equal and fair
treatment. The relationship between self empowerment and social
change continues as positive gains occur in society and transgendered

individuals benefit from the gains. Self worth and social change
feed each other.

The current legislation hopefully will provide a truly protective
function for those in San Francisco. In time, with effort, such
legislation will be embraced by other counties and states. The
legislation has already begun its work spiritually and psychologi-
cally, empowering transgendered individuals to view themselves
as worthy of consistently positive regard and fair and equal treat-
ment: no more harassment, no more jokes, no more bashing, no
more demotions, no more intimidation, and no more living in fear,
What has changed already is the confidence and sense of self worth
that comes from knowing absolutely that fear and hiding and
second class citizenship is never right.

The legislation is working already like a string tied around each of
our psychic pinkie fingers to remind us of our right to be treated fair
andequally. Letus pause torealize thatitis working because of our
inner empowerment; the ability each of us has to be lifted from
within and to design a vision of hope and a better future: Let us
remember that we each hold within us the power to recognize our
own inherent self worth. It is the sense of personal empowerment
that allows us to be free and proud.

In order for the current transgender civil rights legislation to work
effectively, and in order for our lives to be enhanced, recognition
of self worth mustcome from within and grow outward to touch the
larger community. We need to have the personal power to speak up
about the injustices suffered by ourselves in a way that commands
fair and equal treatment. Social and political advancement and
personal empowerment go hand in hand.

Personal empowerment and social empowerment are available to
all of us. Indeed, they are the responsibility of each and everyone
of us.

Luanna L. Rodgers is a Bay Area psychotherapist specializing in
work with the transgender community.

Denver News - “The Center”

by Cori -

Denver, Colorado - the capital of what some call the “Gay
Hate State”, the center of the old “wild west”, and the
home of “The Center”,

“The Center” I refer to is The Gender Identity Center, the
focus of the gender community in the Denver area. This
is not ETVC-East, a fact which I noticed at the first

: meeting I attended. No chatting over a glass of
chardonnay. This is serious, cerebral, personal stuff.

Peer support is the basis for the activities of The Center. Meet-
ings are organized with regard to addressing the needs of specific
subgroups in the community. Some nights are specifically for
crossdressers, some for transsexuals, some for everyone, All
attendees are encouraged to ask questions, make comments and
to foster an atmosphere of constructive participation. All
meetings are smoke and alcohol free.

Do not, however, accuse these people of not knowing how to

20 CHANNEL

have fun. The Friday night meetings are known to break up
early enough for a trip to one of the local gender friendly
drinking establishments and one can count on a group of GIC-
ers to show up at a Denver watering hole known as “The Outlet”
(a great little cabaret style bar very reminiscent of Lily's, for
those of you who remember it).

' Anyone planning a trip to the Denver area should most defi-
nitely contact the Gender Identity Center, 1455 Ammons, Suite
100, Lakewood, CO 80226, telephone (303) 202-6466.

(Ed. Note: In correspondence to me, Cori mentions running into
Zia (of the “Fabulous Foxes”), who also moved to Denver, We
miss you both, please hurry back and visit).

Classified Ad

My name is Jessie and I would like to start

a group here in the Eureka area. Call me at
TR s s o

I ro:tuna, CA 95540
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