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The Gender Identity Center of Colorado, [nc.
| Presents the First Edition of TRIP

) [By Jessie S.] For some time now, | have

i bcen corresponding with several transgen-

lldured inmates in the Colorado and the fed-

j eral corrections systems. Their stories, like

: yours, | am sure, are heart-rending. [t is

s tough enough to transition on the outside,
.but when vou are transgendered and in
prison, it must be the closest thing 1o heli on
earth.

Not only are they subjected to rape and
-assaults by their feliow inmates, but they
-receive almost no sympathy trom the prison
staff. Iu fact, the court has found in some
| cases a “deliberate indifference” on the part
iofprison ofticials to the safery anc¢ well-

i being of their transgendered inmates.

? In their defense, prison is not an environ-
, ment conducive to trust, and there are appar-
Ieatly some inmates who attempt to use their
“transgendered status to exploit the system.

i whicn, of course, spoils it for everyone when
| they are caught.

i Before we paint them all as the villains,

. consider what they have to work with. No
one gers put into prison as a sign of their
'good Character. Trust is not a given. [t has
to be carned. Understandably, any percep-
tion of special treatment is viewed with sus-

cpicion. But what their keepers fail to realize

Lis that this emounts to little more than hu-

i mane treatment for a debilitating and a

| sometimes life-threatening disorder.

! Nor do they have the resources or the

;n'aining to provide the level of treatment that

I

I

l

i is available on the outside. Prison was never
meant 0 b2 a ticket to transition, although it

i seems that Canada has, indeed, decided to
provide gender reassignment surgery tor

i their transgendered inmates. | do not see

Ilthal happening in our prison systems for the

l foreseeable ruture.

i On the other hand. when there is a legiti-

1 mate issue of personal safety and a threat to

|

l

the health and well-bzing of te itmate due
to their transgendered stacus, . think it would
be to everyone's nenefit to zrovide at least
competent counseling fo- thets gsuder dys-
phoria and perhaps seme hcrmene therapy.
With ragard to e latier. studizs have shown
that when hormories are provided. the pa-
tient often 10 longer rezds psychoropic
drugs to deal with their dzorsssion

ldeally, they should & .0 M ve serarile
facilities for their zay, ana H.oexdel
inmates as weil as the:r tznsgence ed pris-
oners. | think Cacrornia and Fawaii do
have some prov.sizas for that, i am not
certain.

With perhaps tose twe exceptions,
you are pre-operat’ve, you wili b2 iacarcer-
ated according to your birt sex anc vout
genitalia, And. if you a nose-orerative fe-
male-to-male transsexual. | can see waere
that could almost be as bad as tne cusc of a

w2slian

aU.

pre-operative male-to-t2inale being inpris-
oned in a male fac.iity.
With respect to the hoiienes. the zen-

eral rule is that a transsexuzl mus: bz
vided at least a maiaeranze level
mones. if they werz previo.sly dingroses
with a gender identsty discoder cnd wee in
hormones before they wer
However, from my =
rensgendered inmeie wno
gory, there is still censiderzole vz
providing the hormones.

Often. by their o'an zdimission, ‘few,
if any, of the counselors on stait have much
Knowiedye about gender ideatry disorzers,
and the reports are from vy scrrespondence
with the inmates. they have |'ttle interest iv
learning about it. Nor do they seem to be
inclined to bring anyone in who coes.

Despiie repeated requeses to do some on-
site peer support group counszling at the

o & 3
(2 nnmedd on page 2l

pro-
ol hor-
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rrespongence wih eneg
it that cate-
sistance [0
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Colorado Department o:’ Corrections
(DOCQ) facilities, permission has vet to
be granted.

The Cender ldentity Certer was in-
vited to do a training on gender dyspho-
ria at a weekend retreat in Scptember of
1999, and we received some very favor-
able comunents. However, it does not
appear that it has translated into any sig-
nificant changes in their rearment of
ransgendered inmates.

[t is also my understanding, that in
the Colorzdo DOC, inmates are forbid-
den to wear any female a-ticles of cloth-
ing, even if they are undergarments. As
it was expiained to me, it was a security
issue. At one time it was allowed, but
apparently someone abused the privi-
lege. [ am unclear as to what exactly
caused the breach of secuity.

