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Amnesty International Adopts "=~

Gay And Lesbian Prisoners Of Cohsciehée |

YOKOHAMA JAPAN-Ina
first step forward ori the issue,

those imprisoned for being
Gay or Lesbian as prisoners of
conscience. The move came
during its biennial convention
and only as the result of a com-
promise which took some of
the luster off of the hard-won
victory.

Al, founded in 1961 and
based in London, is probably
the world’s best known human
rights organization and
regularly issues highly
publicized reports on human

The new provision has been

sections in South America,
Africa and Asia forced a com-
promise which leaves Gay and
Lesbian rights supporters wor-
ried.

The compromise includes a
so-called escape hatch which
allows individual national
sections, as chapters are
called, to interpret the resolu- -
tion in the context of “cultural
background.™ Supporters are
worried that this will allow

the resolution. The et
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development of our move-
ment in many parts of the
world.™ No similar language
has been used when other
categories have been added.

Supporters are hopeful that
the new-resolution will begin
a process of inclusion and will
begin to publicize the horren-
dous treatment of Gays and
Lesbians is many parts ofikc
world.
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Missouri Will No

JEFFERSON CITY-
Missouri's Depai’tmcnt.of
Correstions says it is ending
its policy of sisolating
prisoners who are HIV posi-
tive. Beginning this month,
95 male inmates will be
moved into the general prison

ulation.
po'l;he men have been hous'ed
in a unit at the Jefferson City
Correctional Center, formerly
the Missouri State Peniten-
tiary, a maximum security
facilit* Three female inmates

also test HIV positive, but
women have never been iso-
lated in Missouri prisons.
Missouri will no longer be:
one of only three to five states
that continues to segregate
HIV positive prisonets.
state is also about to lose a
Federal class action suit that
charges the policy denies HIV
positive inmates access ta
educational and recreational
programs that othet inmates
get, according to prison offi-
cials.
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L(;nger Isolate HIVers

‘Deputy Director Gail
Hughes said the policy does |
not insure the general prison
population is free of the virus, |
promoting a false sense of
security for inmates and staff,

_ anothet: official said.

Prisoners are tested for HIV
when admitted to the prison,
but the tests cannot detect in-
fection during a latency period
of several weeks, possibly
months.
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