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Cotillion ’97...

By Leslie -

AONA

...promises to be a gala event thal you won’t want to miss.
Against the back drop of timeless Rome, our lovely contestants
will vie for the honor of being crowned Miss ETVC and the
privilege of representing all of you during the coming year.

Reserve Saturday, January 25th, 1997 and join us at the
California Club on Clay Street between Polk and Van Ness,
Doors will open at 6:30 PM and the show will start at 8:00 PM
sharp. A light dinner of pasta and chicken will be served upto
8:00 PM only. The bar will be open throughout the evening.

Is your best gown or suit back from the cleaners? Orare you
shopping for that new outfit that will make you look and feel
gorgeous? Well this 15 the night of nights to ontdo yourself and
look your fabulous best. Our show this year is under the
direction of Trauma Flintstone of “Jungle Red” fame, and our
own Lulu Blau. Expect to be entertained by a fast paced and
stylish show.

Individual Tickets and Table Reservations
You may still be able to reserve a table for groups
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numbering up to eight people. Because the California Club is
a staller venue than last ycar's show it is possible they have all
been taken by thistime. Individual tickets purchased in advance
are $23 each, or §28 cach if purchased at the door. A limited
number of Premium Tables located fromt and center in the hall
were available at 5224 for an eight-seal able, but again may he
sold out. Call Ginny aI| ||} S for 1able and individual
scating reservations ... first come, first served.

Tickets will also be on sale at the following locations:
» Marlena’s, 488 Hayes Street, SF
» Foxy Lady. 2644 Mission Street, SF
« Kimo’s, 1750 Polk St. (at Pine), SF
« JR’s, 2520 Camino Diablo, Walnut Creck
* Continental Wigs, 1121 Fourth St., San Rafael
» Crossers Boutique, 1490 Camden Ave., San Jose
= ALETVC, RGA, DVG and TGIF events.
Tickets may also be purchased through the mail by sendina
your check to ETVC at P.0O). Box 426486. San Francisco. CA
94142-6486. Please be sure to include yourreturn mail address
with your order. Your check must he received no later than
Jamuary 6, 1997 1o reserve a table. All ticket reservations
received after that date will be for individual seating only.

Foradditional information orif you would like tohelpat the

Cotillion, please call Leslic [ = NG

“IT 18 NOT BECAUSE THINGS ARE DIFFICULT THAT WE DO NOT DARE;
IT IS BECAUSE WE DO NOT DARE THAT IHEY ARE DIFFICULT.” SENECA

ETVC Returns to
Haunt the Dunfey

by Erin Souza

What do you do when you have a knockout costume ready
five nights before Halloween? Youdonotletitsit in the closet;
not when your local transgendered support organization has
rented outa hotel meeting room and booked a live band for a
party.

Sensing an opportunity to test my new velvet wings before
the 31st, T took fight with Jane Kamper Bentley and flight
attendant Ginny Knath to the Dunfey, on Saturday October
26th. We had no sooner arrived when a chorus of cheers
crupted in the lobby, no doubt to welcome us. As ittumned out,
the cheers were for the New York Yankees who had just won
their fourth and decisive game of the World Series over the
devil’s spawn Atlanta Braves. The evening was off to a good
start. Making our way past the brawling wedding celebrants
(once that bouquet is tossed, it’s every woman for herself) we
found the room that Laura dEvcrett I Joanne

and company had converted into the orange and black
splendor of the ETVC Halloween Ball.

Exotic & Erotic — 10 r: Tammy . Roxanna Rochetre,
Heather Lambourn, and Tammy’s 5.0. (Phoio By Telzey Adams)

A first I thought that 1 had mistakenly walked into a
convention of Feline Fanatics International, because every-
where [ mmed I encountered someone dressed as a cat. There
were domestic cats, leopards. even a tiger cub named Missy
who won the door prize. [ was concemned that one of the

Continued on Page 13



THE CHANNEL

ETVC Inc.. a non-profit corporation, is a non-sexual.
membership based organization serving the educational,

social. and recrealional needs of gender-challenged |

people. their spouses, significant others, family mem-
hers. friends. and professionals in the helping services,
For details about ETYC programs. membership, article
submission guidelines and classified ads, please write
to: ETVC Secretary. PO Box 426486, San Francisco,
CA94142-6486. Minutes of all ETVC committee meet-
ings are available 10 members on request.

OFFICERS

President Erin Souza
Vice-President Leslicj
Secretary Veronica Smith
Treasurer Jano Bogg
Education Nancy . Juana Smith
Outreach Telzey Adams, Sandra

Social Darcy Leopard. Evette

SECRETARY ‘S REPORT

Membership (as of 11/30/96) 321
Total 1995 Membership 430
New Memberships this year 41
TREASURER'S REPORT
MONTH INCOME EXPENSES DIFFERENCES
September  $1.965.00 ($1,296.37) § 068.63
October £4.223.48 (§2.506.08) §1,717.40

The “Home For ETVC" Fund is now $1,338.50
ETVC is a non-profit corporation.

Donations to ETVC are TAX DEDUCTIBLE
on both federal and California income lax relims.
Talk to your tex advisor for details

Channel, the ETVC Newsletter. is published the last
week of February, April, June, August, October and
December. Submissions should arrive at ETVC by the
20th day of the previous month. Contents reflect the
opinions of the contributors and the editor, and are not
necessarily those of ETVC. Other organizations may
reprintor reproduce uncopyrighted portions of the news-
letter for their members, provided ETVC is acknowl-
edged. Copyrighted malerials may be reproduced only
with written permission of ETVC.
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Personal ads from ETVC members: $3 for up to 40
words. We will not accept ads with a sexual objective.
Ad deadlines are the 20th of May, July, September,
November, January and March. Send ad copy and check
or money order to: ETVC, PO Box 426486, San Fran-

cisco, CA 04142 6486
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Letter ;!w:n 6&3&16615/;
By Elizabeth [

s these winter nights grow longer and offer more hours for
comtemplation, | seem 1o find my mind wandering down some pretty
strange corridors. As an example. let me offer you two recent media
items that caught my attention within the space of a few days.

The first was a brief radio report on KCBS discussing some European research
on fish populations. According to the report. fish in European waterways have
been undergoing sex changes as a result of pollution! Tt seems some of the
chemical contaminants that have found their way into European fisheries mimic
the effect of estrogen, thus giving the sealy litile devils a hormone therapy that is

literally industrial strength!

Only a couple of days later, [ spotted an item in Ieah Garchik’s Chronicle
“Personals” column passing along the results of a cosmetic company survey that
showed San Francisco residents purchase more eyeliner and lipstick per capita
than those in any other community in the United States. The item said somebody
in the company suggested this odd phenomenon might be due to “The Castro

Facior.”

Perhaps I have had too much time on my hands. but I have been giving these two
items quite a bit of thought. Has anybody checked to see how much European
bottled water residents of San Francisco drink. and how per capita consumption
here compares with other communities in the 11.5.7 Has anybody recently
checked San Francisco drinking water for unusoal types of chemical pollution?

I know some of my girlfriends drink like fish, but now I am beginning to wonder
if the fish they mimic come from Europe!

Just wondering. Best wishes for a Happy New Year — and if you drink while
driving on New Year's Eve, make sure it's Eoropean water!

Letters to the Editor...

Dear Editor:

I wasn't sure how to do this, but 1
wanted to thank every one who was
involved in any way with putting on the
Halloween Party on October 26th. 1
had such a good time there - good food,
good band, safe, free parking — The
Dunfey was a good place to have it.

It happens that this is the first ETVC
eventI’'ve been to and the first time ['ve
been out in a public place, so it was
twice the fun for me. Everyone there

was having such agoodtime and friendly
— 1 felt like [ fit right in, I felt sort of
conservatively dressed compared 10
some, batjust being able 1o be in a nice.
short dress and heels m a very public
place was enough for me.

My companion really enjoyed hersell.
ton. She marveled at how great every
one’s legs looked, and wondered where
all those nice, large dresses came from.
Later. we had a talk about cross dress-
ing. Allinall, I can't waitto do it again.
Thanks again, everybody.

Yours,

Michellc [

Hot Off The Press!

DVG has justannounced achange of
location for their monthly rap group
which has been meeting at the Pa-
cificCenter in Walnut Creek. Effec-
tive in January, 1997 the rap group
will be meeting twice amonth on the

first and third Thursday of each month
at the following location:

Rainbow Community Center
2637 Pleasant Hill Road (at Taylor Blvd )
Pleasant Hill, California

Call the DVG hottine at (510) [
I for more information.




