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TAG LIVESg OFFICIAL 

Contra~y to rumours TAG is not dead. 
rt i§ continuing but our activities 
in.London are being concentrated on 
a limited number of areas. 

Thesr:J are·: 

* maintaining co~respondence with 
TSs interested in the group -r--

·;,- work on the book ➔~ 

* investigating the possibility of 
producing a magazine -::-

A 11 three are discussed in more 
detail in articles in this issue. 
We will also continue to provide 
inf orma t ion on T Sis 1-:; o rat .least 
where to find it to thosa seeking 
it. 

However, there will be no further 
issues of the Newsletter - this will 
be the last one. 

We are trying to continue TAG in a 
way which will reflect a bssic 
feminist viewpoint in the group. In 
other wordsy a returnj to a certain 
extent 9 to a~ original intention 
in its f6rmation - to be a group of 
like-minded individuals interested 
in feminism and having a common 
background of TSism - instead of 
being a group catering for all TSs. 

J.!lA NS SE)@A J-
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NEWSLETTER Vol 3 No 7 

Produce by Di, Hazel 9 Jane 
r{2ch8l 

We hope that many of you would 
w i. sh t o k e c p in co i7 tac t or par t i c i­
p ate in a feminist-orientated TAG. 
If so 9 could you please write in 
t o th o B o x f'.! o 1 o t ting us l,rn ow , • 
otherwis·o we·-wil1- ass·ume· .tha-t you 
·a-r~e--ri·o t TnfEi"r est e d ~ -(.s"o~ne ··wor-ry--
h a~s. been. oxprEtssed as to what will 
happen to the old n1ernbership list 
- the answer is that it will be 
destroyed). 

To those whose main wish is for a 
group dealing with the basic questions 
and difficulties in changing S8X or 
uho are inb:Jr2sted purely in 
recoiving a Newsletter we would 
rocommend your joining Sl·lf-\FT •• 
Ta cl dr~e~s·s i • 4 6 Lid de 1 f tiTa\/~:--··~fo" u th 

Ascot 9 Berkshire SL5 9UX). 
Di 

Please remembur that the views 
expressed in the Newsletter are 
those of the individual writor 
and not of TAG as a colloctive 0 

Articles with an 8storisk (* 
have been edited. 



Taqmag 

Producing the N □ wslsttcr has fired 
some of us with an ambition to 
publish a much mor0 professional 
job - a magazin8 da~ling with a 
wide variety of issues from a 
feminist standpcint. We have no 
intention of pr □ cAcding without 
being absolutely clear □bout the 
sort of articles we want, tho 
potential readership and the 
economics involved. 

At the first meeting to discuss 
the idea we agre8d on a number of 
principles which should guide the 
publication of the magazine (known 
at the moment as Tagmag). These 
are~ 

to be a forum for personal 
politics and current issues from 
a Fominist viewpoint 

to be primarily concerned with 
this and only secondarily with 

-Tsi-s7i1-- -·- --- --- -- ~ 

- eBch issue to have a lengthy 
major article 

contribution~ to be invited and 
writers to bs sought from outside 
the group 

magazino to have a digest of 
interesting ar~icles and letters 
on any subjecc from readers 

editorial policy of no personal 
attacks or ov2r-t ;..rnti~~forninism. 

-2-

We also sot in tr~in studies on the 
potential rcrnder sJ·, j p u f To gmag and 
the cost of various f □ r~ats 9 mathods 
of typBsotting for off-sGt litho 
and print runs. ~!!1.l~__::~r}_~:'_c,h _g_ues t,i o=n 
11\J.lhat sort of mai;,2zine .i.s it to bu?n 
has still to be answsrGd and will 
be discussed at tho neKt couple of 
meetings. Only then will we have a 
cl0ar idoa about trying to launch 
Tagrnag. 

