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, [By Jessie S.l For some time now, I have 
: been (;Orresponding with ;;evcn1I transgen-

1 dered inmates in the Colorado and the fed-
i eral corrections systems. Their stories, I ike 
: yours, I am sure, are hea11-rendi11g. It is 
, tough erwugh ro transition on rhe outside, 
. but when you an: transgendered and in 
• prison. it must be thi:! closest rhing to hel 1 011 

• canh . 
2 Not <Jilly ure they subjecred m rape ur1 d 

• i.LSsaults by rheir· fel low inmates, but they 
; receive .ilmost no sympathy from :ht pri::.on 

4 
; staff In t·c1cr. the coun has found in ~omc 
/ cases a .. del iberme indifference" on the pan 

4 ; uf pr ison officials to the safety anc.i well-
; being of their transgendered inmates. 

4 ! I~ their defense~ prison is not an environ-
4 ; ment conducive to trust, and there are appur-

i e:itly some inmates ·vvho artem pt to use their 
5 

: transgcndered status ro exploit the system . 
6 whiCI!, of course, spoils it for everyone when 

7 they ure caught. 
Before we paint them all as the villains. 

: con.sider what they have rn wo1·k \-V :th . Nu 
: one gets put :nto prison ;,is a sign ot' their 

: good char~1..:ter. Trust is not a given. [t lt i.t::: 
to be earned . Understandably, anv :Jercep-

• ti\>11 \) l. special tre~1tmern is vieweLI ~vith SLh-

, picion. Bu t what ~heir k~epe t·s fail Lo 1t:aliLe 
: is that this ;1rno urns to linle n101·e dun hu-
! mane treatment fo1· a debilitming ,11HJ a 
; sornetin1c ::, i ife-threarening disorder. 

! Nor Lio rh~v have the resources ur the 

: :raini~g to pro~ide the ~eve! ot: treatment that 
: 1s available on the outside. P:-1s011 was never 
i meant :o b:: a ticker to transition. allilough it 
! seems rhut Canada has, indeed, jecided to 
provide gender reassignment slll·gery for 

' their transgendered inmates. I do not see 
thal happe1~ ing in our prison systems fm the 
foreseeable r'uture. 

I On the othc:r hand. when there is a legiti-
1 mute is~ue o i· personal safety and a threat to 

i 

the health anc well-b':!ing nf t:: 1e ir.111 :w~ due 
to i:he ir tra :1 s ger.derec1 sra :us . . ti·. ink it ·.-.,,ould 
be to everyone· s ocnefit to ·.: rovide ,i t it:ast 
competent coume!ing fo ·· the i•· ge11<.k r Llys­
phoria and perhap so me :wn110ne tbernpy . 
With r-:!gard ro r!:lt; !;m e:·. ~;tudi~s ha v~ ,;hown 
r!1a[ wil en honno:·:es '- re: pi·-: vidtd . tl1 ,~ pa­
ri em o !tcn :10 longer 1,ed; psyc 110~r, 1pic 
drugs to deal w:1h tht: r d:c,r:!S:iiDi1 

ldeJiiy, cr. ey ~ .. 1Ju : ::'. L .. i) ·1, ·": ~c::'..C.::·,. tc 

facilities for thi::ir ~a y, >~:il;in,·. J lltJ '.) :, e:uL [ 

inmate:·, as wed ,ts J1•.:' :r t;·:n:;:~: nee ·e(! p ris­

oners. I rhi:1k C21, :r'o:·:1ia and i- -:1w cJ ii Jt1 

have some prov :siJ,1s ~·e r thhr, Jll~ l ,1111 r,ot 

certain . 
With perhaps t~1ose rwo excepti ,) rn. i f 

you are prn-opera(vt, yu,.: wi l l b~ i.1cJ rc~r ­

ated according to your bir~i 1 sc.'. WK :,· J U! 

genitali ,t. And. if you J '.Jo •;C-t)!:-c'.·.:1t1v,! fe­
maltHo -- male trar.sse.\ual. I .: ,rn s<:!e vv. 1er•~ 
that could alrnos;: b~· ns had as t11-: CctSc 0 1· a 
prc-opernti v:: n1ak -- to- ~-~tr! ~ le bc:n~ i 11 : pri::; ­
oned in a m2le foc:i icy. 

With respe~t t;:: th-:: ilu ;· · 1c11::-~ . :r.e .~~r1-

ernl rule is that a tlTL!·•s:-; ~.'. Llc.l nH, -.; ~ b:.: ~ ru ­

vided at least a nrn::1eeu 1nJ k " : l •J!. i1 )l'­

iTlOnes. ifrhe:' wc1··~ 1Yt: v :l,. ~J:,· d :::t~. :u; t::: 
-.vit h a gt:nder idc1Tty Lii,-;c .·.lc .. :i:J '.v: ·e ,. n 
hormones befor,: th •!'/ -..,;er: i:1L::1 ··: ,: :·::t::~·­

Howeve i·, fro m my :>J :T~~- p~•n _;e 1:,: · v 1 Ii ( •11::! 

tru11sgendered i111m.:t W ill) _:i t int;:, tlut :2te­
gory, rhe '.·e i3 still ccns iJer::1·,I ,: r:sisu11:;e :o 
providing the hormc>nes. 

Often. by their o·.v,1 :d;11i . .:;sioll, !·ew, 

if a!lY, of the ~ounselors on '.;rn ;-'f haw •·.1uch 
~nowiedge abou t ge:idc ;· i~it:. H:ry d i SLir·~·e:·s . 

and the rt pons are !J·oni r.. · y :.: c rrc:soo·1 -J ~nce 
with tile i:1rnares. ".hey :w ve 1·a!e i0te :-e~r ir' 
learning abour it. ~ Ci:- Jo tr .,! y s.t-:::-:i t.J lie 
inclined to bring any0nc i:: wh,J u )es. 

Despite repeated :·equesu to do so11~1.~ on ­
site oeer support group i..:L)u11~eli11g .. u the 

/: • 1r1:11wcd 011 ;ug,o! '} J 
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Colorado Department o:_. Corrections 
(DOC) facilitk5, permission has yet ti) 
be granted. 

'?he Gender ldcntiry C!r.ter w:is ir:­
vited to do a training on ge-ndcr dyspho­
ria ac a weekend rerreac in s\~ptember 0f 
1999, and we received some very favor­
able comments. However, it does not 
appear that it has translated into any sig­
nificant changes in their -:rea:ment of 
transgendered inmates. 

It is al.}o my understanding, that in 
the Colorcdo DOC, inmates are forbid­
den to wear any female a.--t:icles of cloth­
ing, even if they are W1dergarments. As 
it was exp iained to me, it wa~ a security 
issue. At one time it was allowed, but 
apparently someone abus~d the privi­
lege. I am unclear as to what exactly 
caused the breach of sccuj·ity . 

Be that as ii: may, this se:1r.s like 
somet:iing that w:JUld be ,. pwtty harm­
less concession. end ic wo 1ld Je very 
meaningful to the transgencier~d in­
maces. The ones I huve been '-mting to 
have all said thut rhe:r' would be willing 
to pw-chase these items at 1:hei.r own ex­
pense, _and some have actualiy crafted 
their 0 1NT1 from ace bandages and other 
materi2ls, for which they were repri" 
manded. 

Because these ilrr..ates ~tre so power­
;ess, and because I ha·✓e beens,) limited 
in what l can do, I thouehr that if we 
could provide them wJh some type of 
forum. like this newsletter, where they 
could share their st•Jrie:s and lc:am more 
about th~ir rights, ii: m .:ght giv,~ them 
s.Jme s<!nsce of empl)wt:rment ,.nd pro-­
vide some re lief to :he ir sen:;e o t· isola­
rion. 

Since! l am working, alon,! on this, I 
can ' t promise any1hing too grandiose, 
and there might be exte-nded per iods be­
tween issues. I will do what I can, and if 
one of you has the skills and the re­
sow-ces to take it over, you have my 
bl!ssing. 

Until then, these are tt.e grou:1d 
nfes. TRIP cannc-t be used ti) rnbvert 
the prison system's rule 5 and re o·u la-. ~ 

t1ons, which does nm m«!a.n that you can-
nor use ir !o fu i!y anc fra1kly air vour 
grievances. • 

As long as tt is under my char $e, l 
also rescr\"e tht· righ t of comp .ete edito­
rial privilege as to the: cont,!nt of t.1e art i-

-:ics submitted and which artic les w U3c . 
l will try not to be too heavy-handed. bl.'. t 
1 can t~ll you righc now :hat pomo­
~;n phi1.; mate t· iai 1 vi ll l: e cxc!uck d. wh :ch 
will be jLdgt.:d 0n rl:e ba:-; is uf c,m~cx t, us 
,vet! as co:1te:1t. 