Da’ Prez’ Box
ETVC President Erin Souza

Can We Have Fun
Again?

Mayhe ["ve become jaded from being be-
hind the scenes, in the planning stages
before events and the revigw sessions after, that the events them-
selves no longer seem as fun as they used Lo be. Bruised egos, hurt
feelings, expressed disappomtment that things aren’t like the “good
old days at the Chez” can all contribute to a sense that ETVC’ s best
days are behind us. No, this 18 not going to be my version of Bill
Clinton’s “bridge to the future™” campaign. The point I want (o make
is thateven though the 1ssues many of us face are sertous, we do not
have to take ourselves so seriously at every event,

Our events are not life and death rescue operations in foreign
lands. They are an opportunity for people to express themselves,
meet friends, share information and have fun. A volunteer opera-
tion running on an annual budget of thirty four thousand dollars is
not going to have things running as smoothly as Bill Graham
Productions or Disneyland. We try (o, but as anyone who has ever
waited more than an hour for the Indiana Jones ride will tell you,
slitches and delays are part of the deal. We still manage to enjoy our
vacations: would you have rather been back at work during that
hour? ‘We can still enjoy our events; or would we prefer to be back
in our respective closets for the evening? No one is dying nor is

Explore Your Freedom
of Expression

NEW
LOCATION!

CROSSERS

The Full Service
Salon for
Cross Dressers

TV.&TS.

make-up sales & lessons
jewelry ® nails
wig sales ® shoes
clothing & accessories

FRIENDLY AND DISCREET STAFF Ve,
to serve you [\rr?: e
Call for information > o Ce
(408) AYE
1490 Camden Avenue., San |ose, CA 95008 )

\

\..A-...,:-‘ {

anyone's corporation going belly up as the result of an overlooked
detail at an event. This isnot brainsurgery nor the stock market: it's
socializing n pretty clothes and makeup. Like so many other
parties we attend, we are able 10 get up the next day and resume our
lives. These events are a welcome respite in life: let’s not go about
them as if they are life ilself.

And yes, there was some fun to be had recently, Thirteen
participants gathered November 10th at Malibu Castle in Redwood
City for the Second Annual FTVC Miniature Golf Tournament.
Former ETVC president Jane Kamper Bentley emerged victorious
ahead of last year's champ Valerie Genalo. Third and fourth place
honors went to Trinajj and Nancy Ann Martine respectively
Trina also retained the organizational glory forRGA by thoroughly
trouncing yours truly in the presidents’ challenge, Winning back
herentry fee was consummate 2ood sport Juana Smith whose high
score of eighty-three nearly equaled her bowling average. (Pray for
my sake that there 1s never an 1-TVC boxing tournament.) Special
thanks to prize donors Bobbie Bentley. Romantasy and Piedmont
Boutique for the gift ceruficates and (0 San Francisco Empress
XXVI Caresse for donating the top prize of a portable CD player.
And thank you to Ginny for sitting in the sun and wind all day as
statistician,

MILDRED L. BROWN, Ph. D.
SEX THERAPY & EDUCATION
GENDER IDENTITY COUNSELING

800 POLLARD RD., SUITE B207

«08) NN LOS GATOS, CA 85030

TecerHone (415) G MFC 8288

DR. LIN FRASER

PSYCHOTHERAPY
OFFICE HOURS 2538 CALIFORNIA STREET
BY APPOINTMENT SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94115

WILLIAM A. HENKIN, Ph.D.
PSYCHOTHERAPY

PHONE: (415) [

alternate sex & gender cancerns
SM/BD/DS  coming out  TV/TG/TS/SO
anxiety depression  self-esteem
inner child & otlier alternate personas
intimacy  relationships

MFCC License No. MU 22960 » Board Certified Sex Therapist
Fellow. American Academy of Clinical Sexologists * HB.1L.G.D.A

JANUARY — FEBRUARY, 1997 3




¢eoe0ee Special Events e e e o o

Mid Month Social

Wednesday, January 8th

A low key meeting in a good Mexican restaurant to socialize and
share a big meal, an appetizer, a margarita or beverage of your
choice with friends. Drop in for a relaxing few hours in your busy
day.

The Line Up Restaurant/Bar. 7th & Harrison, SF, 8PM, No party
fees.

Education Seminar:

Body Shaping

Wednesday, January 15th

Don thave the body you wish you had? Come find oul how you can
develop your figure or create the illusion of having one. A personal
trainer who hashelped TV and TS clients develop their bodies using
specific exercises will demonstrate and discuss techniques you can
use to enhance your shape. For those of you looking for instant
transformations, a panel of speakers will present a variety of
practical tips you can use to create the illusion of having breasts,
cleavage, and hips. We'll also discuss how to select the right bra
s1z¢ and breast forms for your needs, and supply information on
where to buy forms of various types, including how much you
should expect to pay. Are you one of the many gals who make the
common mistake of wearing breast forms far smaller than your bra
was designed to hold? Which forms can give you the natural
contour and bounce you desire”? Come find out at this fun and fact-
filled seminar!

8PM, Upstairs at Kimo’s, Polk & Pine Sis. SF $3

Post Cotillion Polaroid Party

Thursday, January 30th

Don’t return that Cotillion dress to Macy's just yet because we're
planning a Polaroid Party at Kimo's! Come meet and congratulate
your favorite Cotillion contestants and the new Miss ETVC. Geta
snapshot of yourself with the new her or one of your friends for only
2 dollars, or three snapshots for 5 dollars. So. get in the picture —
we'll also have an open mike and deejay, 5o bring your favorite
tapes 1o sing to or just listen to — put your name on the tapes and
give them to the deejay and you canenjoy your favorite music while
you smuile for the birdie.

Upstairs at Kimo’s, Polk and Pine Sts., SI, 8 PM. Members $5,
Guests $7

Mid Month Social

Wednesday, February 12th

We are taking the Mid Month Social on the road for a few months,

trying new venues with a different hostess in charge eachmonth. If

you'd like to hostess ane of these socials, please call Erin at ]

m so we can get you on the schedule. This month Juana
mith 1s our hostess and she has chosen to meet at The Cinch, a fun

and friendly bar at 1723 Polk St. (at Clay) in SF. Starts 8 PM - no

party fees.

Transsexual Seminar;

Hormone Therapy

Sunday, February 16th

In our continuing effort to provide speakers on key topicsof interest
to the TS community, we’ll have a specialist in endocrinology
present information about hormone therapy. Learn about hormones,
how they work, what you can expect for resulis, what effects they
have, how they are administered, how the effects can be maximized
and the dangers minimized, and how you can obtain them safely.

4 CHANNEL, The ETVC Newsletier

A flyer containing further details about the speaker for this seminar
will be available at the December | 5th Christmas Potluck Party and
other educational seminars.

2PM, Upstairs at Kimo's, Polk & Pine Sts. SF FREE

Education Seminar:

Self-Portraiture

Wednesday, February 19th

Explore the range of photographic techmiques available o get the
portrait you've always wanted. A San Francisco-based portraiture
and freelance photographer will present practical advice on posing.
complementary lighting, as well as basic lighting setup. The
presentaton will also include an explanation of 1ypes of filin to nse
color. and the psychology of portraiture. Sample portrait photos
will be available for you to see. I'eel free to bring yourown camerss.
Portable lighting on tripods will be provided. Additionally, Jamic
Faye will present an overview of digital photography. A
demonstration of how to capture shots ona personal computer using
a video camera or a digital camera will be done.

8PM, Upsiairs at Kimo's, Polk & Pine Sts. SF $3

Thursday Night Fever - 70’s Party at Kimo’s
Thursday, February 27th

Gather your retro-wear [rom the back of the closet and “boogic
down” toKimo's for ETV( < Dance-a-thon. You can “dance your
hip pads off™ as our deejay puts that sound system to the test with
our “‘funky” disco party, Canyou*Y—Y MC A" [ know youcan.
It's guaranteed to be the most fun you've had in polyester since
Jimmy Carter was in office. Don't like disco music? Okay _. bring
your dance music tapes — we' 1l mix ‘cmupas theevening goes on,
C’mon down and help us keep the beat! Upstairs at Kimo's, Polk
and Pine Sts., SF, 8 PM, Members $5. Guests §7

San Francisco Imperial Court Coronation
Week: See back page for schedules and Information

CALFORNIA

PINE STREET

Prse. [BUSH

=| POLK STREET

7

ARKIN

SUTTER

Street — S.F.