If all goes well thu first issue 
will appear -early in 1983, but th ure 
are a lot moro mautings and questions 
to be answered boforo thon 0 

If you are interosted in this project 
and 

{ you would like to attend the 
~r meetings 

~ you would like to contribute or 
* know writers who might 

* you have soma sort of exportise 
•i:: 

for experience you think might be 
.;~ t:JsGf ul 

please contact me via the Cox Noo 

Di 

----o o o O O O o o o--·-

A postcard showing the Paradise Beach 
Hotel and postmerkod tho Bahamas has 
been received from the Treasurer. 
She writes~ 
11As I lie here soaking up the sun I 

feel I ought to offer you some sort 
story as to how I spent your moneyo 
Hore it is~-

Balance 20.2.82 

Incomo 
•□-on~aEI cin S fr O lf1 me mb 8 r S 

D D 17 ::-:: t .i u '7 s from m 2 o ti n gs 
Oonatiun from 88aumont Soc 

Exoonditure 
.......... t .. ,, .. ,. ~ ... .4' ......... ,"_ ... _,~, .. --~ 

Nc1;.1slui:.tor 
Post~ge & Envelopes 
Stencils c, Ink 
Pnper 

NCCL Affiliation 
Ounation to THI\NSEX 

C,39-97 

£78-50 
f.18-52J 
£20-00 
- .... 'l'. 

£117-022 

£48-70 
£ 11-1 6 
£ 25-04 

--·-·--•--'•'ft,__, 

£ 84-90 

£ 10--QfJ 
'r 3-oo 

s0cial £ 4-D □ 
Sritish monomarks C25-83 
Mis c ( e g o th or po s ta g e :: £ 3--1 2 

Total £131-70 

Curr:.:mt balance t25-21½ 

About £10 of this will bo spent 
ssnding out this edition of tho 
f\!Gwslettur. 11 

Di 
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LETTrns 

Dear TAG, 

In response to your request for 
constructive criticism in the last 
issue, I would like to put a few 
of my own observations forward. 
When I 'f i;r,s t heard about TAG I 
thought 1 it was intended to be an· 
ACTION group. Unfortunately it 
turned a..t to be just another news­
letter containing a collection of 
different views of· what TSism is 
all about. Never a mention of 
positivo ways in which the c~use of 
the TS cnn be furthered. 

For instance, in November I am 
giving a talk to a collection of 
twenty plus Doctors on the subject 
of TSism. Whilst I realise that I 
am not medically qualified to be 
doing this,. I st-ill· feel that I 
owe it to to those who come after 
~e to try to do wh~t little I can 
to help. Have any members tried to 
find out what organisation$ would 
like to have a discussion given on 
T5ism because believe mo there are 
plentyo How many TAG membe~s have 
approached their local National 
Housewives Register, for instance, 
and actually offered to speak at 
one of their meetings? The TAG 
Newslett0r would boa perfect means 
by which such idoas could be passed 
around to othor interested members 
and the rosults and reactions would 
also rnnke worthwhile reading. If TAG 
is to survive lets put a little 
more action into it and a little 
less ~~~oratical argument. The 
world owes us nothing and if we want 
a better deal we must be prepared 
to do a little work for it. 

Best wishos and good luck. 

I always enjoy roading your News­
letters~ but the latest issue was 
perhaps a bit disappointing as it 
soemsd'a bit thin' .both in size and 
content~ It is easy to sit back ond 
criticise the efforts of othors,, so 
could I say on a more positive note 
that on the whoie I onjoyod tho nrcss 
digest which used to be a fairl\/ 

• ' • . J 

prominent feature of your Newslotter~ 
If all, or most of the oth;r roaders 
disagree then obviously the majority 
must have their ~ay! 

I have some quite serious ruservations 
about the 'popular 'press' a.nd not o·nly 
in respect of the way in which they 
treat the affairs of TS~i but the 
Flout street popular press is, for 
bettor or wors0 9 read by millions 
and p~rhaps consideration should be 
given to how the 'press imago' of 
TSs can be improved. Thero is also a 
fair amount of cov~rage of the TS 
world in the ~~uality' press, which 
is not perf8ct but probably less 

....... -.1 ... 

open to criticism. If your road6rs 
cnnnot.atbmach tho 'gutter press', 
therefore~ what about· items from tho 
G u_ardic!n, • Times. etc. 

I am not a professional journalist 
but I do spend a fair amount of time 
both rQading new~papers and writing 
1 Letters to the Editor• - whcro I 
have had s6m~ modest SUCCBSS8So I 
feel, therefore, that the TS ~ase 
should not go by default •·- admittedly 
individual TSs may have diffurent 
v icw s on many things. ,l\ lso amy o rg -':mi­
sat ion n ~:rn d s to ha v e ·so mo n:i1tcJ' ~· b a c k 

as to the views of po~ple in gon8ral 
abou~ members or potential members. 
Organisations • typical,ly G'.nploy press­
cutting agencies to coll8ct jll • 
mentions of their organisotion in the 
press. 