For anyone submitring artic les , l ,,viii 
also require specirk permission to re­
prim and even more specific insn-uctions 
concerning issues of con ~identiality. ln 
certain circumstances, l can envision 
some very di.re consequences if it were 
to become common kno wldge among 
, om fellow inmates that :1ou are trnns­
gcndered. lf you need to preserve yow­
anonymity and your rransgende:-ed 
3tarus, I need to know it. 

One of my corrcsponuents iJ1 the: fed -
1?.ral system also suggested that no ,1rt:i ­
ck s should be excluded b;1seci OIL the 
auhor's sentencing offen:.: e, and r agree. 
lr:cidentally, she was the une who came 
ur• with rhe title TRlP , which i chose 
fr\ m 1 several others slie su :Sges ted. 

[ should also inc lude th:! disc laimer 
that none of materials contained in T Rl P 
ilecessarily reflect the views or the opin­
ions of the Gender Identity Ccnte1· o t 
Colorado, Inc., its officers, board me:n­
bers, or the membership in ger:eral. Thi s 
is ,l free and a pllfely voluntary service 
tha r we are providing you, and as much 
as possible, ic should ret1ecr your upin­
ions. 

On the other hand, since we are pro­
viding rhe service, I be lieve that we 
3hO Ldd get some credit for it. And if you 
:1ppreciate what we are trying ro du, we 
would like to hear it. ln tun :, we wou ld 
apprec i,ue it if yo u wo uid re .I Ull1e r .:i o :_. 
our good works. Much ot· our fonding 
com~s from grams, and they like to hear 
from indepencent sou:ces [hut their grnnt 
rec ii=-- icnts are iJeing good stewards of 
their money. 

There are probably some other things 
that 1 have forgotten, so this will bt a 
kind of learn-as-you-go thing. 

The first issue will be ajmost ~xclu-
5ively abour prison rules and regula 1. ions 
l)J1 tnrnsgendered inmates ana some of 
the case law. Some of rhe lat1er are sev-­
ernl y:!ar 's old, but they still provide im -­
Pl"'rtant backgrcund information for 
t~10se who are not familiar with them. 

\V '.1en there are any new dt!vel op-
111ents. let us k11ow, either by wri ting an 
article yow·self or by providing us wi[h 

the proper :--eferenc; s. 
If you vvam to :)[ia1·,:. d >1lf p.!n unal 

Sto !'it-s, .vc cau 1bo nc !uk rb.Jt in sub­
s::!quem issues , Wi tL ·.n- :..: ertai1 1m.irs. 
l. 1nril l ~,~;: s,Jmc hep . -~h,::·:: .ar\: lin;i ts to 
\.Vhat l c:.u1 do ill1d ·h::'-\ rr. LH;h r!l3.tc ··ial 
cJ.n be i.n clud~d. At :l.ll y cite. tr y ~o keep 
it clean. And if you wJn~ to shae your 
name and ad dress and. wrnt co :orr~­
spond w 1 th 0U1er trar,sgendc:rccl inmates 
in other facilities, d 1i:i co uld be JScd for 
that too. Later, I might b,~ ab le .o scan 
i.r. son'.c pictures . 

1 might aJso allow rnr.1e or" [lie prison 
staff to sucm;t J.nic:e3, i f t·:, r nc other 
re ;.1son chan to arremµ c to l)~en ~om c kind 
of meaningful dialo i?1te r.h:1t .:; c,u ld lead 
to a b•=tter ur..1.k rsrn rnh 1f: o( eRc :1 o~her 
an--i pe ~haps D c1e rea1 reform~. 

Rig ht;-\()\\": I onl:,· '.J Hv'C- c. C1) ll")ic of 
addresses, so whm [ p!a:1 u do is t L1 send 
IO or 20 cooit~~: co u ~: n. an!J tr ey :an 
disrrilw.Le d:e~n to och tT~ tha: tl1e~ · kn ow, 
and so ,Jn down rl: e li f! e . •d .111 ,1Jttrna­

rivc: , you can notiiv r~•:: ,:, f )the :· 1arn :.~ 
anc adcressi::s to 1,d 1 id _ ' '.TIP si10 ·.1ld be 
sen ~. 

Articles sh Jule cic .,ubm ;rted t J: 

G lC o f Co l0rad1J, [11c 

1455 A.:nmonrm St.. S,1ice l OO 
Lakewood, CO ;~ <jC1IS-,_:Lf <f3 
Attn: Je.:isic 

However, rathe r t"lia n :~uhmi r. i:1g 
hana-written or typec 2J1d~·~, if yciu 
have access to -: -mail. it would bt! ;_ big 
~if ycu coulJ send th1:!rn_vi z1 e- uai 1,. 
in ei ther plain t;:xt l1r l.J1. .½.i£1i ~;iQ!LN1),d., 
l~•- G!CTKlP ~¥ -.1 i.. cum 

Again, r will do ~/ fla t ] C, Jl i:G ~d rl1i :i 

thing off :he gro und . Le 1 e:-l is .1 p tu 
you. Let your v,J tce be Le :,. r,~. 

Administrative Regd:1ti'.o.11s 
Colorado Dept. oJ Corn~ctims 

Regulat:iou ~-o. '_7!}0-- 14• 

Scope of Services for the Tre:ltn1!nt of 
Trar;sse:rnaJ ism 

I. Poli ,~: It is the poL,:_y c:t't:ht: DeJ:11:­
ment c f Cc,rrec ticns (0 0C) :o ;Jro .' 1( e 

~ppropriate trerJment Slm·ic-~s w offr nd-· 
crs ide :nified as rr:.cet i.n~ tl1e cri te ria :·or ,1 

d iagnc 3 is of rran~:;ex ua lin t 
Ti. E!:!£POSe: T\ is ,\drn ini:; .rrn:j ,:,~ ~Z-~g 1[a­

ti ,Jn wi ll serve as r ... stund.3rcl ,:Jr c.::1re 1c,r 
the treatment of tTanssexua1t: ai1;: deti n.e 

---------------------------------------------- --- ·--
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the extem and the gene:al limits of 
health services that wit be provided :o 
chis population. 
III. Definitions: 

A. Diagnostic and Stmistical Manual. 
Fourth Editiolh..&~visec 9DSMR-IVR): 
This is the standard :nanual for diagnJ·· 
'sis. 

B. H)nnon3._Ll~>lac~[n1~nt Treat­
illi!H.t: Tiiis is a medical tn:ai:-ment in 
wUch ma1~ or fen-..ab honn·)nes ,:-re pre­
scri:Jed as a result of his 1h,!r inability :o 
produce m ad~quate amount of these 
hormones internally. Scme transsexuals 
who have been surgically rejssigned (e. 
g., males who have: had their testes re­
moved) may require this tr-!,,tmenc to 
reduce discomfort ,)r mdically signifi­
cant side-effects, (cg., h;1t fiashes, tha-c 
result from a ~ac:k of sex honnones in the 
body). However, this is .1ot .-:1 u-eam1ent 
for transsexualism, and is noc intended to 
produce or enhance sexu:1! rE assignme:L 

C. Sex Reas~igr.menr Tht>rn: This 
is a treatment for transsexualism in 
which hormonal me~icat1ons or surgical 
procedures arditili;~ed to altt·r a per­
son' s·phy~ical appe;:i.rnnc<~ 50 the he/she 
appears more lik: tt.e 0pi:osite gender. 

D. Sex Offen'der: Ariy o::'fonder ratei 
, S3. S4, or S5 on the Sexua.l Violence 

Needs Assessment Scale ,vho is recom­
mend~d for participation in i:he Sex Of­
fender Treatment and Monitoring Pro­
gram. 