415) I
SHOWROOM and SPORTS ARENA
SAN FRANCISCO'S LARGEST GAY SHOWROOM

g//// e A A /////(;M;f&é{/f
2 . . W
” (415) 454-0101 - FAX (424) 7
7 7
L - ]

7 CONTINENTAL WIG S IE

Tues -Froi  Llam«Gpm Sal

Lowise Carroll
Owner
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TV/IS/TG GROUPBS AND ACTIVITIES OTHER GROUPBS

January

DVG
RGA
pd\. { o
ETVC
ETVC
DVG
ETVC
ETYC
ETVC
S.Bay
ETVC
Pac Ctr
Imperial
TGIF
SGA
ETVC
FIM
ETVC
ETVC
ETVC
DVG
RGA
Pae Cir
DVG
ETVC
ETVC
Pac Ctr
ETVC
SGA
ETVC
Pac Ctr

F ebruary

ﬁ

DVG
DVG
RGA
Pac Ctr
SGA
ETVC
FIM
ETVC
ETVC
ETVC
ETVC
ETVC
Pac Ctr
ETVC

Pac Ctr

RCC Rap Group

Social

TV/TS Rap

Outreach Commitiee
Newsletter Commiittee
Social

Mid-Month Social
Significant Others
Poker Social

Gender D{spbmsiu:}g] roup
Lend .ibrary Open
TV/TS Rap

Gala

Social

Social

Executive Commitiee
Informational Meeting
TS Committee
Education _Cnmmittce
Body Shaping

RCC. Rap Group

TWIS Rap
Social

Sacial

RCC Rap Group
Social

TV/TS Rap

Social

Executive Committee
Informational Meeting
Ts Committee

Lihrary
QMIDH%B
Du‘lreach Committee

Hormones Seminar

Soclal Commitiee

Self Portraiture Seminar
RCC Rap Group

Social

TV/TS Rap

SF Coronation

Social

Thursday Night Fever
TV/TS Rap

Meels at 7 PM
Starte at 8 PM
Meets 8-10 PM
Meets at Noon
Meets at 1 PM
Starts at 8 PM
Starts at § PM
Meets T:30-10 PM
Starts at 8PM
Meets 8-10 PM
Hours 7-11 PM
Meets 8-10 PM
Starts at 6 PM
Starts at 4 PM
Starts at .30 FM
Meets at SPM
Meets at 2 PM
Meets at 7 PM
Meets at 8 PM
Starts at 8 PM
Meets at 7 PM
Starts at 8 PM
Meats 8-10 PM
Starts at 8 PM
Meets at 8 PM
Meets at 1 PM
Meets 8-10 FM
Starts at 6:30 PM
Staris at 7:30 FM
Starts at 8 PM
Meets 8-10 PM

Starts al 8 PM
Meets at 7 PM
Starts at 8 PM
Meets 3-10 PM
Starts at 7:30 PM
Meets at 2 PM
Meets at 2PM
Meets at 7 PM
Meets at 8 PM
Starts at § PM
Meets 7:30-10 PM
Starts at 8PM
Meets 8-10 PM
Hours 7-11 PM
Meets 8-10 PM
Meets at 1 PM
Starts at 2PM
Starts at 8 PM
Meets at 8 PM
Starts at 8 PM
Meets at 7 PM
Starts at § PM
Meets 8-10 PM
Starts a1 6 PM
Starts at 7:30 PM
Starts at SPM
Meets 8-10 PM

Pleasant Hill
San Jose
Berkeley

San Francisco
San Francisco
Walnut Creek
The LineUp, SF
SanFrancisco
San Francisen
San Jose

San Francisco
Berkeley
Holiday lnu SF
SantaRosa
Sacramento

Berkele

California Club, SF
Sacramento

Kimo®s, Upstairs
Berkeley

Walnut Creek
Pleasant Hill
San Jose
Berkeley
Sacramento
Albany

Kimo’s Mtg.Room
Kimo"s Mtg,Room
The Cinch, SF
Palo Alto

San Francisco
Berkeley

San Francisco
San Jose

San Francisco
Kimo’s, Upstairs
Walnut Creek

The LineUp, SF
Kimos, Upstairs
Pleasant Hill

San Jose

Berkeley

Gift Center, SF

Pacific Center for Human Growth, a
counseling oriented growth cenler. sponsors
all-inclusive gender support groups on every

Friday at 8:00 PM, 2712 Telegraph Avenuc.
Bakeley. Call: (510 iﬂ

RainbowGender Association (RGA)meets
Istand 3rd Fridayof the month 8:00 PM at the
New Community of Faith Church. 6350
Rainbow Drive, San Jose. Writz: RGA. PO
Box 700730. San Jose. CA 95170. Call:
{

Sacramento Gender Association (SGA)
Blue Rose Chapter meets 8 PM the 2nd and
4th Saturday of each month in Sacramento.
Write: PO Box 215456, Sacramento. CA

95821-1456.  Call: (916) | G to

meeting locations.

Diablo Valley Girls (DVG) meets first and
third Monday of every month. 8 PM at Just
Rewards Nightelub, 2520 Camino Diablo in
WalnutCreek. Write: DVG,POBox 272885,
Concord. CA 94527-2885. Call: (S0

FTM, a support group for Femnale-to-Male
erossdressers & transsexuals holds bothopen.
Informational Meetings, andclosed. Support
Meetings. Write: FTM.5337College Avenue
#142.0akland. CA94618. Call Voice Mail:

o510/ .

TGIF (TransGenderism Is Fun), a social
group for transgenders, meets one Saturday
each month at a private home in Santa Rosa
tor a potluck social from 4 PM until carly
evening Fordates. location and reservations.
call Diane or Anoe 2

San Joaquin Gender Association, meets at
the First Wave Bar & Gnll, 321 W. Weber
Streetin Stockton. For dates and times. wriie
to 1141 Catahina Drive, Box 163, Livermore.
CA 94550 or call their hot line (209) [}

Silicon Valley Gender Association (SVGA),
anew transgender support group. meetsatthe
Billy DeFrank Community Center in San
Jose on the 2nd and 4th Friday of the month
from 7PM o YPM. For more info. call (408)

Please Print ETVC Membership Application

Mailing Name:

Mailing Address: ) -
City: State: Zip:

Preferred Name;:
Birth Date: Month

How did you learn about ETVC? e —
Part year membership from January 1 - May 31 is $13.00 (Famﬂy $18.00) (New members only).

Family Member's Name:

Day

(If Applicable)

New Member;

__ Renewal:

Full year membership June 1 - May 31 is $25.00 (Family - $35.00).

Please remit by check or money order to:

ETVC, P.O. Box 426486, San Francisco, CA 94142-6486
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Families With Two Moms
By Sandra [

On November 20th, twenty of us came to Kimo's Upstairs to
listen as transgendered parents Susan Stryker and Sage
described their families where love for the children is shared by two
moms, Their children, like many of ours, have lived with the
knowledge of one of their parent’s transgendered status from an
early age. This brings about a unique set of circumstances and
problems; in the ensuing discussion we gained valuable insights in
dealing with some of these problems.

Susan Suyker is well known as a PhD author, teacher, and
lecturer. She has shared her MTF transgendered status with her
leenage son since he was eight years old. She has an amicable joint
custody arrangement with the boy’s genetic mother that allows the
boy to enjoy the love of both his ‘moms.” Both parents identify as
lesbians; though considered ‘culturally quees’ the boy is basically
straight as of age thirteen. He returns the love of both parents and
is protective when they are confronted with elements of homophobia.

Sagejjiclped start the gay and lesbian communities in San
Francisco where he has lived since 1968. Born female, he lived a
lesbian lifestyle until lsaming of the FTM support group three years
ago. He has been taking testosterone at varying intervals for over
two years. Sage is the co-parent of the fifteen year old child of his
female partner. With the boy's genetic father long out of the picture,
Sage has filled the role of a second parent for several years, and is

now providing elements of a father image for the boy The boy
shares the love of both his parents. and he appears satisfied with the
gender of his birth. ;

Afterthe speakersrelated their stories, several from the audience
shared their own situations and concerns. There is no set age to tell
children of their parents transaendered status: it should be done
when they display the maturity needed to deal with the situation.
Telling them too early may cause confusion requiring therapy:
waiting too long may risk the development of deep-rooted prejudices.
How to tell them didn’t get much discussion, but one parent
explained that his father's penis way ‘left-over’ from before he
decided to become a girl.

When loveis freely communicated, knowledge of transgendered
parents doesn’t usually cause difficulty on a personal level. For
their own social safety when they relate to the outside world. it is
usnally best for children to refrain from sharing this knowledge
with their peers. Though perception of gay and lesbian parents has
become more socially acceptable in recent years, transgendered
parenis are still not as well understood. Unfortunately, caring and
responsible parents often find their transgendered status used as a
potent weapon against them in child custody cases.