The alternative is the ostrich- .. in­
ths-snnd E,!J:Jrooch. Ignore othor 
pGlJple and hope thoy will ignore you. 

r1ichelle. 
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The World Historic Defeat of th~ 
Female Sex ·* 

I propose to put forward a 
theoretical basis for the sexist 
and patria~chal nature of ·society. 
Obviously the following are my own 
opinions but they are meant as a 
working basis for a·feminist 
position. 

In order to make any radical 
critique we first of all have to 
look at our present position from 
an historical perspective. We have 
to examine th~ past in order to 
explain the the present arM plan 
for the future. 

The relations between the sexes is 
determined by the development of 
productive ability in any 
historical period. To discover the 
origins of sexism we have t □- return 
to the development of society 
where Barbarism was developing out 
of Savagery. Prior to this, in 
Primitive Communism, man {sic) 
could only produce in a day wh~t 
was needed to sustain life foi one 
day. Then due to the develop~ent of 
agriculture (sowing and rea~in~

1
and 

the husbandry (sic) of_c~tt~e) -
that is the production of· ~·surplus 
or surplu~ vale~ - man (sic).bould 
produce more in a day thari was. 
needed to sustain life. 

Prior to this time society was 
Matriarchal and Matrilineal, such 
gods (sic) as there were ·were • 
prob~bly female dieties. This, like 
everything else, was economically 
determined, the male for obvious 
biological reasons was out hunting 
all day (which was the main source 
of food and clothing, the female 
was at the centre of any communial 
life and thus held the reins of 
power. The family as we know it did 
not exist and men did not know who 
their children were because sexual 
rolations were free within the 
confines of the tribal/family 
organisation. Obviously women know 

who their' children wore but men 
did not. 

The creation of surplus value was 
the most important event to occu~ 
in the history of man(sic)kind 
and the cause of ·the sexism which 
is with us, to this day. Prior to 
this surplus.there was no property 
beyond a few personal possessions 
and thus no laws or customs of 
inheritance. However 9 now that 
men, and it was men and not women, 
acquired possessions they also 
needed to pass on these and honcG 
to know who their children were. 

The creation of surplus value is 
what £ngels and others have called 
the 'world historic d~feat of the 
female sex'. 

As man now possessed wealth and 
was also mort~l he neccted to do 
somr:f~hing--u1-i t-h his w·ea 1th wh on he 
di0d. He needed someone to pass 
his wealth on to and ther6fore 
he noeded to know who his children 

•were which be did not know in the 
prior ~imc of sexual freedom and 
equality - it ~as only the women 
who :knew w-ho thoir children· were. 
So man, who now possessed W8alth 
and power now used .this.power to 
i~poso chastity and monogamy on 
women. Thus the nuclear family is 
economically determined and is 
dependent on the development of 
productive rosources. 

~verything is economically determined 
determined. This applies to ideas 
- and to moral strictures, for 
morals and religion are thcmsslv0s 
only tools in the service of tho 
ruling class. 

Engels observed that in Victorian 
London the family structure had 
broken down 9 this was caused by 

·-the conditions of economic depri­
vation obvinting the need for the 
nuclear family. It is intoresting 
that such conditions, which again 
exist in an area of London -
Brixton - h8~e again brought 



about the collapse of the nuclear 
family and a change in 'rnorai 
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values•~ Such a change is of course 
determined by' th~ ecohomic 6onditibns 
of our existence and not by 
individuals corning to any· realisation 
of the desirability of a change in 
'moral values'. That is our . , 
consciousness ·1s determined by our 
being or ·to put it another way -
our i~eas are determined by our 
situation. • 

It foll~ws from the above .that 
women will onl~ gain equality when. 
the· ·economic circumstances which 
determine our opression ate ended 
for good, that is when the dewel­
~pmont of productive forces make 
possible the socialist transformation 
of society. 