Be that as it may, this sezins like
sometaing that would be ¢ pretty harm-
less concession, znd it wo 1ld e very
meaningful to the ransgeriderzd in-
mates. The ones [ have been writing to
have all said that they would te willing
to purchase these iterns at their own ex-
pense, and some have actually crafted
their own from ace bandagss and other
materiels, for which they were repri-
manded.

Because these inm.ates are <o power-
«ess, and because [ have been so limited
in what | can do, [ thought that if we
could provide them w:th some rype of
forum, like this newsletter, where they
could share their stories and learn more
about thzir rights, it might givs them
some sense of empowerment end pro-
vide sone relief to :heir sense of isola-
tion.

Since | am working alons on this, |
can’t promise anything too grandiose,
and there might be extended periods be-
tween issues. [ will do what [ can, and if
one of you has the skills and the re-
sources to take it over, you have my
blsssing.

Until then, these are the grouad
ru.es. TRIP cannct be used to subvert
the prison system’s rules and regula-
tions, which does not mean that you can-
nor use it to fu:ly anc frenkly air vour

grisvances.

As long as it is under my charge, [
also reserve the right of comp ete edito-
rial privilege as to the content of t1e arti-

cles submitted and which articies to use.
[ will try not to be too heavy-handed. but
i can tell vou right now :hat porno-
araphic material will be excluded. which
will be judged on thie basis of conzext, as
vell as content.

For anyone submitting articles, [ will
also require speciric perrnission to re-
print and even more specific instructions
concerning issues of confidentiality. la
certain circumstances, | can envision
some very dire consequences if it were
to become common knowledge among
your tellow inmates that you are trans-
gendered. If you need to preserve your
anonymity and your ransgendered
status, I need to know it.

One of my correspondents in the fed-
eral system also suggested that no arti-
cl2s should be excluded based ou the
author’s sentercing offense, and I agree.
Incidentally, she was the one who came
up: with the title TRIP, which | chose
from several others she suggested.

I should also include the disclaimer
that none of materials contained in TRIP
inecessarily reflect the views or the opin-
ions of the Gender Identity Center ot
Colorado, Inc., its orficers, board mem-
bers. or the membership in gereral. This
is & free and a purely voluntary service
tha: we are providing you, and as much
as possible, it should retlect your opin-
ions.

On the other hand, since we are pro-
viding the service, [ believe that we
should get some credit for it. And if you
appreciate what we are rying to do, we
would like to hear it. I turr:, we would

“appreciate it if you would te | others o
our good works. Much ot our funding
comes from grants, and they like to hear
from: independent sousces that their grant
recipients are being good stewards of
their nioney.

There are probably some other things
that { have forgotten, so this will be a
kind of learn-as-you-go thing.

The first issue will be aimost exclu-
sively about prison rules and regulations
on transgendered inmates and some of
the case law. Some of the latier are sev-
eral y:zar’s old, but they still provide im-
portant backgreund information for
taose who are not familiar with them.

Wien there are any new develop-
ments. let us know, either by writing an
article yourself or by providing us with

the proper -eferenc:s.
It you want 1o shars vouwr personal

stories, we can also nclude that in sub- |

s2quent issues, with m certail Imits.
Unril ame he:p. thurz.are limits to
what 1 can do and how rouch mate-ial
can be included. At any rate. try o keep
it clean. And if you wan: to share your
name and address and went 1o corrs-
spond with cther transgendered inmates
in other facilities, this could be ased for
that too. Later, | might b2 able “o scan
in some pictures.

I might aiso allow sorme oi'the prison
statt to submu:t articies, if for ne other
reason than to atremps: to ozen some Kind
of meaningful dialogue that could lead
to a batter urderstanding of each other
and pechaps some e reforms.

Right now, I only 2ave & counle of
addresses. o what [ plan (2 do is to send
10 or 20 copies to tasin, ana they can
disribute therm to others tha: they know,
and so on down the line. 4s an alterma-
tive, you can notify e of Hther namas
anc adcresses to whicl “TRIP should be
sen:.