Further support and discussion of transgendered parents is
available through the Alternative Family Project in San Francisco:
Sage Foster and ETVC member Mina Schwartz are active in this
effort. Support is available from the PFLAG (Parents and Friends
of Lesbians And Gays) and COLAGE (Children Of Lesbians Andl
Gays Everywhere) groups in ather areas.

Take Me to the Fair

By Veronica Smith

The reviews are generally mixed on the
Second Annual Gender Fair that took place
atJelly’ son October 19, On the minus side,
we had a disappointing turnoul; there were
fewer paying attendees this year compared
1o last, while there were more snafus. The
expected stage didn’t show up and we were
supplied with eight-footlong tables instead
of the requested six-foot ones. The change
of tables confused vendors, crowded floor
space, made it difficult for customers and
impossible for Jelly's poor waitresses. Even
the weather didn’ tcooperate—it was windy R
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and cold, so fashion shows were poorly .
atiended and several of the outside vendors
were dissatisfied.

On the plus side, there were more

Ruosalie’s New-Look's Wig Fashion Show on our stage at the Gender Fair... | to r. Resalie,
guitarist Andreas Rieloss. Veronica, Darey, Dottie, & Tasha. (Photo by Veronica Smith}

vendors this year than last and most were
glad they came. Some even did pretty well.
Merely gathering together the folks who
cater 1o our community was a kind of
success. The raffle (after deducting costs
like printing and mailing tickets) netted
around $1, 100toward ETVC s future home;
and there were thirty-eight prize winners.

Though the statistics say there were
fewer paid attendees, | met a lot of new

& CHANNEL, The ETVC Neawslatter

folks, and the interest they expressed in our
club indicated to me that the Gender Fair
was achieving some outreach as well.
Personally, I had a great time. Tt was fun to
have some place to be dressed during the
day. [ gotto try on a corset, model a wig and
buy a dress. After the Fair, abouta dozen of
us went w dinner and a show. It was an
enjoyable, long day en femme.

But events like the Gender Fair should

do more than merely afford me another
opportunity (o saunter aboul in a dress
(although it's nice that they do), because
they require a lot of effort, stretch our
resources and tire our precious volunteers,
[tis hoped that such events are sort of secd
projects in the long process of unifying and
nurturing our community's various
elements so that from them, a stronger and
more expansive community can grow.



Intercourse on
Sadomasochism

By Sandra -
I N o < made

itto Kimo's Upstairs to hear Sex Therapist
William Henkin and Safe Sex Educator
Sybil Holiday give an overview of the
techniques used in the activities of
Sadomasochism. alsoknowrias $&M. Both
presenters are certified by the state in their
respective disciplines. Their treatment of
the subjectemphasizes communication and
consentbetween parmers, andtheadherence
to certain rules to insure the safety of the

players at all times during an S&M'

encounter.

Sadomasochism is the giving and
receiving of intense erotic sensation by a
formula agreed to in advance between
consenting adults. Some variations were
described. Bondage and discipline combines

the restraint of movement with punishment
and control. Dominance and submission i8
an exchange of erotic power that depends
more on psychological dominance than on
physical pain. Inevery case, thescriptneeds
to be determined before play begins, and
both the physical and psychological limits
of endurance need to be kept in mind for
each participant.

The body is sometimes stimulated lo
release endorphins when it is under the
stress of sadomasochistic behavior. This
can cause a natural high thus alleviating
any inclination to resort to stronger
intoxicants. Sadomasochism is a role-
playing experience; a person playing a
dominantroleisreferred to as the top, while
a submissive role is played by the bottom,
A male top is sometimes called a master; a
female top is a mistress; and the bottom is
a slave. Feminists have expressed some
concern when hearing of male bottorns who
want to be crossdressed as females; i.e. why
does the bottomalways have tobe a woman!

Party etiquette forbids the wearing ol
mundane attire to § &M gatherings:
provocative clothing is more appropriate.
and black is always a popular color. The
Society of Janus is probably the besl
organized Sadomasochism group in San
Francisco; it began in 1974 The Outcasts
began in 1984 as the first group to accepl
known TS members in their new gender
role, Private S&M parties should generally
be attended by couples: and as with any
new acquaintances, beware of potential
partners you meet through the mail or over
the net until you know them better.

William and Sybil have recently
published the book ‘Consensual
Sadomasochism’. This covers all aspects
of the subject with an emphasis on
communication, consent, and safety. They
have donated an autographed copy toETVC.
This is now available in our lending library
but considering the popularity of their
presentation, you can expect the book to
have a waiting list for awhile.

SRS Is The Final Cut
By Sandra |||l

More than 50 people — twice the number of the largest crowd
to attend any ETVC educational seminar in recent memory —
crowded into Kimo's Upstairs October 20 to hear Dr. Toby Meltzer
describe his experiences performing sexual reassignment surgery,
usually just called SRS.

Dr. Meltzer — who last talked to us only six months earlier at
Califomia Dreamin’ — also described various other surgical
technigues during the irip to San Francisco he made from Oregon
4t his own expense.

Dr. Meltzer trained at Wayne State University in Michigan with
Dr. Neal Wilson, another well known SRS surgeon. Microsurgical
reconstruction of the head and neck was Dr. Meltzer's speciaity.
Today 60% of his practice is related to gender and 40% is cosmetic.

The technique used by Dr. Meltzer to perform SRS surgery for
male-to-female patients is the penile inversion method. He takes a
skin graft from above the hips to supplement the penile tissue in the
10% of cases that he feels have inadequate depth. He likes this
method because it avoids donor site scars and it is less invasive than
the more costly procedure that uses a section of the sigmoid colon.
The nerves from the glans (head of the) penis are left intact for the
construction of aclitoris; this makes orgasm possible postoperatively
in most cases. [.ubrication from the seminal vessels may even be
possible. Dr. Meltzer recommends staying home for a month afier
the suraery if possible. A labia and a clitoral hood can be constructed
asasecondary outpatient procedure inabout three months. Dilation
is needed indefinitely; how often depends on the level of sexual
activity.

Other surgical procedures performed by Dr, Meltzer include
breast augmentation. He has been using saline-filled implants, but
silicone isexpected to be an option again soon since no evidence has
been found thatit is harmful. He likes to insert the implant through

the areola (nipple) since it is difficult to get it low enough to seal
properly through the armpil, and the crease under the breast is
sometimes difficnlt to find.

A delicate procedure Dr. Melizer performs with an
otolaryngologist (nose and throat specialist) is a technigue to raise
the pitch of the voice: this is done by pulling the vocal chords
tighter. The operation is performed under a local anesthesia and it
is reversible, but he does not recommend this except in the most
severe cases. Dr. Meltzer also performs tracheal shaves, rhinoplasties,
and other cosmetic procedures for more feminine features.

Dr. Meltzer is in the process of moving from the hospital he’s
been working in for the last eight years to a smaller one that is still
in Portland, The fees will remain the same, but he feels patients will
get better service than before.

Before accepting patients for SRS, Dr. Meltzer requires two
letters of recommendation from therapists according to the Harry
Benjamin Standards of Care. He usually has about a two- or three-
month waiting list; you can get on his list when you feel you're
ready as long as you have the letters and the fees before the date of
the surgery. I won't quote any fees here, but I think you'll tind Dr.
Meltzer's comparable o those of others performing the same
services in this country.
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A Conversation with Diane:
A Veteran Educator Offers a New
Curriculum for Transgenderism

By Elizabeth [

Those who pay close attention to the media may have recently come
across one of the myriad interviews that have been published with
ETVC's own Diane Giles, a college math instructor, loving spouse
and parent, and founder of Sonoma County's Transgenderism is
Fun (TGIF) who has become a major spokesperson for our
community since she decided to live full-time as a woman last year,
Since Diane, 58, went public, her story has appeared in the Santa
Rosa Press Democrat and has been covered by the Associated
Press. That means that a wide variety of other media have picked up
the story, and Diane has appeared in newspapers and radio spots all
over the U.S. She has also been written up in the National Enquirer,
and has been sought as a possible guest on the Jenny Jones, Oprah
Winfrey and Inside Edition TV shows.

We recently caught up with Diane and were able to interview her
briefly in late November about her experiences since “coming out.”
Until 1996, Diane was known as “Dick,” and was a long-time
faculty member at Santa Rosa Junior College. Actually, long-time
is an understatement: Armed with a Master of Arts in mathematics
from the University of Illinois, she has been teaching college-level
mathematics at the college for 32 years!