·luhat I have writte-n---is only moant as 
a very bare outline. Anyone-~antino 
to. know more could do worse than "" 
start w~th Engels 11_T_!1~e_...£rig_~n of 
~eFam2:11:;, PAivate Property and the St ate 11 ··"'":--_ -- ·--~ ----- -·---- -

Rachael 

---000000000---

stand u~ and b~ counted* 

When April ·Ashley's lifestory was __ 
recently published, the book w4 s 

·extensively reviewed in the press 
and it is not really important what 
sort of reviews s~e got. It does· 
not even matter what we ourselves 
think of it. The important thing was 
the phenomena of another TS faci~g 
the public 8nd giving an account of 
her life. We don't think her typical? 
We don·' t think her life a credit to 
other TSs? Nonsense. However bad it 
might be it is far better than a 
great many have been used to 
thinking df u~. Public ignoranc~ has 
fu0llQd hostility and until quite 
rebBntly many peo~lo thouaht us 
wicked perverts livi0g di;hon;ur­
ably on the fringos of criminality. 
T~at 9 apparently, was what J Ormrod 
thought ar:id h-0 had pow1;;r to make 1·ell1! 

Thanks to pe7ple like April Ashley, 
Jan Morris 9 Julia Grant and many 
others who have not. been .afraid to 
come out and tell of their success~ 
to the generous hearing the media 
have given·u~; public ~ttitud~s 
are changing. A majority· of 
peoplo nbw consider u$ unfortunatPs 
with a bizarre condition deservinr 
of sympathy. I wrote to Marjorie -
Proops thanking her for her 
sympathe~ic coverage and askino for 
her continued support. I had a~ 
lovely appreciativo lEJtt0r from 
her, ~romisi09 to campaign at ovcry· 

o ppor tuni t y· to campaign· against 
'ignorance and prejudice'. 

Thero ate of course many ignorant: 
those who will shout •11Peglog 11 et 
n cripple or 'Foureyes' at a 
spectacle wearer. Such robblo·will 
show thsir hostility to us alsoo _ 
There are also men who may 'rDgard 
us as an easy touch. However? it 
must be remembered that all women 
have to defend themselves -against 
predatnry males. We learn as girls, 
if our mothers teach us right, to 
avoid places and situations where 
we could be compromis~d; tq_ be 
prepared to swallow insul~ and nvoid 
assault. Discrimination is rife • 
against all.women, not just TSso 

So I appeal to all to exnminp t~eir 
situation carefully and see how much 
secrecy is r8ally necessary. TSs 
are not ~ne41s' 2.ny moreg the pres~ 
arr interested in us.only if wo 
behave b~dly or g~t into tro~ble.· 
The more enlightened employers are 
intqrested only in the quality of 
our work, _not our s~x. Indeed i 
know of cases ~here employers have 
gone out of th~ir way to help 9 

even arranging ·a transfer to a 
differe~t lo~ation when hostile 
re.act ion seemed lik0l y. :;r disc rc2t 1 y 
announcing a cl-· ·:..·.o of name in 
their.internal nowsletter. Unions 9 

too, can be extiemely supportive. 
I~ short, it noaily always p2ys, 
as soon as you know your ol!Jn mind·1 

to tDke responsible people intg 
your confidence. I didn't and I 
think I paid for my mistakEJs. 

contd on p1O 
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THE Il!..S T ALThfr~A TIVES, 

As it appears that TAG is in the process 
of imploding into its own entrails, I 
should be grateful for the opportunity 
in this last edition to take up a few 
points arising from comments in previous 
~ewsletters which I believe help to 
illustrate why TAG has expired. Having 
recently re-read all the previ~us editions 
o~ the N/L, a n~ber of patterns emerge. 
F1rstly 1 there 1s a confusion in many 
members minds as to what a TS is and 
what they are themselves. U~doubtedly 
most of our readers do suffer from a 
gender dysphorin of various kinds but 
. 1 
it would have perhaps been salutory to 
deteruine .(a) those me.wbers who were 
successful post-ops (b.) those who had 
even changed over full-tirae, and (c) .. 
those who were living full & integrated 
lives in society as femnles. I suspect 
you could count the nunbers, even of (b) 
& (c} on the fingers of one hund! Hazel 
(Vol 3 No 3) pleads that we should dare 
t~ question everytl!i~g, accept,nothing, 
&. try to understand our TSisn". ·This is 
all very well, but you are either TS or 
no~ (and TS is but a stage on the way to 
being a full wooan): if you need to 
question it all, it probably ~eans you are 
not. 
This leads to the 2nd point; an obsession 
with onr. .. own trivinli ties & a failure 
to define our objectives or purpose· as' 
~ •:novement•: • Davina (Vol 3 No 4)" cri t-
1c1sed the uetacbment, objectivity and-
" • t tl b consi~ en yam iguous nature" of □y 
"c?~un~ques•: as "just a little trying". 
!?1s neatly illustrates two failings in 
l~G. One was the personal criticism, 
levelled often as in this cnse wider the 
guise of editorial comment, instead· of ,:. 
concentrating on issues. The second is 
the failure to realise that •e need nore 
objectivity & detachment, not less,~ U­
we are to present ourselves nnd our case 
to others in a resp~nsible and useful 
way, and less of the "I changed addresss 
a couple of tines & □et .many new faces"· 
sort of twaddle which is of little 
interest to anyone except the writer! 
This links to r..1y 3rd point: a refusal to 
accept that there were nny social'nor1:1s' 
whic_h we as war.Jen □ust accept per se ~ 
Consequently the N/L became a rf'~ag of 