Articles shouic be subnuited to:

AT

20O

GIC of Colorado, nc
1455 Ammonms 3t.. Suite 100 )
Lakawood, CO et §C2S =4

Aun: Jessie

However, rather than submiting
hana-written or typec ziticles, if you
have access to e-mail. 1t would be @ by
help if ycu could send the
in either plain text or in Microsoit
to GICTRIPE)eni.com

Again, I will do what 1 cento gt this
thing off “he ground. Treset is (o
you. Let your voice be hear:.

Administrative Reguiatioas
Colorado Dept. of Corrections
Regulation No. 790-14
Scope of Services for the Treatracat of
Transsexualism

1. Polizy: It is the pol:cy of the Desat-
ment ¢f Carrecticns (DCC) w0 yrovice
approgpriate trezfinent servicss Lo ofiend-
ers identified as meetin 3 the criteria Jor a
diagncesis of manssexualism.

I7. Pumpose: This Adminis racive ey la-
tion witl serve as & standard or care tor
the treatment of ranssexuals an: detine

~%

R
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the extent and the gene-al limits of
health services that wil: be provided o
this population.

I1I. Definitions:

A. Diagnostic and Statistical Manual,
Fourth Edition, Revisec 9DSMR-IVR):
This is the standard manual for diagno-
'sis.

B. Harmonal Feplaceraent Treat-
ment: This is a medical treatment in
wkich male or ferals hormones cre pre-
scrined as a result of his’her inability :o
produce an adequate amount of these
hormones internally. Scme transsexuais
who have been surgically reassigned (e.
g., males who have had their testes re-
moved) may require this treatment to
reduce discomfort or medically signifi-
cant side-effects, (e.g., hat flashes, that
result from a ‘ack of sex honnones in the
body). However, this is a0t a reatment
for transsexualism, and is no: intended to
produce or ¢nhance sexual reassignmen:.

C. Sex Reassigrment Taerapy: This
is a reatment for transsexualism in
which hormonal medications or surgical
procedures are utilized to alter a per-
son’s physical appearance so the he/she
appears more like the opposite gender.

D. Sex Offender: Any o-fender rated
S3. S4, or S5 on the Sexual Violence
Needs Assessment Scale who is recom-
mended for participation in the Sex Of-
tender Treatment and Monitoring Pro-
gram.

E. Transsexualisin: A psychiatric
disorder in which a person is not satis-
fied and is sometimes seriously dys-
phoric with regard to their anatomical
gender. In general, this condition is a
stable, non-violent condition aad not due
to psychosis, but it may accompany
other disorcers. Note: The current
CSM-IV diagnostic label for this disor-
der is Gender Idertity Disorder. Be-
cause transsexualism is a comrionly un-
derstood term in the DCC, we will con-
tinue to use this label in this Administra-
tive Regulation,

[V. Procedures:

A. The state of art concerning the
Teatment of transsexuals centrzindicates
the initiation of sexual reassigniment
treatment in 2 correctional environment.
Self-inflicted genital mutilation or other
forms of self-murilation are conrraindi-
cations for sex reassignment treatment.
B. Transsexual management and

Treatment Committee: This committee
will be established and maintained by
the Clinical Services.

l. Composition: The Transsexual
Management and Treatment Committes
will be composed of the DOC Chizf
Medical Officer, Chief Psychiatrist, and
Chief of'Mental Health (or designees).

[n addition, a medical specialist in the
reatment of trassexualism
{endocrinology or psychiatry) trom the
community may be retained as a consult-
ant in specific cases. 1f the otfender is
identified as a sex offender, the Director
ot Sex Oftender Treatment and Monitor-
ing Program will participate as a mem-
ber of the Transsexual Management and
Treatment Committee.

2. Function: The diagnosis of
transsexaualism will be based on the
DSM-1V criteria, and must be assigned
and/or approved by this committee. This
Commirtee will conduct an evaluation of
each offender considered and deveiop
a special treatment plan for each of-
fender so diagnosed. The treatment plan
will be based on a review of any previ-
ous diagnosis and treatment, the of-
‘ender’s cwrent treatment potential, and
the etfects of any change in treatment.
This treatment plan will address medi-
cal, mental health and personal adjust-
ment needs, but may not direct the initia-
tion or furtherance of sexual reassign-
ment treatment.