Diane is also a strong family member who has been married to the
same spouse, Anne, for 33 years. In addition, with Anne, Diane has
been co-parent to ten children — all of them adopted kids with
special needs. Diane, who describes Anne as a “saint,” counts her
SO as her strongest supporter. and says Anne was instrumental in
helping “Dick™ make the decision to go public as transgendered.
“For the first 57 years of my life,  was not OK with this,” Diane says
simply. “I had to incorporate in my world all the negative things that
our society puts onit. Last year, I was ata low ebb. It was Anne who
suggested that I go forward with it . . . For the first time in my life,
1 went out the front door.”

Diane said she came out on Halloween 1995, and went 1o a party as
her female persona. She had photos made of the occasion and

by Anne Giles

the Enquirer.

Diane and Anne Giles

showed them around to those who were close to her. The reaction
she received gave her grounds for cautious optimism, “Everybody
without exception was very blase about it.” she said. “After aboul
a month of this, I decided to take the next siep.”

She said that that her decision to go public was accepted with good
grace by most of her colleagues at Santa Rosa Junior College. “With
one or two exceptions, most of them were pretty supportive,” she
said. Diane noted that one woman had transferred to another
campus to avoid her (“she just went nuts,” she says sadly), but. by
and large, “Everybody's in a good place about it. except for one or
two of my kids.™

Forastrongly family-oriented person, those kids are very importan(.
Diane said she has hopes that one of the children may eventually
come around, but she said she fecls the other — a daughter— 1s
unlikely to ever accept her former father’s new gender role.

"I feel she is pretty much gone.” Diane said sadly. On the other
hand, Diane said she is gratified that her students at Santa Rosa
Junior College have been overwhelmingly accepting.

“The very firstday of class, [ went in and gota lotof big round eyes,
she said. “I told them, that I knew they signed up for a class with
Dick Giles, but they were getting his identical twin sister, Diane.”
Although she offered them the opportunity to transfer out, almost
all stayed. she said.

Diane’s new life as a full-ime woman has brought her new
challenges —and some unexpected pleasures. She has been besieged
by offers from television producers who long to get her on their
shows, including the aforementioned Jenny Jones (“*Which 1 would
never do™), as well as Oprah (“Which I am considering ™)

She said the reaction {o the write-up in the National Enquirer —
althongh the article appeared without her knowledge or cooperation
— has been basically positive: “My son called me and said. *Hey.
Dad! It didn’t even have anything about space aliens in it'”
Diane saidlastyear she attended her first-ever High School reunion.
and that the response was generally good. Although she is chary of
offering advice to other transgendered people (**After all. 1 lost a
daughter over this™), she says that she feels her overall experience
has been positive. So far. she said, her greatest triumph since
coming out lies in “just realizing that | can do it.”

“With all this publicity, I have had not one single crank call in the
months this has been happening,” she told The Channel.

Anne’s Thoughts

There is a serious side to Diane’s and my story, one you will read in another issue. but
this is the holiday season and a time to be lighthearted.

“Lighthearted.” That is a fine term to describe how we both feel these days. 1 have
beard Diane say almost daily for the five months since she has been full time, T feel so
good”, “Tam just so happy”, “Life is such a joy! And her pleasure is contagious.
especially tome. Of course, it helps that we have great support from family, friends and
community, that I am now comfortable with a (¢minine spouse. and that Diane is a
delightful person to live with.

I thought that I was accepting Diane because | cared about Dick/Diane’s welfare. but in
doing so I found an unexpected bonus: 1am much happier, too. We are having such fun
as a transgendered couple. We have met so many wonderful people through DVG,
ETVC, and now our own TGIF get togethers at our home. The public has been
surprisingly accepting and never hassled us after we were written up in newspapers and

Of course, 1 am sure we provide a source of conversation. (*Maude, you'll never guess
what I saw at Safeway today!™) I wonder what people thought as our grown, African-
American adopted daughter ran down the sidewalk yelling “Dad, wait for me.” at a six

foot one white woman in high heels. No, our life is never mundane.
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The Lengths To Which We Go

By Veronica Smith
Channel National Correspondent

As we sal in the darkened room watching slide afier slide of
women’s breasts (the soft, smooth symbols of femininity), I found
myself being lulled into a trance-like state by the mechanical hum
of the vacuum pump and the melodious drawl of the half-naked man
with the huge suction cups on his chest.

And [ thought, *“Where else could I be but at a cross-dressing
convention?”

From September 25-29. | attended my third “Southem Comfort™
in Atlanta. A long way to go just to dress, you might say. Butat home,
[don’tseem tohave the time (o play with make-up or hair style asmuch
as I'd like, while ata convention, I canbe one among hundreds of men
playacting al being girls for an extended period of time. It is for this 1
o rather than to listen to any of the many offered lectures.

One lecture that did spark my interest, however, was on how to
improve one's bust without hormones, pads or surgery. That's how
[ found myself listening to 4 man wearing a bra Devo might have
designed for Madonna, The lecturer had developed these suction
cups himself after a series of flawed prototypes (of which he
showed slides). The now perfected goblets were hooked up 10 a
portable compressor (“which you can also use to bleed your
brakes™) and aregulator (which the speaker continuallymonitored).
After a balf-hour, the cups were replaced with an elaborate frame
supporting a costomized snake-bite kit, a jack-like screw device
and a manuoal pump.

It vaguely looked like something Grand Inquisitor Torquemada
might have used.

By placing the snake bite cups to the nipples, manning the hand-
pumpand twisting the screw device, the breasts were stretched even
further. 1 was reminded of the movie, “A Man Called Horse."

Seahorse Medical Clinic

Primary Care and Internal Medicine for People

| ol Al Genders, Cultures, and Sexual Orientations

Joy Diane Shaffer, MD
Diplomate, American Board of Internal Medicine
Member, Gav & Leshran Medical Association

Phove: (o[ ¢ -l
1570 The Alameda, Suite 215, San Jose, CA 95126-2305

MELINDA M WHITEWAY
Attorney and Counselor at Law

143 Sacramento Avenue
Santa Cruz, CA 85060
Ph: 408-458-2545

Fax: 408-458-3516

E Malil:

Finally, when the imagined limiis of tearing flesh were tar
exceeded, he removed the tny cups. There was a loud pop and some
spilled fluid (I sometimes draw blood™). Before us stood a man
withimpressively pointed breasts without hormones, pads or surgery
He said they would remain swollen like that for several hours, and
would gradually shrink, hut his breasts (over the past couple ol
yeary) had become penmanently enlarged.

The presenter seemed perfectly comfortable and the andience
expressed a lot of interest, but | guess | wasn't in the right frame ol
mind, 1 found it either funny or disturbing, sort of like “Home
Improvemen(” meets Mae West. And o me the breasts looked
blotchy and painful,

There were lots of other fun events that took place in those four
days, like dining at Planet Hollywood, listening o Atlanta’s Cay
Men's Chorus (really great), watching a fashion show with clothes
specifically designed for cross dressers, confrontinga Ieft Foxworthy
look-a-like who insisted that 1 was a woman even after I showed
him the tape and foam rubber that creates my cleavage, dancing al
"The Chamber” (which features S/M demonstrations), almosl
being shot by another cross dresser. and lots of other things.

But for me the most enjoyable aspect of these event-filled days
was the simple fact that 1 was experiencing them as Veronica,

= g: Marin Results Oriented
+*12 yr experience with the gender community
* Free consultation

A safe, private atmosphere that accommodates all
levels of transitions & sensitive to gender needs.

Other services available:
Makeup application and lessons. waxing, facials
1010 Lootens Pl #6 » San Rafael * CA = 94901

REBECCA AUGE, Ph.D.
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License PSY 6644 ingividual and
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Therapy
Gender Issues

3637 Grand Avenue, Suite C

Oakland, California 94610 Life Tranpitiveg,
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freedom from sexual guilt ¢ bulding seff-confidance
eliminating unwanted habits @ stress management
attracting love ® preparing for surgery

MATTHEW B. LOVE
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OTHER VOICES

Other Voices is a newsletter within
the ETVC newsletter by and for
Significant Others. Send letters and
articles ta: Other Voices, c/lo ETVC,
PO Box 426486,

San Francisco, CA 94142-6486.

The Wife and Times of a

Crossdresser
By Juana Smith

Anniversary Gifts

Last time I bad reporied on that near-disastrous March
Social of 1992: how it had been threatened, saved and yet
was about to be threatened again. And I do want to finish
that story — maybe next time. But for this issue, I'd like 10
discuss anniversaries, because January marks the fifth year
since Hubby came out 0 me about his desire to cross dress,
and February 14 will be the eleventh of our wedding .