ideological factions thn.t hue~ very little 
to do with TSisra. For exer:1ple, it was a 
pity both Erica and Dave King (Vol 3 No 
5) in cornnenting on the "Men" article 

• (Vol 3_No 3) did not read whAt I actually 
wrote instead of rencting eootively ton 
supposed attack on sexual preferences. 
Of cour~e everyone is entitled to his/her 
own choice of gender relationships: I 
woulG □erely state an obvious fQct- that 
the vost majority of relntionships in the 
non-TS world are heterosexual ~ale/fe□ale 
&lesbianis□ , homosexuality, asexuality & 
indiscrioinate prooiscuity fom a.: 
ninority. These relationships nre of 
course significant ·for those who ·choose 
these roles, but stati~ticnlly they are 
□ininal rather than naxiunl. I then 
questioned why it was that the proportion 
of such roles was statistically greater 
anting TSs than other genetically-born fe­
□ales. It appenrs that for so□e peonle 
questions like this were better left~­
nsked! Soneone saying tone privately 
that the Alternatives articles certainly 
seened to have ruffled a few skirts, 
coEJOented that she was sorry I had not 
curried on with ~heu - "it all certainly 
needed saying". As she is one of the few 
TAG □eobers I !mow to have oade a success 
-ful change-over & co~plete integration 
as a woc1an, her hlli'..lorous point in N/L 
(Nov SI) thnt we all wanted to fly our 
own kites and no-one listened to each 
other is perhaps worth noting. 
Finnlly, there was a distressing inabil. 
ity to view our role ns purt of the wider 
context of society. We becaoe obsessed by 
ourselves as n group, forever setting up 

.new factions nnd divisions, of which 
• Gillian & Jane's plan (Vol3 No6) is but 
the latest exaople, & Romana's Conference 
the nost notorious. Most were & are 
□ercifully short-lived & peripheral: the 
only ~ove□ent to have lasted & had ony 
s_?rt of i_r:.1pact on the nedin & society is 
SHAFT. I would ndvise any true TSs to 
join thnt organisation. As well cs nrov­
iding a wealth of us~ful & procticoi in­
fornation·for the TS, it hns been coa­
sistentl!{ confid~nt & aware of its role 
in society, .instead of on enbi ttered en­
clave, which has unfortunately too often 
h~u TAG1 s· lot.· For exnnpl~, Jane (Vol 3 
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THE LAST ALTERNATIVES (continued) 

No 6} questioned why we ~eeded New TS of 
the World & said·her friend "quite pos­
itively did not want to get that po.ge". 
At one TAG m~eting Jenny said that it 
was the only pnge·of the N/L worth read­
ing, so you can't please all the people 
all the ti□e! But Jane's criticis□ does 
pe~fectly illustrate the ostrich attit~ 
ude - if you don't like the way the 
nedia treats us bury your head in the 
sand {this is akin to the tendency to 
try and suppress other vie.ws· with which 
you don't agree, also to be observed in 
TAG). As readers of ny Media-View col­
ur.m in SHAFT newsletter Know, I do a 
regular "on-go'ing"swDary of how the 
□edia has been tre.c.ting TSs, & no"'!"one·is 
oore critical.than I of that handling. 
The purpose of "NEWTS, as of Media-View, 
is to let all □e□bers • s~e that coverage_ 
in action & nonitor press-cuttings; 
drawing their own conclusions. This is 