E. Trar1ssexualism: A psychiatric 
disorder in which a ~-erson is not sacis­
fied and is sometimes seriously dys­
phoric with regard to their anatomical 
gender. In general, this condition is a 
stable, non-violent condition a:1d noc due 
to psychosi.s, but it may ac,;ompany 
ocher disorders. NotE:: The current 
DSM-TV di:ignostic label for this disor­
d,!r is Gend,!r Ider.tit)' Disorder. Be­
cause transsexuaJi3m is a c,)mnonly un­
derstood term in the DOC, we will con­
tinue to use this label in thi:, Administra­
tive Regulation. 
[V. Procedures: 

A. The scare of art concerni..lle the 
rreannent of transsexuals cc ntrcj;dicJtes 
rhe iniciation of sexual reass·igrunent 
treatrnenr ·in a correctfonal environment. 
Self-inflicted. genital mutilation or other 
fonns of self-mutilation are comraindi­
cations for sex reassignment treatment. 

B. Transsexual management and 

TRlP 

Treatment Committee: This committee 
will be established and maintaLneci by 
the Clinical Services. 

l. Composition: The Transsexual 
Management and Treannenr' Committee 
will be cornposed of the DOC Chief 
Medical Officer, Chief Psychiatrist. and 
Chief of.Mental Health (or designees). 
[n addition, a medical special is[ in the 
!.T~atmcnt of rrassexuaiism 
( endocrinology or psychiatry) from tfh! 

community may ce retai.'.led as a consult·· 
:.mt in specific cases. lf Lhe uffendt:r is 
identified as a sex offender. che Director 
of Sex Offender Treatmtnt and Monitor­
ing Program will participate as a mem" 
ber of the Transsexual Management and 
Treatment Committee. 

2. Function: The diagnosis of 
trar1ssexaualism will be based on the 
DSM-lV criteria, and must be assigned 
and/or approved by this committee. This 
Commirree will conduct an evaluation of 
each offender considered and deve lop 
a special treatment plan for each of­
fender so dtagnosed. The treatment plan 
,.vill be based on a :·eview of any previ-
1x 1~: diagno~is and tre:-.1nnt::nt, the ,..1f­
:ender's cw,-ent treatment potential. and 
the effects of any change in treatme11t. 
Thi:i treatment plan will address medi­
cal, mental health and per~;onal adju~,t­
rncnt needs, buc may not direct the ir: itia­
tion or furtherance of sexual reassigr: ­
rnent treatment. 

C. Sexual Reassignment Treatment: 
No surgical procedures for the purpose 
of sexual reassignment will be provided 
to any offenders incarcerated in the 
..DOC. Treatmem and homtonal medica­
tiJilS for the purpose of sexual reassign­
ment will nor be initiared v,hi le the or­
fender is incarcerated. 

I. An offender, who is receiving 
hormonal medications as a aai1 or an 
established sexual reassignmem treat­
ment regin1en under che supervision of a 
medical doctor at the time of incarcera­
tion, may be continued on hormonal 
medications. This means that offenders, 
who have already begun sexual rec.ssign­
me1:t rreatmem:, may be m3i :1tai11ee1 in 
.3Uch treatment, but the sexual reassig11-
:1:ent process will not be ti.mher~d dur-· 
ing rheir incarceration. 

2. The offender must agree to 
sign a voluntary Release of Information 
form allowing the CDOC Mental Health 
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'.;taff aci:ess :o m~c,cal hcdth :·ecords 
: egardiHg aJ pnor ::·eJcr:ient re laced to 

crans.3ex uali s m. 
D. Othe:::· Treatr.;1ent ,tl.Qga.,: tie~:i_: 

l. O:iender~. wnu :':.,tve Jeta diag­
r:osed as Lrai1ssc:xu2.., s by lh~ r 1 an.ss0x 'Jal 
Managemei:.t ard Tr :,, tff.ij!lC C (1mrn1ttee 
will have ac.:ess to c,s-.1cLiamc Jnd men­
bl :1ealm se.:-,,11:.:es a~ .. ,;,J 2. :- le tinugh the 
DOC. The~•! rrearru::1t ~-~rvicc '.; ar,~ fo-
e 1sed on t!J1Ec1ling l)ff~nutr!i wi ~h identi­
fiable menta l hci1 '. -:l1 'Jrnbkrn '.: ::) b1::tter 
adjust to ins1 icu[lom,. t: ,·i ig a iL w irn­
prnve i:hei:· ;1:;·.1i::l of .11 •:Itli~: hea i: h f·1nc•· 
ti ,Jning. 

:2. Spt~cia; sff ,1 i,: e~ w i1 I : e pro­
vided in which ct'for.ders :i agn : seu as 
transsexuals may ;:ia::cic ip1te i.1 individ­
u2.l or group cherapy :1imecl at assisting 
th-~m in exploring and ma naging their 
issues related to sexu,il id•.!r:tity . These 
sec-vices will t,e i:ro,1i,fod JY the mental 
heal th staff ,vi~(' ;-:m~ :!c:e :.1~td t ,) provide 
m~mal health se rvict ::. to r.dLlts. or wilo 
wurk und~r tht super" i!;i o:1 of a • icensed 
mental health pro fes~: onai. 

J. Otknder~ \y il.1 a.~o be :·ecum­
mended for offen5e ~:::ecJil' trtat.zn,: :1t 
prugrarns; su1;:i ~1~; Se:< 0 ft'~ncit-r Tr;;:1t­
ment and :vl.on itor:nb . )r:: g:.En. ,, hc:11 
they me~r progrnm cr :.e:·:.~1 A~ .. upropri­
ate. sexual ic!.e '.!ticy is~•1,~'.: \i t! : Ile ad · 
cire~sed in the -:o rn:e:-<.t .>t :h:: ir s;;.( of· 
fen..;e behavior. 

4. Clinical Serv tees will provide 
medical ,~valu&.tion ser✓ ice~ ,.nc aGcess 
to physical health car,;. Eormo~1a1 re­
placement trea1.ment w:Il be provded 
when ffi1'!dically indicJted . Howc·ier. 
hormonai replatemem :rear:11enrs w'.l l 
not 'Je fo r the purpose cd se:-:u1l r-~:ts­
signment. 

E. FEcilitv Placement : 
I. In Ihe even: tha~ an Jt'fe r:der is 

comm itt~d '.O the DOC, ,.vhc has c1J01 ·· 

piet(;d a surgical sexua: rrns5ign:n ~nc 
treatment progrnm, tha,: Oi:fencier wil'. be 
plaCt!d in a con-;!CTionai faciiity appropri­
ate for his/her reass ignd ~e:lder 

2 . .lngeu~r1l,,ofh cders \•v itl b1: 
plactd in r'acilities in .i.:-corci,t.10::c \,· ith 
tr.eir gend.::r a.s •:ietermi,uc b.,- ri1t u· e:-:­
tema 1 genitalia . 
V. Responsibilir'.{: _ 

A. It ij the responsi: 1licy ,)f the Chier~ 
of Mental Healt;.-: and th,! C!iutcal ~, -!r­
vices Operat:ons Directo r lo 1}:1fo:-ct~ and 

(Cor.£i11:1ea 0 •1 _cag~ ./) 
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maintain this i1.dministratiYe Regulation. 
B. It is the: responsibility of the Chief 

of mentz.l health to assure t.1at al l psy­
chiatrists, physicians, and nental. heril1l1 
sea ff are aware and are iillO N ledgeab le 
about d1is Standar:i of Care. 

C. It is the responsibilit:1 of all con.­
traci: and full-time equi\·alent psychia­
trists, and all mental health staff w use 
this Standard of Ca.re as a g ·1ide to prac-
tice. • 
VI. Aurhxity: CR:S :7- l- l(13. 

lfS BUREAU OF JP.RlSONS 
PS6000.0~i HE.AL TH SERVICES 

MANUAL 
Septunber 1::, .l~ 196 

CHAfTER VI: PA1II:NT C.\.JU: 
Section 11. TrAnsi;exuals (page t 7) 

It is ere policy of the Bw·eau t0 

maintain a transsexual i1:ma::e at the 
level of change existing 1po,1 admissiun. 
Shou~d the CD dete:rmine that either p:·o­
gres_s1v~ er regrcssi ve treatJ1ent change3 
are md1caced., th-! Medicd D :sector must 
approve these pdor to implementation. 
The use o~ hormones to mairLtain secon­
~ 3exual charact,~ristic-s :may be con­
tinued at approxirm.tely the same levels 
as prior to incarceration \ with appropri­
a~e. documentation from c om:nwuty phy­
s1c1ans1bof;pitals l ar..d with t:he Medical 
Direc:or's :1.pproval. 