Hubby has always done a good job making 2/14 a special
day, whereas I sometimes have a hard time knowing what
to get the big lug. But the month after he said he had
always wanted to experience some of the things girls do, 1
thought of the perfect gift: Why not have a “sleep-over”
with my new girlfriend, Veronica, just like teenagers!
Having grown up in a household of boys, my husband had
never considered this popular teenaged girl pass-time for
Veronica. (Of course, I also envisioned adding a slight
adult twist to the sleep-over.)

We spent the week arranging time off, cleaning the
apartment, buying delicacies (including Snickers — what
teenager would be caught without some sort of chocolate?),

“and getting the appropriate beauty supplies. With
everything in place by (e 13th, we only had (o determine
the scenario. I thought I gave Hubby a pretty good idea of
what 1o expect.

Valentine's Day arrived with a typical February fog and
chill, but the forecast looked promising and our excitement
warmed us up. While Hubby busied himself becoming
Veronica, 1 went downtown o shop for some special

s o
i

nightgowns (not like when I was a kid) and have lunch at a
quaint, little place T really like. As [ swirled the last
McNugget in its special sauce. | reminisced about sleep-
overs and what my sister and 1 sometimes did on Saturday
nights when we didn’t have dates. 1 called to confirm the
evening’s invitation (just like I did when T was a teenager).
To make it more realistic. I had my toothbrush in my
backpack. Veronica answered in a sing-song falsetto and
told me to come right over. or maybe pick up a video along
the way. She’d provide dinner. I picked up the perfect
movie and headed home, or rather, to my girlfriend’s
house.

When I arrived, 1 way surprised (and amused) to be
greeted by a heavily made up, tall woman in a flamboyant
red evening dress and four inch heels. “Just like a teenage
girl,” 1 thought and I said, My, my, Vita, don’t you look
grand tonight!” By Veronica's puzzled look I could tell she
had never seen “Mildred Pierce,” the movie I'd picked. 1
suggested that she might want to change into something
more casoal, like jeans and a sweater, for the first part of
the evening. She spritely agreed (she loves trying on
different outfits) and as | shut the door behind me, T knew
we were in for a silly but fun night.

T thought I"'d take a short nap while Veronica redressed
and began preparing dinner. She gently awakened me a
half-hour later with a glass of champagne and raspberries.
What a way to begin' Then we snacked on lemon-basted
chicken, steamed artichokes and a fresh baguette, and we
gabbed about school projects (we were both taking grad
classes). I popped the movie in the VCR, and we gave each
other masques and manicures, Our talk changed from
theoretical styles to hair styles

As we painted our (oes “Jungle Red,” we heard the
world’s most ungrateful daughter snap at her hard-working
mom, “I’'m sick and tired of your chickens and pies.” And
by the time Mr. and Mrs. Pierce confessed to the police,
our polish might have been dry, but our eyes were wet. But
Veronica soon lifted me out of my melancholy mood by
giving me a heart shaped box of chocolates (I had the
Snickers later). And when the movie was completely over,
I told Veronica we had better get to bed.

Over a relaxing, intimate evening, Veronica had the
opportunity to explore an event most girls experience,
while I was pleasantly surprised by the fact that this make-
believe sleep-over evoked long-forgotten and fond
memories of when I was a kid. But we were adults as we
turned off the lights and felt smooth skin touch smooth
skin
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It was really
spectal o see <0
many of you at the
Halloween Party,
with your husbands and
significant others cross dressed in
their various costumes. [know
Halloween is the one time of
the year we don’t feel like
we have to “explain what’s
going on" Lo ourneighborsor  §
family when our partners are
cross dressed, so it is the one
opportunity for most wives and partners to be supportive and
feel comfortable in public sharing the fun part of this lifestyle,
It was a good time and you all looked fabulous.

Another very pleasant event was held on a Friday night in
November at Bobby McGee's Restaurant in the Embassy
Suites Hotel in Burlingame, Instigated by the RGA group,
members of both RGA and ETVC shared a good dinner ina
very lovely setting. There were six couples plus six others
who enjoyed the camaraderie of the evening, We hope this
will happen again in the future with even more attendees ... it
is good outreach, good inreach to our wives and partners,
good for Bay Area sisterhood, and good fun, Ourthanksto our
gracious Hostesses, Trina and Gelzey, for planning this get-
together,

You know now we are basically pretty nice people, most
of vur cross dressers are truly very rare and special human
heings who share their joy and friendship happily with those
who accept them. Try it again— come to the Cotillion on the
25th of Tanuary. You will see some glamorous evening wear
and we think the Show will be a good one this year. We are
going back to the California Club where we always felt
comfortable andelegant. [tis anexciting evenimng with everyone
looking their very best. Your partner wouldreally like to have
you join him, I'm sure. Give it some thought ... maybe we’ll
see you there?

Here’s the Babhy!

Her2’s a snapshot taken
by me (obviously no
relation to Ansel (Chop
off s head!) Adams) of
our new addition (0 the
“family”, charming litile
Marisa Barbara, along
with her mommy and
daddy, Rosa and Perry.
As we keep telling Perry,
this little girl was most
fortunate to take after her
pretty momma!

“Intimate Apparel Salon ©

ETVC Members — 10% Discount
hy appoinunent only

bras hard to find sizes
breast forms certified fitter
< 1117 South B St.. San Mateo » 415 = |
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By Karena Dillon

» Complimentary consultations
« Men & Women + Free parking
« Days, evenings « Private entrance

940 Bush Street, San Francisco
Private Voice Mail 415 ||

PSY 17601 By Appointment

Anne Vitale PhD
Individual & Group Psychotherapy

Serving our community since 1978

610 D" Street
San Rafael CA 94901

(415 I
[

saquiries  feathers » rhinestones = beads « satin » crepe » leather » spandex = fur

UN-Y-JY-4L-1-d
URBAN NERM4IDS

Outrageous Yintage and Rhinestone Jewelry
Quality Used Leather in Great Colors & Stules

1807 Divisadero @ Bush

15) I
TRUE SELVES

Understanding Transsexualism
— For Familles, Friends, Coworkers,
and Helping Professionals

by Mildred L, Brown, Chioce Ann Rounsley
Hardcover $25.00

% JOSSEY-BASS PUBLISHERS

""" SAN FRANCISU G
WV OISSRYDAsS. Ol

first timers treated gently
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Out on the Town with Darcy
By Darcy Leopard

Cocktails in
Elegant Surroundings

I havea TG friend named Bree who
is a tour guide by trade. Her talents
evidently extend into her off hours,
100, as she has been doing an excellent
job of finding night spots for us to sip
cocktails and show off our legs.
Lately we bave been focusing on upscale places: great for us
TV’s who love to dress up in an era when most people are
dressing down,

Our first outing was Harry Denton’s Starlight Room, located
on top of the Sir Francis Drake Hotel at 450 Powell Street. We
were a bit nervous as we parked the car and prepared to take on
the brightly lit lobby en route to the lounge. Our experience up
to this point was primarily in gay bars and avant-garde SOMA
nightclubs. Now we were venturing straight into a classy joint of
straight society.

The lobby was actually rather quiet as we strode across its
elegant atmosphere towards the elcvator. A mirror was located
along the way, and of course we had to check ourselves out in it.
Our wigs badn’ t managed to turn themselves sideways yet, so we
risked the elevator ride and arrived in the lounge.

The Starlight Room is essentially split into two areas. One is

ROMANTASY

Custom Corsets & specialty hoisery
for the ransgendered physique

1929 Moulton 5t. @ Fillmore
San Frandiseo, Ca 244123
Open Daily 12-7 pm

415 673.3137 ext. 03

Corset Coralog $12.
Mini Catalog §5.

http://www.romantosy.com
e-mail: corsets@romantasy.com

phala +). Venier model » Darcy leapard, first ruanerap Miss ETVC 1995,
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a small bar and the other a dancing area. We chose the former. sitting
ataround table with tall stools centered in arotunda-style view area.
The perimeter of the rotunda is lined with stools facing outwards.
taking advantage of the stunning panorama. The bar’s interior is
omately decorated in dark wood and creatively designed chandeliers
and wall sconses.

Our well-mannered bartender arrived shortly. We requested
couple of martinis, and sipped them slowly while continuing 10 soak
up the ambience. Tt was actoally rather quiet that evening. We
received only a few casual glances from the scattered patrons at the
bar, and a nice smile from the young lady greeting people entering
the dancing area.