• a tioe-consuni~g task for which l an 
grnteful to receive the thanks of r.19st 
neobers, but one that consistently ne9ds 
to be done as we do not yet live on a 
desert island popnl~t,.ed by nothing but 
TS.ii. 
Having said all this, one □ust ack­
nowledge the goo~ work done by TAG: a 
lifeline to □any _isolated TSs & riU:ch 
voluntary work & effort undertake~ by 
certain_ individuals in answering· letters 
& providing help for so□eTSs. But, & here 
I a.u afrnid that the new glossy nag does 
not augur well, it is □y_belief that_an 
inability to realise that sectional 
politics (in particular feninisn) & 
"issues of concern to us as huoan-beings" 
(Di in Vol 3 No6) were irrelevant to 
r:iost Qe□b~rs' needs wns what_ killed 11AG. 
By all □eans ·set up new ad hoc groups, 
nagazines & social. groups, but please 
don't call it transsexuality or pretend 
it pas anything .to do with living as n 
real wo□an in a real world. 

******** Cheryl's last wordl· 

*************~******************1(-****~* 
(Eubittered typist exerting unethical 

1000s of hours of discussion & writing we 
have co□e a long way with the TAG book, 
but we still have a long way to go. It 
would be easy to get depressed c.bout the 
whole project and say "let's cq.11 it off, 
Leen.use -we 1 11 all be old and grey,. before 
it's published! 11 But I' □ sure thoughts 
such as these have troubl2d Lany whilst . 
preparinG best sellers, and having put so 
r~mcll tin.e and energy into our ucgnuu opus 
there seeus to be nn interesting 11roduct 
eoerging, nlbei~-bnrely vis{ble at this s 
stage. 
I hope all contribu~ors will bear with us 
& not wonder i1J 1Jatiently why it I s tv .. king 
us so long to get it together.. __ The TAG 
Book goes on, & with_ the new situation in 
'l~iG, □ore energy will be put into this 
crucial project. 

HAZbL. 
-M-**************************olHH-.IHtC*~****** 

A LITTLE ·BIT OF PROGRESS?? 

This snippet Ihe~rd on the late news, so 
apologi~s if I've got it all wrong. 
Gloria Gleebs(?), found guilty of solicit­
ing, wa_s ruled to be a wopan _by a London 
court though legally a □an. The "sex­
change" prostitute was sente~1ted to 
Holloway pri_s011. If this becot;1es the nor□ 
it neans a transsexual would at last serve 
sentence in the right prison. 

JANE. 

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! 

l ,.__ 
'~_;." 

~t~~i~.t.ilii;*t~~i~*~~sJ~it*t· t!_§,l(.t.~~-x-l~ilJ.~) 
TAG LIVES: TBE BOOK GOES ON AND f.>N ,, 
,.._-,,.-rn ON ,..,,,r, Ql\,T } • • 

.c-.U~U ! CA,.,j,~JJ J.f 1 • . ..!.-!~-•-.!_ .e ... ..L.t ....... 

Writing a book isn't easy- for anyone 
{even for us), and writing a book coll­
ectively is virtually i□possible! After 
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h!RITE y·ouR '.i'JRONGS 0 

Although·TAG is undergoing a 
major change,most of what.~AG 
has come to mean :will remain • 
the sameo That means that your 
letters to us, although.they 
will no longer be-published, 
are very welcome. We have a 
team of writers here only too 
willing to correspond~with ~ou, 
so don''t -fe·e1 cut' off ( if you 
know what I mean! ) - we haven't 
foresaken you~ we··know how iso­
lated; even desperat·e , ... some of 

.. you .feel, so if a letter helps 
please write to us, we will try 
to help in any way -we can. 
After all, we are- all going 
through the same thing so we 
may have the artswe~J A~ least 
we'll be sympathetic. 