Federal Priso.nt:r Win Ri<rht t, 

to f,1edical Treatment 

[\Vashingron, D. :. : 2l' Mar 98J U.S.· 
DISTlUCT Court (D.C.) has 1uled chat 
tran.sst!xuals are entii:led to treatment fc,,: 
their II disorder" while incacernted ii 
federal prison. This treatIT.em can tn­
clude hormone thera·Jy anj p!ychologi­
cal counse Eng. 

The cas-e arose when pre--1~p transsex­
ual woman Dee Farmer, inprisoned in 
Butner, NC , alleg•!d medical nistreat­
rn.ent by the Bo,u·d of-Priscin~' Medkal 
~irector,_ ~r. Mo(gitsu, sayi:1g Morig-
1tsu had fa1l.!d to c.pprove rre1rment for 
her. 

The Cou-t's m~in§; requires that 
Farmer receive treatment. 1-k y1·ever, it 

.. eft W1aecidt:d what level of tn atment 
;;anner is entitled rn; md whm.1er re--

quiring mrnssexuals to 3how a hisror:: c•f 
prior rreatment before receiving hor-­
rnone [herapy violates [heir rights ot 
Equal Protection. as other fodc:ra ! pr~::c,n­
ers do not have to prove pn.or crearmer_t 
ofa condition to receive medical care. 

Judge says prisons must prote'-=t 
trans' medical histories 

[From Frontiers Magazine J Trans -· 
sexuals have a constitutional right to 
keep their medical his:m-y private u1 

prison, when divulging rhat information 
.;ould threaten their safei:y, a federal a~)­
peals court said April 2. 

The 2nd U.S. Circuit Coun of Ap­
peals made t.he finding in thr:- c:!se Jf :1 

Jeceascd transsexual, Dana Ki i nbcrly 
Devilla, who tiled a law :; uit m du;:faL:: 
;\llcging violations to her right Lo pt·iv2.c1 
~!.Il•l to be free from Gruel ana wrnsual 
punishment. ln sending the case back :o 
the lower cow·t for fw-ther proceeding~-. 
the appeals court nO[ed that trnnssexua ls 
might want to live witho ,Jt anvone 
knowing they had under5one ·a ~ender 
change. 

"Transsexualism is the wrns,ial :.:on-• 
dition that is iikely to provoke both an 
i_ri.tense desire to preser,c one's rnec.ica! 
cJnfidentiality, as well as hostil ity anci 
i.ntolerance from or.hers." the thrne-j udge 
panel wrore. ''The cxcruc:atingly pr~vat,.! 
:llld inti.mate nature of tra,1ssexualism 
for persons who wish to ~,reserve pri·-' 
✓ ac.:._:,· in the matter, is realiy beyond de-­
bate." 

A. lawsuit was filed bv the es :.ate of 
D~v illa. who died i11 1985, afl:·.!r .. 1 cc--r­
ret;tions ufficer at the Alb ,on CotTec­
tiunal Facility told other srnff :11cmb,~rs 
2.nd i nmares that she was ,;.n HIV. 
posi[i ve rranssexual. 'Ine estate nam1!d 
two corrections officers ar1d their sup~r­
viso r as defendants. 

The appeals court 1Jphe-ld a dismissai 
of D~villa's :-ight to privaq claim fol' 
technical reasons bu rei..ns:ated her (ruei 
anj t.1.nusua1 pw1ishment ciaim. It said 
thd ~risoners have e. right co priv ::1cy tbar 
c:r\ cnly be infringed upon by jai . au­
thoricies if there is a valid (1ue-scio11 of 
satety. • 

"The grmuirous disclosure ,Jf i.ll l iH•­

ma :e s contic'.ential meJica i inforn1atiJ11 
as l1u :nor or gossip--the apparent ;:ir­
cumscance of the disdosw-e in this ca:ie--

s not reasonab !y r ~ lated to a I ~gii i.rnate 
:Jenclogicc.. t.ntere~1. ilDd :t Ll\!:-(!Fme vio­
.aces 1:he '.mnau~'s 1;c,n;;ti .11tiom:1 r:~ht co 
pr1v2.cy . 1

• cte ...:our~ :,a :1i. 

Judge: Inmate wasn't prorected 
Ohio appeals detisior1 to try 

prison workers 

[By Ben L. Kau::rcar, The Ci.1:;innati 
Enquirer} Ohio has 1pprnlec. a federa l 
j 11dge 1s dec :_::;ion to :.,.:i: a j LS:✓ ie:;iJe 
whethier a murdcrolu atta,:;k "ie:lated a 
prisoner's nghts at ')h::n:n 2 x ::ection:.il 
Institution. 

A.ssistanc A ttoney Ge.:1.c:r;J T 0dd 
t\.1a...-ti said Thursday thac th1~ ;a-;e ~. hould 
luve been dismi.3sed \J;: C.IL.;~,ie pi-iscn em­
p :oye1;s ,u-e pro(1!ct,:d lly c-1~: int.n11n.ity 
g!!nera-lly av.1da:)i1; :•> :)1..:.1)lic J{ici::113 for 
rnHhe--job d.! ,~is1on~. 

U.S. Disr:rict foJg ~! :;211cra S. 
B~ckwith rejected that :tr?trnent Jan. 25 
and said ~o guards ;rnd a civilian hous­
ing manager mu:jt gu rn niaL 

She saici. t.here was ~10 :1gL evidence 
for jurors to coI1cludt tha : tbe:-1;; wa:> de­
liberate u1differe~1::.:c: ::o th-! ·xisoner s 
Eighth A.netci.m~nt ·ight '., J bt: r:e:! of 
cr,1el and un~'.SUa l puut.;Ju1enr. 

That put Lhe Feb . ~-! 1 r-~ial 011 ht)ld, 
and it could be a year before the U.S. 
CPurt of Appe:ils for the ~th Circuit de­
cides whether any of ~he c".efo r:dhms 
must g-J before a _iury 

The st:.it Wi.:lS tnuglE by '-' Tat t:,s-;x­

ual fonne:· mna[~ idt:. 1ff.ii :d :i.': _::tn~ Do,; 
be t:aus1! h1:! Wi~: unc.e:~c-in~ l~_orrron ·! 
therapy to as~ ume ::;cme f1~rc.ak ~1hy:-; ical 
(:hi:sacttri::itic~:. 

Doe 'N~s in prnwcti"v'c cuscoJy ~o 
prevent assaults by inmme-; ?rov1)ked by 
his femini:le appearan~e. 

Hiawarh,L Fre:z.zt . I 1-'WS a r:iaximwn 
securit) prison.er with a hi5-wry o: vio­
len,;e in prisor,. Uni: h:)ushg 1T1~1tager 
R.ictiard K:;m; 1::;~;igrt::::l \ 1l· Fr~nel l to 
the sam: protectlv~ un :t a.s Doc rathc·r 
than a ;nor~ re5trictive a.re2. 

On July l 2, 119( Mr. ~·re:lnll •~n­
:,~red Do~·~ cell an,i bcic hi 11. P.r-:.0116 
r.ho:~e who 1.a1ew :lbOUi th.is JS~:au '.1 and 
r~la ~ed r.:~ar.h thre~HS \\ i .s Cn~Tect'()O~ 

Officer Ga:11.e Bew lt:s. 
He:· bu~;s, 3_:1 if c1wuw1:(i~r Horndd 

Stra 1or., iiJ n·:,t ~:egreg 3t:: r 1> Frt z.:;:dl 
·C..mrf,r:.s.,w: en pa;,e 5) 
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after the initial 1;.ssault. 
Later ::hat day, Officer Bowles al­

lowed Mr. Frez.zell to enter Doe's ,;ell 
again and he beat Doe wnh a mop . 

When the hand!: broke, Mr. Frezzell 
stabt.ed h:;s vie rim with ·the shaner:!d 

. shaft . 
ivlr. Frezze:11 wa:; charged with at­

tempted murder but pleaded .iuilty to . 
aggr,(vated assault and re;;eived an addt·· 
tional semence. 

Doe - released in 1997 ·- mcved 
our of state but suec: in fejer2.l cou.t1 in 
Cincinnat:. Defendmts inct.lded Officer 
Bowles, Capt. Strati:on and Mi. Kemp. 
They deni~d any wrongdoir.g. 

Fl.!derc 1 c;o·.1.rrs a::-e mru(in§ it tougher 
for inmates to prove: that ))ris,m hard­
ships are the cru1!l and wiusual pW1ish­
ment baITed bv the Eighth !,..nendment. 