On another evening we visited The Redwood Room, located in
the Clift Hotel at Geary & Taylor, Arriving just in ime toclaim the
last seatin the house, we placed ourselves at a small, round cocktail
table in the middle of the room. No hiding in dimly lit corners for
these two town-hopping transvestites!

We munched on a bowl of fresh pine nuts as we surveyed the
drink menu and our surroundings. The presence of the room was
awesome, with ceilingsabout 3() feet high and the walls and majestic
pillars covered in rich redwood. A jazz trio played softly justa short
distance from us. Our wailress arrived and we ordered a couple ol
specialty Martinis; mine had Cointreau added to it. At $8 per drink.
we decided to nurse them slowly.

As we settled into our drinks and looked around, we noted thal
the clientele was an interesting mix of tourists and locals, both
casually and well-dressed. In one corner a group of middle-aged.
cigar-chomping men were reclining happily. one of them gazing al
us with an admiring predatory look. A couple of wild young Virginia
Slims Poster Women in off-the-shoulder black dresses were seated
at the end of the bar puffing on huge cigars, throwing their hair back
and laughing. The Redwood Room has a reputation of being ahaven
for cigar smokers, by the way.

After bothnights of visiting these two establishments, Bree and
1 went to an event called GirlSpot, a primarily lesbian event held
every Saturday at Club VSF at 11th and Folsom streets. It is a high
energy affair, with the atmosphere oozing enthusiasm and fun. The
sel-upis excellent, with a huge cenual dance floor, four bar stations.
an open-air deck upstairs, and even a pool-playing area sporting a
psychedelic carpet. There is usually a beautiful young lady sporting
a scanty outfit and a big smile dancing solo on stage, working hard
and giving quick kisses and snuggles for tips.

Bree and 1 always have a blast here, dancing to our hearts’
content and meeting lots of ladies. They are very friendly here, and
seem quite happy toseeus. We occasionally see other TV’s, but very
few. Perhaps some more should show up, hmmm?

PAULA-JO HUSACK, MA., M.EC.C.
LIC. #MFC27864

Individuals, Couples, Families, Groups

1838 El Camino Real, Suite 203
Burlingame, CA 94010

(415) N




ETVC Haunts Dunfey
(continued from pg. 1)

bechive bedecked bingo ladies from the Smith Trailer Park would
have an attack of her allergies. Not to worry, both were too busy
dancing (o snecze. Retumning for the second year in a row to supply
the music for the night, and great music at that, was Bole Bantu,
featuring ETVC's own Deann [ o» druns.
Thereamongstthe chorus girls, vampires, devils, clown, Klingon,
flapper, baby and blood splattered chain saw murderess, I sidled up
to the bar and pondered the universal question, “Just how does that
three-breasted space alien get her lighted nipples to twinkle in
succession?” And if Trina, who accessorized her lovely ruffled
peach gown with a magic wand, is fairy godmother, who is
Cinderella? The answer is Christina Salvett, in her sunning
white embroidered gown that would make any princess, real or
story book, drool with envy the way several of us in the room did. - " Veur, the b
And while being stylishly cross dressed may win you a prize Erver, e cooked gy
al someone else’s Halloween party, at ours, looking like an $ Halloweey Gale,
altractive
woman merely quali-
fies you 1o judge others’ costumes. Thus
were Jane Bentley, Leslie [ and An-
drea [l pressed into service for being
S0 tastefully conservative on a night that
called for the outrageous. Their choice
forscariest was the ever scandalous Didi
Mau, for being scary in a way that is
uniquely Didi’s. Most glamorous went
to the mystery couple in leather and
lace, who left before we could record
theirnames or award their prize. The
most creative and best overall entry
went to Lulu i in her maternal
glory as Madonna, complete with

For the Second

: Telzey Adams:
Piyote By B Photo By Telzey Adams

mgo Ladies: | i
. - JHana . :
Salverti and Darcy o Veroniea

Christ e a photo bredk new baby Lourdes. WEIVE's Halloween Gylq
Leopard 14 As the band played its final set, only one
question remained that evening. “What will I wear next Halloween?”
Seandy Robinette BARE WITH US
Electrolysis ELECTROLYSIS
Face & Body Waxing FREE CONSULTATIONS
Lash & Brow Tinting
206 Tamalpais Drive NEWARK, CA 94560 o s10) I
Corte Madera, CA 94925 _ (Across From Newark Pavilion)

& Socrees,
Felle 5 Eyicaic ELECTROLYSIS | BREAST FORMS
SILICON EXTERNAL PROSTHESIS

e . : = o
(,(/pp/,(,/y,“ 50 /o OFF PERMANENT HAIR REMOVAL e

Jano Bogg “as natural as a woman's breast”

-] - =
F I rSt V l S I t REGISTERED ELECTROLOGIST
510 North Berkeley/Albany location | .0, Box 9962, Berkeley, GA 34709
. | -0

20585 Wisterna, Castre Valley (51 0)
(at Castro Valley Blvd ) State Licensed by appointment by appontment
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BOOK REVIEW

CONFESSIONS OF A GENDER
DEFENDER

By Randi Ettner, Ph.D.
ISBN 1-886094-51-9

160 pp-$14.95-Trade Paperback
Chicago Spectrum Press

151 Sherman Avenue,

Evanston, IL 60201

Qrder: 1-800 BOOKS-80

1996

Review by Kim Elizabeth Stuart, November, 1996

Randi Ettnerisaclinical psychologist who practices in Chicago,
Illinois, where she and her physician husband, Fred Ettner, work
with transsexuals; so [ was a little confused when [ leafed through
Confessions of a Gender Defender. Wait a minute, I thought, this
doesn’t look as if was written by a clinician. This is a book with a
literary flare. Ag it tarned out, I was wrong in the first instance, and
correct in my latter impression.

Confessions of a Gender Defender is a lilerary book that is
written by a clinician. It’s almost like reading two private journals
at the same time. Dr. Ettner skillfully weaves anumberof thestories
of transsexuals she has worked with into tales that involve her
personal interaction with those same people. While recounting
these stories, she somehow manages to comment on almost all
facets of the steps that transsexuals go through in order to achieve
a sense of oneness between their bodies and their internal gender
identifications that most people take for granted,

The common thread that Dr. Ettner weaves in and out of these
people’s lives is a sense of poignancy and humanness. We learn
how a therapist who really cares about the people she works with
goes about her job, but it's hard not to be swept up in the emoton
of these very real people and their problems. The foremost problem,
of course, is that they have never been comfortable with the gender
roles that have been thrust upon them based upon their genitals. In
most cases, it's justa cursory glance atthe infant as it emerges from
the womb to see whether it has a penis or not. If it does, one course
in life is virinally predetermined. If there is no penis, a very different
rolein lifeis in the offing. Mostinfants don’thave any quarrel with
these proscripted roles as they pass into childhood, adolescence and
then adulthood. For the rare person who is a transsexual, however,
nothing seems to fit quite right, and the war between the inner self
and the body image secms never-cnding.

Randi Ettner has drawn a number of separate but interrelated
portraits of menand women who struggle with a seemingly hopeless
dichotomy. She tells the story of Carla, an intellectually deficient
male to female transsexual who has very religious parents who
totally reject her in the chapter entitled, “Better Dead Than Read.”
There's Thomas who illustrates so beantifully the feelings
transsexuals have by telling a simple anecdaote about the reaction he
and a friend have to a woman they pass in the street. There’s the
touching story of the ever so bright and positive eighty four year old
transsexual who pursues a transition for the bit of contentment she
can capture. My heart was heavy as I read about the male to female
transsexual who was mutilated in Mexico and cssentially left
without genitals, She was given psychotherapy andtold she couldn't
be a woman because of her interest in motorcycles, then bombarded
by another psychiatrist with massive doses of testosterone. The
result, a medical condition that shuts down the adrenal glands and
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produces a body that takes on the appearance of a zombie.

There are many more stories, and they all will touch you atsome
emotional level. You don’t have to be transgendered 1o become
engrossed in this book. That's because 1t relies on one of the most
effective and traditional forms of teaching throughout the history of
our existence-storytelling. Dr. Ettner tums out to be quite a bit more
than a therapist. Randi Ettner is a story teller. She closes by
reminiscing about watching her children fall asleep while
remembering many of the people she works with who dream that
they will wake up as little boys rather than the little girls they are
being raised as, or emerge from sleepas little girlsif they are being
brought up as little boys.

I was particularly struck by the attitude Dr. Ettner has
encountered in other professionals with respect to transsexuals. |
had to laugh out loud at the hypocrisy of the plastic sureeon who
told her that he performed all sorts of operations on people to help
them feel betier about themselves, but iold her that sex reassignment
surgery to make people feel better about themselves was nol
legitimate, Then there was her offer to all interested therapists in
Kentucky to learn about gender dysphonia and how to approach it.
The score: Interested therapists—0: transsexuals—0.