C. Sexual Reassignment Treatment:
No surgical procedures for the purpose
of sexual reassignment will be provided
to any offenders incarcerated in the
DOC. Treatment and hormonal medica-
tious for the purpose of sexual reassign-
ment will not be initiated while the of-
fender is incarcerated.

L. An offender, who is receiving
hormonal medications as a part ot an
established sexual reassigninent treat-
ment regimen under the supervision of a
medical doctor at the time ¢t incarcera-
tion, may be continued on hormonal
medications. This means that oftenders,
who have already begun sexual reassign-
ment reatment, may ne maintained in
such treatment, but the sexual reassign-
nent process will not be turthersd dur-
ing their incarceration.

2. The offender must agree 1o
sign a voluntary Release of Information
form allowing the CDOC Mentai Health

Staff access zo mec:cal hezlth -ecords
regarding &l prior eatrment related to
rranssexualism. :

L. Other Treatment vlodaities:

I. Offendsrs wio cave seza diag-
rosed as transsexuz:s by the Tanssexual
Managemert and Traatment Commitiee
will have access 1o psychiairic and men-
tal health se-vices avalasle tuough the
DOC. Thess treatrrent services are fo-
clised on enabling offencers with identi-
fiable mental heaizh arobleras o betrer
adjust to institutions. Lviig anz o im-
prove their ievel of nente: heaith func-
tioning.

2. Specia: services will ce pro-
vided in which citarders ciagnosec as
transsexuals may participate ia individ-
uel or group therapy aimed at assisting
them in exploring and managing their
issues related to sexual identity. These
secvices will oe crovided >y the mental
health staff who are ceased to provide
mental health services to cdults. or who
work undsr the supervision of a 'icensed
mental health profess:onal.

3. Offenders wili a.so be recom-
mended for offense szecfic treatmant
prograins, suct as Sex Oft:nder Traat-
ment and Moritoring 2rog-am. when
they mest program criera As adpropri-
ate. sexual identity issuss wil! be ad-
dressed in the context ot thzir sex of-
fense behavior,

4. Clinical Services will provide
meilical evaluation services enc access
to physical health cars, Hormonal re-
placement treazment w'll be provided
when medically indicatzd. However,
hormonai replacement rearments will
not ¢ for the purpose ¢f se:ztal r2as-
signment.

E. Facility Placement:

I. In the even: that an offerder is
committed @0 the DOC, whe has com-
pieted a surgical sexua: reassignment
treatment program, tha: ocfendsr wil! oe
placed in a comrzctionas facilitv eppropri-
ate for his/her reassigned vender

2. [n genzral, offanders will be
placed in faciities in accordiuee with
tkeir gender as determinsc b their ex-
terna‘ geritalia.

V. Responsibilizy:

A. It i5 the responsiz . lity of the Chief
ot Mental Health: and the Clinical Sar-
vices Operations Director to ¢nforce and

(Continuea on cage 4)
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(Corvinued from page 3)
mainiain this Adminisuative Regulation.

B. It is the responsibility of the Chief’
of mentzl health t assure taat all psy-
chiatrists, physicians, and raentai health
statf are aware and are <nowledgeable
about this Standard of Care,

C. It is the responsibilitv of all con-
tract and full-time equivalent psychia-
trists, and all mental healta staff 10 use
this Standard of Care as a guide to prac-
tice!

VI Authority: CR3S 17-1-103.

US BUREAU OF PRISONS
PS6000.05 HEALTH SERVICES
MANUAL
Septeinber 13, (996
CHAFTER VI: PATIENT CARE
Section 11. Transsexuals (page |7)

Itis the policy of the Bureau to
maintain a transsexual icmare at the
level of change 2xisting 1poa admission.
Should thz CD determine that either pro-
gressive cr regressive treatment changes
are indicated, thz Medic:l D rector must
approve these prior to implementation.
The use o7 hormones to rnairtain secon-
dary sexual characteristics may be con-
tinued at approximetely the same levels
as prior 1o incarceration (with appropri-
are documentation trom ¢ oinmunity phy-
sicians/hospitals) ard with the Medical
Direc:or's approval.

Federal Prisoner 'Win Right
to Medical Treatnment

[ Washiagron, D.Z.: 2 Mar 98] U.S.
DISTRICT Court (L.C.) has ruled that
ranssexuals are entitled to teatment fc.
their "disorder" whils incercerated in
federal prison. This treatment can in-
clude hormone thsrady and psychologi-
cal counseling.