TJ surviv~ the immunity defense 
raised by lvtr. Marti. Doe and attorneys 
Alphunse A. Gerhaidsteiri ;mi Jen11ifer 
Branch had co overcome tw,) legal barr t­
~rs: 

Not every injury suffered by a pris­
oner violares the EiE)lth Ame,1dme;1t, 
Judge BeckWith·said. "For 'a claim -­
like the one here·..:.._ based ·on a failure t:> 
prevent ha:.-rn, the inmate :nust show thM 
he is incarcerated u□der conditions pos­
ing a 3Ubstantial :isk of serious hann." 

Prison incompetence or m gligence 
isn't s,.1fficient w ·cre:1te a l:o:1~titution3l 
violat:on. 

There must be ev id-ence 1Jf 

'·deliberate indifforence" D a ''known 
substantial risk of se:;ous .1arn" to pris­
oner health or safety. 

Tu.ming-to the defendants, Judge 
Beckwirn said the evid,!nc: '·clearly 
cemon.strat::s" tha Officer Bo ..v les knew 
Mr. Frezze .I had assaulted Do! be fore 
the attack v,ith the mop handle 

There also was evidence ttat Of:icer 
Bowles knew rvtr. Fr,!zzell t.hTt:atened to 
kill Doe and jurors could conclude tnat 
Officer Bowles "knew of a substantial 
risk that Mr. Frezzell would attack" Dor.. 

Judge Beckwidl said Doe also might 
prove \!fr. Kemp, wh,) handfr:d housing 
assignment:; i.n the; pnwctive rnit, and 
-~agt. .Stran,m knew about ·.:he 
"~;ubsti!.ntial risk" ,Jf another acack and 
didn't move Mr. F:ez:~ell tc a more se­
cure cell. 

That was the conscitutic-nally fatal 

Transsexual con wan ts out 
of men's prison 

[
• C'L' "h ' ., . .,. , - , t()l)Q OTTAWA~ l'I, t'.Ll :?;U.)I . . . , • ,, 

By CP] TORONTO -- Synthia . 
Kavanagh says she's a woman_ trappe? Ir 
3. man's body and wants out o t a max.1-
mwn-securicy prison for men. 

Kavanao-h a transsexual S•!rvmg a .::) , 
life sencence for the 1987 harruncr slay­
ing of a transsexual prostitute _in To­
·~omo, has filed a complaint \\'tih the Ca­
;rndian Human Rights Commission al­
'.eging discrimination. 

The imnate. formerly ,cnown as 
.'.<..icnard Kavanagh, wants to be moved 
i.nto a worn1!n's prison, arf _uing h~r 
:;r fr rv is in ieopan.iy due l·J he r :~:.: rn t~1ir:. t: 
appe~a.nce: Co1Tections officiu b ar?e 
ir1mates in prisons for Wl)i<1en must navi:: 
female genitalia. 

Canadhm prisons t0 allow sex 
changes 

'franssexual prisoners :n Canada wiL 
soon be allowed to undergo sex­
re:issignment surgery, the Calgary Sun 
reports. The policy -~hange is an effort to 
settle a human-rights complaint from a 
transsexual convicted killer. As of No­
vember 1997 there were 14 a-anssexual 
inmates in Canadian correctional ins1itu­
tions . 

Prisons inspector calls for 
sex change 3ps 

[By Sophie Goodchild. Home Affair~ 
CorrespondemJ The Chid' lnspcc :or :Jf 

Pnscio.s last night said lhat t.11n1;:Hes 

should be allowed free sex change 
ooerations while in jail. 
• In an exclusive interview with the 

Independent on Sunday, .Sir David 
Ramsbotham said that mm::sexuai pris­
oners risk serious health problems be­
cause they have beer denie.i tre:atmenc 
am.l s11ould b~ given chc: same al;c1:·ss ro 
surge1-y as members of the pub li~. 

'I11ere are no offic.;ic:d fig..l.fe~; fo ,· th~ 
number of transsexmds in jail, buc it is 

~Vlurderer to :gt~t St!X :nvap 
on the· NHS 

[B)' Jan 8:meil, Home Aftns Corre­
sp,)ndrnt] Th,:: Pnsoc S:~n ·ice n_a'> gtv~n 
the: go-a.head for ~;i:>~ J) ( i:-;01 .~rs, u cludrng 
a r;1.~derer, a kid.nup;~:l' ar td lII .rnn~d 
robber, to uiwergo sex chLnge:; c~ ~he 
N··tional Health Service. The clec1s1on 

C • h 
fo llow~; a legd challci:gt by <)Ile ot : e 
prisoners,· wr.,J has be :!Il fis_h:ing an~ 
eight-year battle ta change r:. 1s ge-ndu_ 

John Pilley_ a kicVapper ~.e:, · .ng a 
lifo sentence, .\vill bec:Jme the :i r3C pris­
On t!r to ·.mdergo "gen·:.er rut_;;sis:iment 
SU! gery" when hl~ has ·m o~-:hicle,:tomy 
in :_,cic . .:st,jr r. 1:!Xt :nor.· h. 

Piil~y who is k110'.v11 a3 ' Jt nc~ "''' 

Anne'', ! 1~:i bud JTI 'Jre thn:1 ,even ye~rs ?t'''-· 
hormor'.e-replncemen': trta!rner t , vhile in '!lf-: 
jail but took kgal :1cti11n 11t~r 1:,r '._;on , . .i 

·ch]~fa epp<.:ar-:d -to !::- e b:.r: cL•rcg h1; d t:- -~' 

macids ·:'or gen ita! ::i L!.fg:!ry. He- ag,ud -:~ 
tha . ha\'ino- o-i,,,en him rreat:.1ent c:nabling:,~, 
him to de;-:,elop breast.3. it V.'3S Lnfair for ~-~ 
the Prison Service to leave him in th0 ,;_[j· 
limbo of being part-man ar.d p2 r::-
woman. 

The Independent t.i.iS le;i:-ned that 
Treasury solic l. tors, re?resenting tt1e 

Prbon Service. have t ,:.en i l~.trnc ted not 
to continue contesting :h,:: cr~;e. L-,Srcad, 
Michael Longfield. th1! s,.m·ice's head of 
hea :thcc.re, ha5 told offi.cia t.1 ::it Gt:~rtree 
Pri~;on, near tvlarkt-t Haborc,; 1g!1, Jl 

L,eicestershire, that Pilley c.Jn luve his 
,)pe ,·ation. . 

fhe orchic.ectomy, wluc:11 cc,Sr:, 
around£ 11,000. is du<: tc:i t [ b r la-.;e ;iext 
mo1 tth at Lt!ice,i:er Ro) al L~ 1irrr.a1 y. r:01-
iow ,.ng the opcn-niun, Pit!ey i:, likdy ro 
be transre1Ted to Holloway women's 
prison in north London, . 

The dec:ision-will- creme a precedent 
for ::•.t least five other prison !rs se-:king 
sex-;han.ge opi!ratior,s t1mi pursui::g k­
§;al Lases ngairst the Pnoi1 ~ •~f"\ i~.!, i_1-
c lucing Philip ·:~ap lin, _., ,J,,:t.h:w ~i;h­

aI"cis:Jn, Cougl".:.i Wake-fietd rnd C,!. vit: 
Cross. 
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The barrister and fo.'.Til.e -:- Liberal De­
mocrat MP Alt:x Carlile::, u,r;10 cam­
paigned :or tmnssexua.l rigr-.ts in parlia­
mer:t, said the dec·:Si,:m ..vas an 
"imponani step towards giving tnns­
sexuals i:-roper civil libertie:;". 

The Prison Service said yesterday 
that it wa.s under an obligation to give 
prisoners the same access to medical 
care as ocher m!mbers cf the public. lt is 
now drawing up new guidelines for 
prison governors on now th1,y should 
deal with transsexual irum•.tt:s. 

t\. spc keswcman said: ·•~:ne gen,:!ral 
approach is thar th1~ prisoner should ~ ait 
for release. Its . .1ot really a suitable envi­
ronment 1:0 take s u.:h an iITe vocat le d,~-­
cisicn. The problems arise viith prison­
ers servi.r.g a long ~:enter.cc:. " 

Pilley, 46, who was ~;em-!nced to life 
in jail for the kidnappinii; of a taxi-drivcT, 
Linda Ch3.rleswort.J, in ; 9:3: , is allow.~d 

; to W!ar Vi omtm's cioching 'N :1ile hoe is 
lock,!d in his ,:;e ll. 