Write to us too if , __ you want 
to organise something or need 
to communicate to all the memb­
er.ship ( . if there's. anyone left 
out there! ). Of course ·we are 
particularly ·interested in cor­
responding with ·feminists ana_ 
are still open to ideas/sugg·..:. 
estions for the future direct­
ion of TAGo 

Janeo 

NEW WOMEN" 
Over the last ten years the sex 
role stereotype of women has 
chan3ed in Britain. One way to 
discover the changes is to look 
back at what was thought the 
traditional role of women ten 
years agoo In the book "Sexual 
Signaturesn by Jo Money & Po 
Tucker ( in 1973 ), they refer­
red to "women's accepted role 
in society & normal behaviour", 
it makes interesting readingo 
Here are the important sections: 
If you are a woman '1 ) you are . ,. 
a failure unless you marry and·: 
have child.reno 
2) Until you marry, your job is 
to compete wit4 other women 
( not openly). f'or the at-te:n:tion 

of men. & ti •. hang on to your 
};lymen, but it' ·s unbecomin·g to 
show inter.est in a man lll\til he 
has signified i,ntE?re,st. in· YOUo 
3) Afber you marry, your job is 
to • • ·, ' be 
a good-wife & mother arid P'?-Y no 
attention'to other ·meri~ 
4) vhle g.; guile are your weapons, 
manipulatirin is your tactic; you 
are not·~~pected to.h~ve a,st~at­
e~v or be consisterit. 
5)~You read a~d write, but not 
tp-0 6ucih of eithe~, ~nd even 
le-ss of maths. 

4 

6) If you earn- a little mo·ney, 
that!s treat,·as· long a~ _jt do~s 
riot .interfere with·your house~ 
work, but.to su:r;pass your hus­
band or his colleagues in any 
kind of achievement.outside of 
the domestic sphere. pu·ts ._every­
one in ~rave psych61ogi~a1 'p~~ilo 
7) Your sexual ·feelin·zs are no~ 
v~ry important; it's not nice 
to think or talk about them. 

Seven rules for life or are 
they? 

1J.1oday, the number of women who 
clo not cofae under rule 1 has ·, 
definitelj increased ahd has 
resulted in the fall bf marri~ge 
as a viab'le institutiono "To det­
e:r.-smine the numbers. of 'ltlbmen rej­
ecting child-birth is not ~o 
easy, but the • general fa11· in 
the birth rate over the' last ten 
years sp~ak~ for iiself._ 

T6 thbse womeri who doiit marry, 
rul~s·2 ~3 autom ~ticilly have 
no -~eaningo .Remiining a vir3in 
just a~oes hot ··have any meaning 
either·as' receht· statistics 
show, most young women hive had· 
inter~ourse by.the age of 18 
these dayso Sho~ing interest in 
men only ~hen ap~roached still 
persists today, though the fact 
that most- young_wom~n h~ve had 

intercourse by 18 suggests that 
many may have initiated the evento 

Rule 4 is probably the.most int-
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eresting of the seven, since it 
suggests women use underhand 
techniques to achieve goals . 
( mainly in relation to men·). 
For women installed in relation­
ships based on the marriage 
system, tl:iis ma·nipulation··cert­
ainly goes on today as ·ever it 
dead. For feminist ·women the' 
phrase "resort to ma.nipulation 11 

is consid-ered a better descrip«• 
tion, even s6, in this age of 
pragmatism, rule L!~ still applies 
today. 

~ 

Of all the generalisations des-
cribed in the seven rtiles, rule 
5 has changed little, that is­
for the working classeso·For· 
middle class women things· cert­
ainly are cihatiging,· with parents 
encouraging·their daughters to 
reach hish l~vels of educationo 
Right now we have a very con­
spicuous exampl'e of- a middle-­
class woman reaching the heights 

a~ Margaret Thatcher. 

Rule 5 still holds true for wom­
en and mathso Sadly the sciences 
and engineering still remain 

~hen have never.been so commono 
The deb~te on how thin~s will 
change in the future goes ono, 
Basically everyone fears that 
high technolosy will put .moJ;e 
women on·the dole, and this will 
force things back6 My view is 
th~t.high.technology wil~ only 
put thirtgs back for those women 
who have not broken rule 5, that 
is, who have not_ tra,ine(1 ~hem­
sel vcs for new skillso It is in· 
the area of employment where a 
sort of battle of th·e sexos ,~i±ll 
occur in the ne~t few years. 
During this time, the modia-
c· which is generally rrght-wing 
and male dominated·) will·b6 try­
ing to stereotype women into the 
mother/kitchen syndrome via ad­
vertising etcoo Opposing forces 
to this conditioning will come 
from sections of the media w-hich 
are left-wing and from women· 
already employed ( main:].y in _the 
public sector • )- Who· will_ win 
the war for jobs is very diff­
icult to-determine except that 
it will become strongly class 
dependento This wi~l ~e~~ue to 
the di vid,,i;ng _mechanism :·:between 
the classes alroady_menti0ned0 out of bounds to women in Brit­

aino Elsewhere, in Europe and 
the U o So Ao there are signs that 'I'he la.st rule .about· women's ex-
women are making inroads into ·pression of seiual feelings has 
this type of activity, but in changed ,little over the _ten yearso 
Britain it is t·he arts which This has been due to the male 