The case arose when pre-cp transsex-
ual woman Dee Farmer, iriprisoned in
Bumer, NC, allegzd medical nistreat-
ment by the Board of Prisons' Medical
Direcmr, Dr. Mor'gitsu, sayiag Morig-
itsu had failsd to epprove wrearment for
her. '

The Court's ru.ing requires that
Farmer receive treatment. e wever, it
€ uncecided what level of treamment

Farmer is entitled ro: and wheter re-

quiring ranssexuals to show a histor of
prior reatment before receiving hor-
mone therapy violates thew rights of
Equal Protection. as other federal prison-
ers do not have to prove prior rearmert
ot a condition to receive medical care.

Judge says prisons must protect
trans' medical histories

[From Frontiers Magazine! Trans-
sexuals have a constitutional right to
xeep their medicel history private in
prison, when divulging that information
could threaten their safery, a federal an-
peals court said April 2.

The 2nd U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals made the finding in the cuse of 2
Jeceased transsexual, Dana Kinberly
Devilla, who tiled a lawsuit in Burfale
alleging violations to her right o privacy
and to be free frora cruei anc unusual
punishment. In sending the case back o
the lower court for further proczedings,
the appeals court noted that transsexuals
might want to live without anyone
knowing they had undergone a gender
change.

"Transsexualism is ths unusaal con-
aition that is likely to provoks both an
intense aesire Lo preserve one's mecical
confidentiality, as well as hostility anc
intolerance from others," the three-judge
panel wrote. "The excruciatingly private
and intimate nature of traassexualism,
for persons who wish to preserye pri-
vacy in the matter, is really beyond de-
bate."

A lawsuit was filed by the es:ate of
Dzvilla, who died in 1983, after a4 cor-
rections officer at the Alb.on Coirec-
tional Facility told other staff members
and inmates that she was an HIV-
positive ranssexual. The cstate named
two corrections officers and their super-
visor as detendants.

The appeals court upheld a dismisszi
of Devilia's right to privacy claim for
technical reasons but reins:ated her cruei
and vnusual punishment ciaim. It said
thet prisoners have a right 2o privacy thar
can cnly be infringed upon by jai. au-
thorities if there is a valid ques:ion of’
sarsty.

"The gratuitous disclosure of un in-
mace s conficential medicai information
as humor or gossip--the apparent «ir-
cumsiance of the disclosure in this case--

s not reasonably rzlated 1o a izgiiunate
penclogice. interest, aad :t tiee fors vio-
‘ates the nmate's censtiutione | rmght
privecy.” the cour: said.

Judge: Inmate wasn't prorected
Ohio appeals decision to try
prison workers

[By Ben L. Kau:irar, The Ciacinnati
£nquirer] Chio has appealec a feceral
judge's decision to wta jury desids
whether a murderous attack viclated a
prisoner's rights at Werren Coivectional
[nstitution.

Assistaat Attcrney Geaerzl Todd
Marti said Thursday that the case should
have been dismissed because priscn em-
p:oyess are protectad by @@ inunuaity
generally availabie o sunlic 2 icials for
on-the-job dzeisions

U.S. Dismict Judgs sendra S.
Bs=ckwith rejected that arzument Jan. 25
and said two guards aad a civilian hous-
ing managar must go to tialk

She saic there was <iough evidence
ter jurors to conclude the: there was de-
liberate indiffereuce o th: arisoners
Eighth Amerdment “ight « be tres of
cruel and unusuai purishraent.

That put the Feb. 21 trial on hold,
and it could te a year before the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the 4th Circuit de-
cicies whether any ot :he ceferdants
must g before a jury

The suit was broaght by @ ranss2X-
uai former inraate identifed ac ime Doe
because he wis unce-3cinz horron:
therapy to assume scme fercale physical
charactzristics.

Doe ‘vas in protwective custody 0
orevent assaults by inimazes orovoked by
his feminine appearance.

Hiawatha Frezze | was a raaximum
security prisorier with a history of vio-
lence in prisor. Unit housing manager
Richard Kemz assignzd vi: Frezzel to
the samz protect:va un't as Doe rather
than a more restrictive area.