He has dra""n up a chaitt:r in whic:1 
b.e prnmi.ses not to out on r-.i~; female at­
tire in frout of othe~ inmates . It reads: 
"Wilh the exception of uncietwear, I will 
keep the articles in my room at all tuw~s 
(apart from la-.md.ry). I will not dress in 
female clothing exc'.ept b~rn'l!en lock-up 
at night and unlock in the morning." 

Pilley is a m,!mber of G actree's thera.­
peuti:; cor.-ununity, which im ludes ot.h1:r 
priso:1ers :,eek in.~ sex chrngt s, such as 
Philip Taplin mid convictec. bller \fat-· 
thew Richardsor:., 4:2. Other transsexual 

• prisoners are scattered. arl)und the _j ail 
.3yscem, often wi·:h little in th,! way of . 
j peciaiist :,upport. 

DJuglas Watefield makes life in 
Charning~ Wood Prison, i.n Devon, 
more bearable b~ de::cora[in5 his cell 

1 with lace curtaim and flower,. The dou­
ble murderer has be ~m di&.grwsed by a 
psychiatrist as h~ viLg 11 gender identity 
disorientation". In le:tters from prison h~ 
has said: "\1alen,!ss has always been 
nothing le~.s than an abho:Te::~ce to me -
something to be threatened .md intimi­
clated by. I hav,! gro·Nn to deti!st the 
body r live in." 

Wikethld, w :10 · :s allcwed to wear 
wome:i's ear-rings and has chosen to be 
called "Dee", was ja:.led for l.i.fe at Leeds 
CrowT:. Col'rt ir~ 1974 for mudering an 
uncle ',Vho :1ad ~unted him ,.bout his 
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sexuality. Four years later he :mangled 
fellow prisoner Brian Peake with a slrne­
lace, then stabbed and beat him to dez. L1 
in the psychiatric wing 1J f P:irk.11ur .3t jnil 
on the lsle of WighL in Hampshin:. He 
3pent a re:;ord 1,200 da~r ~~ i.r_ sot itu,:y 
cu nfinem1!nc after twice ra.k:.ng pri:,on 
officers hostage and trying m kill one ot 
:hem. 

Now 8. model p1isorur, he says tluc 
:le could happily jve tht· res;: o:-' hi:, lifo 
oehind ba.:s, prov (ded ht wa.5 given a ::, tx 

. .;hange and moved ~o a women's p1iso r1. 
At Parkhurst, David Cross ·· now 

:mown as Kelly Denise Richan.is - is 1:ak· 
mg Androcur, the homc-ne dn.i :;; cyprc-
1:erone acetate, which reu1cc::s k vels or 
rnstosterone. 

Although rranssexua., prisoners suet 
.LS Cross are terrified of ::;wpµing such 
[reannent and reverting w rn\~n . they a.rt­
Jware that the prolonged use o-r· such 
drugs carr ies a risk L)f liv er fa ilu.re . 
Cross, an ,trmed rocber ::iervLng 17 yea-:-:; , 
:S ~mxious,y awaitLng his orc.::1idecrnmy. 

Dr Russell Reid, a consultai:t p:;y­
l.:h.atrist who bas advised Cross and 
otber transsexual inmate~. sa .'.d tha: 
prison life made it very difficuL for in­
maces to satisfy the ne<.:essary criteria 
betore they could be given sucL a life­
changing operation. 

He said. : "They must adjus[ suc~ess-· 
Ld ty and live and work i:a tht:ir :emale 
rol~~ for two years :Jetore chey cm be 
cor1sidercd for surgery. [t is very dir'fi-
c ·Jl:, though not impossible fiA Lnem to 
fa llil that. " 

But Surnn Marshall o.-· Pr,:;ss for 
Chi•.nge, a campaigning c:-ganiz;itio11 
v.- h ch is sc:kiilg equJI ri~ ;ius fo1 pt ,Jp i<.: 
v- lrn have gender idemi ty di:s(,rc:.~ r. ;aid 
tLa: prisoners -.vere entilltd lo :11 ..:di L:al 
hdp m cha11ge thei ~ :;e:\. 

"The;1 are supp-Jsed re los ,! r'.1eii· lib­
•; rty but they should noL b,.:: furtlL;r pun­
~shc:d by removal of tream1enl fo r a rec­
ogn ized medical condition from wh ich 
they are suftering," she said. 

Prison Ilapt~ 

Anybody who wc1.ms data or. prison 
ra9c can find Stop Pn so11c: i- R.:.pl:" :5 si te at 
htqy//www.igc .apc.org/sp i'/. The:i- can b•j 
in touch with the organiza ..101, w;10 ,Nill 
be h::ippy to supply figure~, l'm sure. 

--------·------ --------------
This is not a probkrr:. '.Vlt1Jse eristence is 
argue.bie, a[ ,:ho ugb rnso•J au ~hl)rit ,es 
l~ave done rilei.r best w 1;over it up . I 
grew up in a pnson mwr . ( MJ:Ha;.a state 
r-enitentiary . which w,1s JIH.~ 1.F the worst 
i 11 the co1..m .:-:')') so r have ::ii.la.rp fo i; d.ng:, 
?boUl th is. The 1J.~CiJ len .: rot at ly ,~xisted 
always, ::,ut it s;,err_:; to luv1! 3p:ked from 
the ti.me wb:m ow· p.:i~ ,J:c ::. goc Lug~ly 
overcrowded, and :: exis :s i.nj Jvenile 
detemion at; weil as :JdUl: p:bons. 

As tar as 1 know. tnere ar,~ no ''safe" 
prisons -- thi:! proble:n is pret:) general, 
a::1d rends to focus on yo ung prisoners, 
who are regarded a~ "new :neat." SQ me 
p :i.sons are m own t:i b,: • .. rorse ,_more 
v:olem) 1:han. others. Ope,1ly i;a:1 prison­
e;-s, cross dri~ssers, e:c. am often kept in 
a special "g~ y tank ' !Jec;:1t.::i1:! J•:·the tar­
g0ted sexual v io te □ c:! dir~cted at rhem. 

The vast maj o1i1~: of prison rnpes are 
cummi ttecl by straigltr men. Se~ is ~s 
rr uch a power thing :.is 3. means of sexual 
grat ifica tion: ,1.ncl th,! diff: ren : •~thn ic 
gm ups, esp~::;ially [.re ir , o rao ;11g eacb 
orher ;:o shov-1 th,, ir p :n11e1 2-.11c 11 ta i11tain 
wmrcl. Tlte Aryan E nr:h: rhoo(( love to 
rape m~n of ,,;olor to ,;hu•;,1 their superior­
it;1, and on down the line. The film 
11 J\.rnerican tvie 11 endeavored to pomay 
this problem as part of its ~;rnry about a 
Mexican Mafia chief ... wbich w&s cht! 
main reason why the 11 .Eme" g -'.) t mad at 
Edward Olmo:; and tco~. (l ilt a cc,mract 
on hirL The "Em~" c.Josid,!red that their 
man.hood had. been " ::is~e,i'" b:1 tne Eilm 1s 
open portray rd of pri 30 11 :::. 1.! .rna 1 , io­
lence. 

The existence of th i:3 problem really 
ought !Omak,.! Amer :,::a!ls think itbout 
what tll i~ cou11u-y de, ~::; r.d ts mer; to 
m,. '.ke t~ern :;,: ?OW:~r -!1ud era !:~/ an.J 
vi .... dent tll thii wa:-;, ar ,d '.>v !l)' vve -~o J II 

prdend ing tLn tr dot:;n t o:ist. J- ere i;; 
fortile ~~round ior tlte ?K., -~· on l:1 the y 
would get more b.0111:i t! ! Cons,:,rvatives 
go on talking about prisom :1s '' ,;oumry 
clubs with T\' and echcutional (nportu­
nit ies" and most of thum stmply :-efuse 
to admit what hellholes our prisons 
really are. I al ways j :_,:;r :! b·:im vomit 
wben 1 see TV ev;:L.'1g; lbts posmring 
abou.r their wcind~rful "prime mhistries '' 
anc nen!r raiklllg Jp(:rJ~.' a ; O:lr tt e nre 
problem. 