• are thought a preferred domain dominated.media which of course 
for womeno In contemporary lit- suppresse~ _any comm~~t.ori the 
erature there are many women subJecto There is· one sign. that 
who have made an enormous cont- things are changing, and that is· 
ribution to society both in the the sudden appearence of the 
standard fiction medium and subject of male impotenceo This 
just recently ( via the femin- subject i_s certainly sorn~t~ing 
ist movement) in sexual polit- men themselves would never vol­
ics. We now have even such th- .unteer to _discuss, so it must 

. ings as feminist science fictiono have come from women themsel­
ves 0 

Rule 6, which effectively speaks 
on employment prospects for 
women, certainly has no truth 
today. High unemployment has 
changed opportunities between 
the sexes quite markedlyo Rev­
erse role .families with mum at 

. work and dad at home in the kit-

So a~ you see, Money & Tucker's 
interpretation of women's rble·& 
lif~style has changed ov~r the 
last ten ye~tso Just where it is 
leading is'not easy· to.see. One 
thini· is· ccirt~in thotigh, as women 
change~ men must change as well • 



.• continued fron previous page. 

( o.ssuning we don't have large· _scale 
separatism). 
.•.. But t~at is another story. 

-10-

Rachel 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!U!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!rt! 

STAND UP AND BE CCUNTED • 
•••• continued fron page 5; 

Otherwise, I have been fortunate: ev~ry­
one around hone lmchws of ny status. They 
are bound to, for I lived here before I 
changed. Nobody has been hostil~. • In fact 
I think they are kinder tone now than 
before.I • .have never been shouted 
at or insulted in public. Although I a□ 
now retired fro□ regular teaching, 
professional colleagues ac~ept ae and ny 
scientific work on ex?ctly the same teras 
as ever. 

In ny opinion, acceptance by friends, 
colleagues, faoily and the public depends 
on 3 c_.9ndi tions,: To be a perfectly 
credible o.nd authentic wo□an in behav­
iour as well as appearance. Not to leave 
in the lurch an aggrieved and hostile 
wife. To 'show absolute coI:Dit□ent to the 
change, including surgery at ell costs 
and as soon as possible. These are high 
standards and i~lea_ls; but only by letting 
everyone· see our· success can we hope for 
inprovenents in our legal stntus and. 
public esteen. Above all, we shall never 
get d'o~tors and psychiatrists to help us 
if we are not open, detemined and 
successful. 

Elaine~ 
**-fif-***iHHE-*~********iHE'****-JHf~*~ 

THIS IS THB l!jNI), BE.AU,-r IFUL FRIENDS, • , 

The last page of the last TAG Newsletter. 
I just want to say that for a long ti□e 

it has seenecl to be the nistnke TAG nade 
was to nove right away fro□ its original 
objectives, atte□pting to be another TS 
group, alnost as if to"rival" SHAFT. 
Even our leaflet, radical though it nay 
nppear to sone, represented o. corr1pro1::1ise, 
a watering-down of orig~nal intentions. 
Now.at last, by 'ruthlessly' shifting 
TAG back to its origi.Dal concept(&~ 

inevitably losing the majority of 
aenbcrs), will TAG becooe an ·ideolog­
ically consistent group with· a sense 
of direction. To us, Feninisn is 
crucial to our own concepts of being 
wonen. So henceforth, TAG becones a 
group strictly for TSs syapathetic • 
feuinisn. Will you be in that group?? 
????????????????????????????????????? 

fi..STCUAPT 

Goodbye ev~ryone in fandoo! Don't -
send us anynore letters for the news 
-letter, send then to Terry Wogan 
instead.,And re□e□ber rule 8 -no 
pooftahsl Is this tbe w~y the world 
will end?.Not with a bang but with a 

• Wiapy .: .... 

. . signed the_ lovable{?!) trio of 
prinotes... Hawkeyes, Bat-ears & 

Forked-tongue. 




