
Whnt's this cop thing about? 
Why h it th:11 coro. ,ire ~o tiltly 10 be 
,ihn~inr ,,~ when they UC i;urrn~cd lo he 
here 10 protect 11~? Mm:1 nr m know cops 
who wr: lilcc :ind think of n~ inocl pcnplr.: so 
wh)' is ii 111:11 we ict harai;!-:ed !,;O much? 

One ruo;on mny he tfrnt Individual officer~ 
are transphohic and therefore react to us in 
an ahusive manner. 

Anothn reuon may he that we are wrong lo 
ai.rnmc that the police arc here In r,rotect u~. 
ThinJ: about it. Police mostly protecl 
property. One way lo rrorecl ptClperty is to 
protect the statu~ quo. 

Bui, the ~latu!-quo in this counlry irn't _j11~1 

;iboul property. II' s al~o ahnnt tcnckr and 
~exualiry. While cops .uc prorrctin!! 
tancflords and husinrss ownu!i, lhry arc al~o 
rrotccting rigid ddiniriom or ~ender iind 
se1uali1y. 

Thi~ u~c(r to mean pmhin[! ll'i into 11nnr 
ncighhorhoods. Now. 3, the citr ~cnrrifics. 
it means uyinr, lo rush ll'i 0111 ahorclher. 
The order to .. clci1n up the s1rec1s·· i~ 
interpreted 10 mean "clear out the trannies." 

How do I protect myself7 
Tlte most Important lhing you can do Is 
collect infonnation. Write down names or 
cors and any witnesses involved. Make sure 
that any complainl you mah to a cop or in a 
jail is documented by you~elr AND the 
pc~on to whom you're complaining. This 
infonnation will be useful if you decide lo 
file any type or complaint down the road. 
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,vho is TrnnsAction? 

Wr'rr.:, r.rnup or Tr:111<;f!rnclr1 :ind 
Tram~rrni\l (TO/TS) :iclivist~ ancl nm 
rricnd!; com1ni11ccl to cxpo!-inr, :mcl r.nclinr. 
the police mii.conduct ;ind violence that our 
community experiences. 

If you :ire interestecf in these issues. we 
enr.ourage you to join with us. You c:.n 
work an a t1urnhcr of diHcrent projects 
including leiidint worbhop,; to inform 
people of their ri,;h1s. You can c,111 m ill the 
below nurnhcr or ruch 11,; vine-mail al 

om or the wch ill 
www. 1r:m~11ctionsf.org. 

Where can I gcf help? 
TR.Gj.N~~afoN PoliccW:itch 
(415) 777-5500 l302 (415) 95J-4R44 

Community United Ag:iinst Vinlcncc 
(415) 777-5500 

This brochure was completed with a 
,ranl from the l'ridc Fund. 

Cops are 
locking up 
Tra1111ies! 

So you 
better Know 
Your Rights. 

Another fine 
publication iroan: 

Tf®t\N~~af oN 

Whaf 's J!Oing on? 

Good Nc"~ 
S:tn Frand-.ro h.1~ ~nmt' of the hnl l;,w~ in 
the cnunlry prolecling trnn .. renclcr and 
tran!.~eicu:,l pcopk from cfocritnination. 

8:tcfNrw~ 
Siln Frand .. co rolict Drp;,nmenl doesn·, 
follow them• 

Gooil Nrw~ 
Knowlcdr,c h power. Knowing your ri{!hl5 

may nnt ;ilway._ hdp yriu hut in lhn .. e 
i11 .. 1;,nrr~ \\'hen it dor.~1,1 :ii fc.1c;t yon'tl he 
prrp:irrd In r.rl tfir inf nnn:ition nr.cc~~iiry In 
file ii complaint or R l;iw $11i1 dnwn the ro:icf. 

nncf Nrw~ 
Civil rif!ht~ arr :ill wrll :ind gond. hut it's 
imrort:inl IQ rt:mrmhcr lh:11 if :I crir really 
w,1nt~ In hml you or "d1r:ck yr,m renit.1li:t" 
~he or he will more th11n lil:cly rind a w:ty, 
usually an illegal one. to do ~o. 

Who's it happening to? 
A m:ijnrity of u .. h:we !.omr. kind or problem 
when Interacting with the police. That 
problem can vary from the high profile 
kind~ of mi!.conduct that make lhe new!. lo 
the low-level harra!.~ment which happtn~ on 
a daily ha~is. And while nny of U!. can be 
lilrgct!i for constant hilra!.~ment. tho!.c of U!. 

who arc tow-income andfor people or color 
arc l:lrgelcd more frcquenlly. 
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Cop Stops 

Questioning and Detaining 
A cop can ask you questions. 
You don't HAVE co answer unless a cop 
detains you. 