This isa rare glimpse into the lives of some very troubled people
written by someone with the skill to involve us in their livesand the
manner in which those troubles are coped with. Whether you are &
therapist who wants to learn more about working with transsexuals.
or you just like to read good stories, you can’t go wrong with
Confessions of a Gender Defender. If you like good books, head for
your favorite bookstore.

Dr. Ettner can be reached by e-mail at: R ETTNER @aol.com

Kim Elizabeth Stuart is awidely recognized authority on the subject
of transsexualism, and s the anthor of The Uninvited Dilenuna, A
Question of Gender, andthe ResearchSupplement To The Uninvited
Dilemma., both published by Metamarphous Press. She also is the
author of a beoklet entitled A Guide For Male To Female
Transsexuals Considering Shifiing Gender Identity publisiied by
ETVC. Kim Stuart can be reached at her internet address which is:

The Uninvited Dilemma
A Question of Gender
by

Kim Elizabeth Stuart

Research Supplement available separately.

Metamorehous Press
PO Box 10616, Portland, OR 97210-0616
Toll Free 1-800 I Fax (503)




Telling The Children
By Luanna L. Rodgers, MFCC

You and your spouse agree that it is
time to tell the children about your
transgendered expression. It is a
significant partof your life, or, in the case
of the transsexual parent, going [0 become
the way you live your life. You and your
spouse have prepared yourselves by
waorking through the shame and anxiety
you may have felt about your transgender status, o that you do not
convey embarrassment and mixed messages to your children. You
have both developed a support network of people in whom you can
confide, who are supportive of your situation. If not, develop this
support network, otherwise your isolation will be a burden that will
weigh on the whole family.

Remember that as parents it is your job to support your children
and focus on their growth, not the other way around. This is not
about getting more support for you. Itis to help your children know
you better and adjust to a fact of your life that impacts them. Your
disclosure and handling of the matter should be as calming andnon-
disruptive as possible. You must be prepared to reassure and
support your children in having whatever feelings they have about
this news. With your children, your role as parent comes first. As
an adult and a parent you must have strong inner resources and
ouiside support. You cannot afford to feel wounded or become
angry with your child if he or she has a difficull ime with your
transgender status. You must be able to support and help them.

Children will experience a range of feelings and may be unable
Lo identify orarticulate their feelings. They maynot feel comforiable
discussing all their feelings with you. Make sure that, just as you
have built support for yourself, you provide outside support for
your child. Let them know who they can talk with. Find someone
trustworthy that your child knows and likes — a favorite aunt,
family friend or other resource person. Children will eventually
want to discuss this with someone outside of the immediate family.
[t 1s not fair o unload your lifelong secret onto your children and
expect them to carry the burden of silence.

Addivionally, bear in mind that very young children are
developmentally unable o exercise discretion and may end up
saying some very amusing or worrsome things (o day care or
elementary school teachers or other children. Before talking with
the children, you and your spouse need to consider and be prepared
for the impact of others knowing about your rangender status.
Your need to decide together how and when to tell the children,
When you do talk with the children, do so together, both parents
involved as part of a family discussion. Be prepared for follow up
and periods of adjustment, including changesin children’s concerns
as they get older and go through different stages of their own
development. This is the beginning of a process, not a completed
acl.

How will your child respond? Each child is an individual, but
in general the best predictor of a successful outcome is the quality
of your relationship with your child. Are you close, supportive and
communicative? Has your family been able to weather changes and
stresses successfully in the past? If so, you probably have a good
foundation upon which to begindiscussing yourtransgender feelings.

The child's primary concern, whether they voice it directly or
not, willalways be “Will you still love me?" Itis yourresponsibility
to assure your child that though your appearance, behavior and
gender role may change from time to time or permanently, that you

are their parent and will continue (o love and care for them. that this
part of yourself has notand will not change. You will reassure them
directly by stating in words your response to the question they may
not be able toask, elling them that you will be there for them as their
parent and that your love for them isunchanged. Y ou will demonstrale
your love for them by continuing to spend time with them, supporl
and parent them as you always have. You will show them thal they
arc secure in your care ¢ven if they have a difficult ime with your
transgender expression.

Remember when your child was two years old, fell on the floor.
kicked and cried "No!™? You did not take that personally. Most
children will at some point expericnce some anxiety and sensc of
loss when faced with significant change in a parent or in the image
they have of what a mom or dad is. Make sure you are in a strong
enough place intemally to let your child have their own feelings. In
your role as a parent your child’s sense of security is paramount.
You are there to help them make this transition with you.
communicating with them, protecting them and reassuring them.

In my next and concluding article in this three part series on
transgender parenting issues I will address concerns children will
have at different ages and developmental stages and offer
recommendations for parents.

Lwanna L. Rodgers, MFCC is a licensed Bay Area psychotherapisi
specializing in work with the gender communiry.

ELECTROLYSIS

Permanent Hair Removal
Complimentary Consultation
Men & Women
Private Office

Days, Evenings, Saturday by appt.
Shoriwave, Galvanic, Blend and

Multiple Probe Technigue.

Elcctrologist

® 2700 Santa Rosa Ave., Santa !osa, !! !S-‘lOI ¢

Specializing in work with the
Transgender Community

* % % % %

Amelia JTames
Registered

Luamna L. Rodgers, MAMFCC

Licensed Marriage, Family & Child Counselor

Individual Psychotherapy = Couples & Family Counseling
Gender = Sexuality

Call & Let's Talk!

Gain knowledge, information,
self-respect and support.

Telephone;
(015 S
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Patricia Nakamura
ELECTROLYSIS & SKIN CARE

State Licensed Aesthetician & Electrologist

Jane Nakamura

State Licensed Aesthetician

European Facials

e Glycolic Treatments
e Full Makeovers
e \Waxing/Full Body Waxing

Electrolysis

Private & Confidential
Disposable Probes
Desensitizing/Blend Method
Reasonable Rates

Call For Appointment

€Ly
Across from Hamilton Plaza

1645 So. Bascom Ave., Campbell

San Francisco Imperial Court
Coronation Week:

In Town Show Empress I Jose's

Thursday, Cemetery Trip
February 20th Sunday, 8 AM
8 PM 310 February 23rd
Club Bahia

Victory Brunch
Sunday, 11 AM
February 23rd
$17/Advance, $20/Door
Holiday Inn

Pine and Van Ness

1600 Market St.

Council of Emperor’s
Silver Jubilee

Friday, February 21st

5 PM - Buffet, Na Host Bar

The Giraffe
b The Alaska Party
Out of Town Show Sunday. 5 PM
Eﬂgay‘ IFebruary 23rd
ebruary 21st i : b
9PM  $10 Marlena’s, 488 Hayes St.

Holiday Inn, Emerald Room
Pine and Van Ness

Coronation 1997 — The Sky’s The Limit!

The Cift Center Pavilion, 888 Brannan Street, San Francisco

Doors open 5:00 PM; Coronation begins promptly at 6:00 PM.
ETVC has reserved two tables for the Coronation. If you would like
to join us, the costwill be $40 aticket for downstairs seatingand $30
a ticket for upstairs.seating. Please call Ginny right away at
I o1 reservations. Callalsoif you wouldliketo bea “vestal
virgin® at the Cemetery this year!

—
| Willslning M. Beins

Feminine Image and
Gender Transition Consultant

SHOPPING, MAKEUP, FASHION
- COIFFURE, AND ETIQUETTE

REFERRALS TO OTHER
SERVICES

EMOTIONAL SUPPORT

ALL IN PRIVATE AND
NURTURING SETTINGS

Nowr in San ?tanciaao at
(415)

Bb' Q‘?ppom&mané @nfg

Dlscreet shopping for
TWCross Dressers,
Transsexuals, Swingers
and Fantasy People

Shopping Headquarters for that
Cotillion or Coronation dress
French Maids & Bridal Gowns
Adult Baby Clothes
Shoes, 3-15 e Dresses, 3-26 e Corsets, 34-48
Thigh & Knee Boots, sizes 6-15 o Accessories & Makeup
Mailing List Available  Appointments Available
VIP Discount Cards * Breast Enhancers
Various Catalogues Available » Chest Plates

50% OFF
SHORT & LONG BEADED DRESSES

LARGE SIZE SHOES FOR $55

2644 Mission Street, San Francisco, CA 94110 « (415) [N
Validated parking with purchase (22nd St. Bayview Fed. Parking Lot}
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