Prison rare is alsc. a n1Ljor ::actor in 
the spread of AIDS. _,\ srra{ghr man who 

(C:;nri11111!d c. n page 7) 
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The Gender ldenfrl' Center o.. wo rkLng un a similar prnpu?:ti :cr_:k~1V~1, 
is raped and sere-converts in prison will 
then leave and take i:he inJecti,)n home to 

his v. ife, Q,irlfhends, possiJly l1is chddren, 
etc. 11tis f.1ct ou€)1t i:o be ucvi,)us co any-

Colorado, lnc. wh.ich 'NiU a . !;0 ;JlclLd•: J ~ n,"11:e_ ·:au:,e for 
"A rising srur in ll'c: ·.1. :st auion. As p~1t of tt&:: 3a;1-:,.: c1x,L110~. we 

Bv Je:;s1•~ Sii ;tfor , h I d t 'I 1 ·~ t Oel"'\ w r'·; Cornrn1ctec.i ; aJ.;o 1e,pe '. l::,c• · ,. · J 

body who th.inks aboµt it. Probably :nore The G1;_1der IdenLty C ::nte : ,1 C:.ilo-
sexgoes on phscn thaxi in the gay ~ummu- ndu, I.nc . (GIC) is c.J1 a.Ii-\, _;iu1 l~L ·: 5U l(i.: l 
nity, md probably way more HIV IS (.1) aon-proftt orga.r.ization that pnv1de'~ "' 
spread in prison than in the gay· commu- supon, education, outreach, ana :1dv_oc<1,,/ 
nitv • .But cf course fow people want to b.: tu tne rransgcnder comrnuruty, their [aITil ·:. 

ho~est about this ... most want to go on li::!s and friends. Esr:iblisne.J i.n Ouob.;r O { 

blam:ng the gay Gommwti.ty and "bare- 1978, che G lC is on,j of tht ola,.3sr anc . 
backing" for the rate in Hl V ir fecti?n. . most active transgender organiza1 ons ID 

Prison aud1orit:Ie~ am belatedly begmnmg the nation, ,md we are one )f tl:.e :·~_wt~ 
to ay to isolate HIV--s and to test prison- have its own dedicaceli fadity, wdcl~ iS 

ers, b.Jt my impression is Ular the problem lccaed at l455 Affi;Til)O :::i Street i.t i La.Ke-
is realy o~t of hand. woc,d., Colorado. 

The question Jf mandato;:y HIV re- '.TI addition to four pt;c:r 3uppcr: group 
oortico is comine up rnore and more, anc. ,1. e:. ,.1·nos •""v"'rv wee.r we ikl:St .:1 r.c:mL1ly 
' I:) - • • :h l. ' '- C C, v -~) -~ . 

:nore state~; are passing laws :-equmng ~ c spirnualicy cliscussie,n srnu J, :eJ c '! the 
iealtt. stan1s of citizens to be rt:portd. 3 ... ~v Jeremy McLecd Jf Ji; 8culL ::r_ 
\fore state:; are c1iminalizi1g s-;X by in-i i-- l\ lC :::::, wiJ a Lrnnsmu1 me~. Ing, "" 1 .1cl1 ts 
iidua s who know they are po5itive. But fr.cdi tateJ bv f'vlatt K. : ) p•~:i re,.] .!t : l, we 
what :s the moral and legal responsitility al.;o offer a i-1ome Vis·. t U u .. cc11. ll , ,ro~;ram 
of the state3 and faderal gove:-r,ment for tc tb.;: dderl~, amt thl: ~-i::;d b, cd i11 \: ,1r \;om-
rhe huge HIV imh;tion raw gomg on right . 

th !Llf'.i t)'. 
in their own pena: institutions? .A.ren'~ • e ~::'. very quarc0r we publ1::!1 L 1tc '- · skrrer, 
state and federal govt:mrnent willing ac- Ti':e ']JC Journu/, and :om 1em3 a:!.,O, .ve 
complices in ,',acrempced murder" for refus- ~JL;blished OL.:..r own book T, ans-Scr'.p!ions 
ing ro put a stop to this problem imrnedi- i'':/Yo, wh.ich is fill anrholog; ' ot· 1)1-iJmal 
atelv Jnce and for all.??? Indeed, there are t.,J..mgender poetry, prose, a:1d ar1V. or~. 
alre~dy cas<!s heaclin~; throt.:gh rhe cot.uts, -i.'he GIC also ha~ quire 11 discii1-~u1shed 

i in which men who were raped and infected speakers bureau., including l'-VO puUished 
in prison ar! demc<nd.ing. acco,mtability audl.Jrs. Kathy w. he.LS necn cited w. the 
from e1e penal system. The.)e cases haven't Briti.,h medical jow11aL Psy•:-hiaay Online. 
gotten much publicity, because the m1~dia and !:he has presented her [kper.:. or. gende~· 
mostly think it's too nasty to tali, abou. idemiry disorders at tne m1i:i, m,J c0:1ve~-

Th~ only solution would be to keep tion uf the American p~,ychi..itr ;_ c ,..\_ :;socia-
each prison,!r in solitary ... ar:d this w~ the . tio!1. K.eccntly, she ccnLribL.it.;d a.1 <ilic;e 
orig.in.al model of the "penit,;ndary" ~ de- for a coUtge-kvd te:- fruok :;n s1:x JH.l 
veloped in F'enmy 'van.ia in ~a.rly days . I 
guess the fo ,mding fathers were smarter 
than W•! are ... more interested i.=:1 real reha­
bilitation, le:is greedy and dt:terr,1ined to 
simply warehouse larg;e nw-nbers of piis­
oners as we are doing now. 

I could go on and on ... but best that in­
terested people do ·,:heir own research and 
talk to .3PR. Tney will find plenty of cbta 
if they '.ook 

Oh ... and SPR was one of the plaimiffs 
in the CDA c;Il$orshii: ,c~e, bec~use trieir 
site - ·with its , letters from prisoners talking 
frankly ·about th~ problem - might have 
;:>een de!mec 1fadecem:" W1der t.r_e law. 

Parrtcia Nell Warren Wildcat Press text 
(:> 1997 Patri,;ia Ne1l Warren, all rights 

, r~.ervec 

L 

ge11d:;r. 
Daurna C .. a popLic.c ,:H :e1t-· vt:, ,f Vt.!l­

ernn ) fthc national lecr.rrt cli·cuil, j·i as -1u­
thored three widely c:.tculil.ce-..i ~}1idebouks 
for o·,msitioning t..rans.-5t:xua1::. Sh; has d so 
i~een Galled on to testify five times before 
Colondo's HCJuse and Senm:: JuJ.ic .w) 
Committees against lr.ws airnec. ~t L ill.ni.ng 
same sex marriages. She has a partil. ular 
intereit in che laner, bccau~e :'.he ,s, :echni-
cally :;peaking, in a lega '. S<.LIT,c sc:x : 1ar­
riage :terself. . 
. - 1n Boulder, GIC rr,emlx:r·, pr1_1pz.,seu 

and helped draft the fo-s( t:n:1t;gt·nJc;r ari_J­
di.scru i1inarion ,Jrdinar:ce [C· b:; cn.lCLr:: d Lil 

Colurcido. Through ou.:- i-1v,) l· ,- ern1~:1r wi rh 
the '.'k1yor's Gs.y dild Le:)bi:J.I; Ad ✓ i~ ,Jl) 

P:.trOie;:-ship J\eg1siry :11JPrD\-Cd. L~ r. :v~ar 
rn1d a•1ain thi~ vear, w,; hac ~me u:: tl~•~ .arg­

• d o1~on n·o11-~ac G~r·,!-0rP -a.C' :; .' ianonal esc e i;::," .:i -- ' · - • - .... 