A cop must have reasonable suspicion that 
you arc involvcll in a crime to detain you. 
Always ask. "am I being detained?" 
lf the cop says "no" you can walk away or 
ignore any questions. 
If the cop says "yes," you are ~equired lo 

produce idcntilicatiun and current address, 
bu1 nothing dse. 

You can be pat-down if the officer believes 
her or his safely is jeopardized by you 

or 
if she/he is pretty sure that you ~re carrying 
a weapon or illegal contraband. 

Addressing us 
At all times during a non-violent encounter 
with ci1izens, officers arc required to be 
polite and 10 address you as you choose to 
be addressed. If you are presenting as a 
woman, you must be addressed verbally and 
in wriuen reports as a woman regardless if a 
cop 1hinks 01herwise. 

AKAs 
lf you have had your name and gender status 
updated on your identification, an officer 
may ask you if you are the same pe~on as 
your AKA But, the officer MAY NOT ask 
you if you are lransgender or transsexual 
and musl rder to you by your new name 
(i.e. if you are now Duane, an officer cannot 
refer to you as Darlene). 
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At the station house 
If you haven' I already been "clocked" it can. 
and often dol!s, happen once you are in 
custody. This presenls some probkms: 

Jail Housing 
Cops can lock you up with folks who have 
similar genitalia as you do. Therefore, if 
you have a penis. you can be lodcd up wilh 
lhe men. If you have a vagina you ca11 be 
locked up wi1h women. 

Al 1hc same time, they arc required 10 
maKimiic sakly. If you fed tlwl your safety 
is at risk in lhc housing you have been 
;issigned, make sure to tdl so,m:one and gel 
!heir name while you are at it. 

"Gender Checks" 
If police "aren '1 sure" of your gender, 1hcy 
can do some limited inves1ig;11iun. 
However, if they sta1t lo ask you queslions 
which you are uncomfortable answering you 
have 1he right to be interviewed by a health 
care worka instead of an officer, You 
shoulJ requesl this right. 

For some officers, the whole i111erview 
process is too time consuming so they'll go 
direc1ly for the crotch. Yours that is. 

As you read before, lhe police have some 
rights to search you. But time and again, 
police officers usc both pal-down and s1rips 
searches just lo identify genitalia. If you 
are being charged with a misLk111eanor, ibis 
is alwo1ys illegal. Unfortunalely, if you arc 
being charged with a felony lhc cops can 
strip search you for almost any reason. 
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Jail Time 
Many of the concerns around housing and 
searches which happen a, police sta1ions 
also happen in San Frnncisco County Jails. 
Your rights arc very similar, but due to lhe 
amount of limt! a jail Slay generally involves 
a1101her problem arises: hormones. 

Hormone A vail.1bility 

Hormones are available through 1he Public 
Health Unil which serves county inmates. 
When you first enter the jail system, you'll 
need to fill nut a '•medical nccu~ form" just 
as yuu will for any other medical need you 
have. Not being provided with hormones is a 
form of abuse! 

Prior medical history 

I lormones are provided to everyone who has 
a medical history of being prescribed 
honnoncs before being incarcerated. 

Street hormones 

Of course. some of us can only get 
hormones on th!! streets and there fore don't 
have a prior medical history. The currenl 
policy of 1he public heallh unit is 10 provide 
hom10nes to everyone who has obviously 
been on thi:111 prior lo incarceration. 

Trouble getting them 

If you have any difficulty getting your 
hon11unes, :.isk 10 speak directly wi1h a 
Public lkallh worker. She or he should be 
more sympathetic than the: average 
corrections officer. At the very least, your 
complaint will begin lo establish a paper 
trail of the abuse you are suffering. 
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Staying in the U.S. 
While the SFPD is a major concern for 
many of us, some of us have as much, if n 
more, to fear from 1he INS. Primarily 
targeting Latino/a and Asian Immigrants,: 
INS often does sweeps on people's places 
employment, their homes. and their bars o 
clubs. 

The SFPD and the INS 

The SFPD will often use 1he threat of calli 
the INS lo get us to do whal they want. 81 
San Franci~co has a law which says the 
SFPD can not report anyone lo 1he INS. 
Therefore, legally, these are empty threats. 

Unfortunately, that doesn't mean you 
shouldn't lake them seriously. Cops often 
find ways to get infomrn1ion to the INS 
through friends and rela1ivi:s. So while the 
can'l kgally tum you in, ii is possible 1hat 
pissed off cop can still cause trouble for ye 

Asylum 

One of the best ways to get clear of the IN! 
is to get documentation. More and more ol 
us are being granted asylum based on our 
gender identity. If you arc: from a country 
where you would be the: victim of official 
abuse or 1011ure due to your gender identit) 
you 'could qualify for asylum. 

The International Lesbian and Gay Human 
R ighls Commission in San Francisco ( 415 
:!55-8680) has begun lo provide free legal 
advice to transgender and transsexual peopl 
filing for asylum. Call them for infonnatio 
on their free legal clinics. 
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