Ulbby :)nys in \V:1sh:~·1grn11 . DC. 
• •• I c·· nc• 1 • ~1·ec1 ot:.r fir.st In Oci.ob1::· ot .he ,, we · u,., · · 

national tra:1~ genaer cunieren:.:t, t:ie Colo­
rado Gold Rv.;j.h, wbjd1, du=! :o ,JOpular 
demand~ has :;ec.:om~ rn annual event. 
Colorado Go '.d Rush 2000 i is ~d1eduled 
for February 22-25 at the Renaissuncc Ho­
tel. Ow· keynote speabr will be the e_v:_r· 
poauJa:.- Kate Bom.stei1:, ~he s.utilo;.· of <..:en- . 
de,:. Our!aw and The C:mde.- Workbook. , 

The GTC ::; very fo111m:: tc: ir tbe level 
of ·mpport and acc~pta:ice C:-iat \Ve enJOY 
wid1 th,~ lcol :mJ regional ~;.y, le:.b?an, . 
and bi-s~xual ,:ommun:t~., l :;.1sped rhac it 
W·1s nor ah~-~" ·, so, and ',,l't! ,u·1~ pro:)ably 

(. • · ('l B sti ll a btrnf .1 ~-1yst~ry t ,) ·:.o ir.i~ tll ·:, le •1 -

co;nmunit:1. £\ ·~:, by r_,~w. 11.:):;L :;tu-r1 ,o i-j 
w1::.lerst.mu tha: ir i:-- a naL1L i :ii Luce, and '! 
we have worke:cl h,!rd ':u fo:;:::~r diar reu-
io,1shi[:. • . . r.h 

The cornrn:)n miscon:::epuon I.) that e 
issue of gender identit~1 on.ly concerns 
i:ranssexuals a:id the like. As a marrer of 
fact, the biological and cultural ~11 pera­
tives of gender affect everyo~l•~ m one de­
gree or m1other . Obvio:.:.sly, '.ur tlle tr,lllS·· 

h ~ . . · c· f' rt· 11cl·1 ., ,.e·r er eendered., t e 1! L1ect:S a1t:: , _,_ ·· - · ::; · • • 

~;onsequence, but gays ,!rnj '. t!:1bian~ are a 
close second. 

Accord ing rn a G.enderPA.C surv_ey, 
fror:i 37% to 41 % of die C:iscrir:nin:c10n 
.:igajnst gay3 and lesbiar s ::esL·J.~ed t:om 
:.heir failure to c:onfonn to trucht1omJ g•:!n­
c.er stereNyp,~~ '.ar.her thao alt/ :1cttul 
k.nowledge oftkir sexual :Jr 1!ntri tic,r1. .\ 

;ater survey pu::iisi1:!d bJ 1i1e _.~lacc1t~1!, .., 
Traisgende:- k :.vocaC)' ::o il:non ( N 1 AC) 
placed the figur~ at 76%,. HoN~_ver, except 
for those who 2.re a1lllsg-~nde:-i!C., mi per­
haps the femirusts, mos~ peopi.e are ,10~ 

aware of gender's pervasive biases or its 
insidious influence over our Lives. 

. From the moment _of b~1:h :1mi1 ,Jur 
c.eath, our lives 1re shap,~d a.r::m.nci ,: ur . 
2ender. \Ve all :ance ro ·.ts ::ti.:-_e: ti"o.n_ c1e 
~10s: macho of uen to l~ e cla:.nfe:3t ,Jf 

Jea~~y queens. But for th.e trw_isgender~_d, 
:_ t is ::: dance with the de\• ti anc a battle ior 
i:11:!ir very souls. Not:hing is so personal as 

'Continued an page 8) 
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ow- demi1:y, and gender is a b;g con,pon~nt 
in chat equation. 

For those who transg)·e~:s gender's 
boundaries, there is not much in the wav 
of legal prntections and nlrnost no :11edi-­

cal (:Jven.gc. You can still x: denit:d 
housing, tmploymrnt, aud .ic:~ess to aub­
lic fociliri•!S and services based on ·vour 
staru.,. ln .he tew local and •·egional jur s­
dicrions where thc:rc are : :l\AIS, the ~ocial 
impa-:t ha, been rarher lir:ue,1. Few c;J~es 

ever :-ead rhe courts, mci the prejudice 
• and tie dbcrimi11ation remain below th•:! 
, surfa:e and largely intact. Ii- i) still an 

evoh ing issue and an edL.cc.tional proc 
ess. The n:volucion 1as yd m begin. 

~ nlikt· other minority· rrovemenrs, the 
trans1~endt!r ccmmunity does not have 
muct of a histor:✓ or a cultu:al herirage to 
celebrate. What 1ve iid hLve was curn­
monly viewed by the rest of society as 

contraven ng rather than ~:omJlime~1tim~ 
their ~ore · values. As a resul :. the trans-,. 

gemkr community does 1:ot have a lot c, f 
appeal or 1:redibiliry except .1~ vicri!ns. 

E: vi:!n rhen. the hu1;ianirarian cor,cer:is 
:hus generated m·e orte11 '. t101~:dh- :a111ted 
'JY a Jominar.r Judec--C h1 iscian l LlliL: that 
iabcls us "an abon1irau1.,• 1.'' 

According ro Riki ,-1. 1 ne \vi : :hin:;, 

;.:}e :1derPac ' s l::xeCL!l . v~.- :· 1(rec t-:, ; .,\ t : an; 
10w uvc:·a·5ir:~ abuu, u!·,c: Tw ::::~• :llLi~ :· 

-rnrus-.Jascd lllurd,;:· :! ,11.,1Hl1 .1.:: 1 :1.w :1 1l y 

. lli.:il:V t 1fthe111 cVtr\ OIL ,i., run, : C ~L:i 

'11:'.th~· v Sheppard s :.'.c :1 t1 -,, ,., !· 1er(· ha:; 
11cr::n nu11e o!': !1c pucii,_ (; .. tr:1;:,.:: t1::.1. dl-
: .:r,dcd fvl:.Hl1ew Sh-:.~. p,'. 1·.: -, ~ .. :; '" ~:m. ve·")' 
,:CT .e mediH covera ·; 1~ . c ,·~., u d1< local 
,~,, ~[, where tl1ese n.: ic..: : :.s 11:.tv,_ uc -­
curred. In one of the ;n 1. ,1 . rc-c .:u and ugl:; 
i 1cidem~, a tnrnsscxua: .: , ~-i .: ·\ ' 'orl : Ci:: 1 

, 1a _; assaulced und rn:.t Let d1rnaL cu •. 
while son:e or" the 1)11-louk;!n iaL,i,hec:. and 
applauded. 

Little v,1,x1der urn: v-..•rll: 11 J .ey lir::it 
come to rile GIC. 1~~a;1y ~i the ., ·= ;eu .i~r 
exiles feel dun thei :· iiv e:-.; ·1a'1c p ,, v:1luc. 
eirher tD th-:ni:;elve:-; 1) r ;u ddtt:rs. "i'l:cy a:·e 
l'ttr:n ridd itd \V irh '.. il: \n , .. ind 111. 1;1 ;:ec; 
h1 'car. ~;n :n~ are t x . <1 :-,. !d ilL.::1 ti. .: vcn 
L;i::: -. uss Lhe :r problti r. wi t! a c.1 c:--,tpi.~r. li 1 

their book, '!i-unsgencier Cure, C iu11nna 
l:.: rael and Donald Tarver, ,vtD. clam (hal 
"' ~Tom 50% :0 88 'h1 h.:tvt: :;erio1.1s.y C()llsid­

e!·ed or attempted sui .-;ide. '' (_p . I :33) 
Using .i mulc:-foceted cpproc.:ch 0f 

peer suppon group ~oW:s,: .ing, :· 1dical 
alld pn>tl:s3i Jnal rdt:1TUs. ,;cu:.::Lic-1 ,a: 
n:atcn i.LI) . :.tr , i ott1cr • 1-:1 c1 1sc i.:T!C. c,i f-,ite 
c.h: ti v ,Lics. lI]: ~.J I( iw :p -; ll 11!r:1 P-., l :.l1;;ir 

si .am:red I: v ~·s back tn~c--J ,,~:· a~:1.11 ..; nJ 
g ;v(:S them b.:1ck rhei c hep.: 1rw L leir dig­
n:I)'- Uvc:1· o m :v,:c11t: 1~c..v1i :11:u:· 11s1c11;\ 

th~ lives ,.ve have- tOL:chcLi rnust :· un:b,!r in 
the thous;.md:·. \Vl1en no e> :1e els-! c.:-.i! ed or 
w 1dcrstood, we did, ,ud today. v,,e ::ire, 
\v ;thou l qu.es1 ion. th1! 11l'. !110e~r ur.t : m .. n­
medic.il transgemler :-esour.;e in rhe ,!nti.re 
in~er-mountc..in west. 

lf you wane ro l:!2rn il1l)re ,1boul :.: he 
C.)lorado C}o :d Rush I)r th1.: GlC. contact 
us m 1_.303) 202-6~i66 'Jr ·1is ir our wco sire 

at http://www.abmall1gic . C>w- E-mail ad­
dress is C [Cl)J(ol o@ :ic i.corn ( fo r TR. IP 
suo:;cr:be!·~ am.l -.:o rn~~ p1J1Hl·:rn~ :1 is .J IC­
T iC ? .:,'{ac,l.c .::, m), 2.1ic :.,11: l1.•; r:ciutc:.r is 
( 3 J3) ~d>:2 C-50 . 
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