On July 12, 199¢, Mr. Frezz:ll en-
wered Doz's cell and beat him. Arzonyg
rho-e who new about this assault and
relaed czarth threats wis Correctons
Officer Gayvie Bowles.

He: boss, s2ift coramaacar Ronald
Stra:ton, did not segregate /0 Frezaell

Continszd cn page 5)




Pag: 5

TRIP

S

2000 Winter Edition

(Cont:raied from page 4)
after the initial zssault.

Later shat day, Officer Bowles al-
lowed Mr. Frezzell to enter Doe's cell
again and he beat Cioe with a mop.

When the handls broke, Mr. Frezzell
stabted his victim with the shauerzd
shart.

Mr. Frezzell was charged with at-
tempted murder but pleacled zuilty to
aggravated assault and received an addi-
tional sentence.

Doe — released in 1997 -— moved
out of state but suec in federzl court in
Cincinnat:. Defendznts incladed Officer
Bowles, Capt. Stratton and Mr. Kemp.
They deni=d any wrongdoir.g.

Federel cours ave maiing it tougner
for inmates to prove that nrison hard-
ships are the cruel and unusual punish-
ment barred by the Righth 4Araendment.

To survive the immunity Jefense
raised by Mr. Marti. Doe and attorneys
Alphonse A. Gerhardstein and Jenniter
Branch had to overcome (wo legal barri-
ers:

Not every injury suffered by a pris-
oner violares the Eighth Amendment,
Judge Beckwith’said. “For‘a ¢laim —
like the one here — based on a failure to
prevent harm, the inmate must show that
he is incarcerated under conditions pos-
ing a substantial risk of serious harm.”

Prison incompetence cr negligence
isn't sufficient o create a coastitutional
violat:on.

There raust be evidance ot
“deliberate indiffzrence” t5 a “knovn
substantial risk of serious 1arra” to pris-
oner health or safety.

Turning to the defendants, Judge
Beckwith said the evidenc: “clearly
cemonstratas” thet Ctficer Bo vles knew
Mr. Frezze | had assaulted Do be fore
the artack vrith the mop handle.

There also was evidence tkat Officer
Bowles knew Mr. Frezzell threatened to
kill Doe and jurors could corclude taat
Officer Bowles “knew of a substantial

risk that Mr. Frezzell would attack” Doc.

Judge Beckwith said Doe also might
prove Mr. Kemp, who handled housing
assigniments in the protective cnit, and

. Capt. Stratton knew about “he

“substzntial risk” of another arack anc
didn't move Mr. Frezzell tc a more se-
cure cell.

That was the constituticnally faral

tlaw in the prison protective system, Ms.
Hranch said.

“They housed the predators and the
prey in the same unit.”

Transsexual con wants out
of men's prison

[OTTAWA SUN. August 17, 1999,
By CP] TCRONTO -- Synthia
Kavanagh says she's a woman trapped :r.
a man's bocly and wants out of a maxi-
mum-security prison for rnen.

Kavanagh, a transsexual ssrving a
life sentence for the 1987 hamumer slay-
ing of a transsexual prostitute in To-
-onto, has filed a complaint with the Ca-
aadian Human Rights Commission al-
‘eging discrimination.

The inmate, formerly <nown as
Ricnard Kavanagh, wants to be moved
into a women's prison, arguing her
sufery is in jeopardy due (5 her femiaing
appearance. Corrections officials argue
inmates in prisons for woiaen must have
female genitalia.

Canadian prisons tv allow sex
changes
‘Transsexual prisoners :n Canada wil:

soon be allowed to undergo sex-
reassignment surgery, the Calgary Sun
reports. The policy change is an effort to
settle a human-rights complaint trom a
transsexual convicted killer. As of No-
vember 1997 there were |4 maassexual
nunates in Canadiarn correctional institu-
tions.

Prisons inspector calls for
sex change ops

[By Sophie Goodchild, Home Affairs
Correspondent] The Chief 'nspecior of
Prisons last night said that inmates
should be allowed free sex change
aperations while in jail.

In an exclusive interview with the
Independent on Sunday, Sir David
Ramsbotham said that transsexual pris-
oners risk serious health problems be-
cause they heve beer dznied treatment
anc saould be given the sanie access
surgery as members of the pubiic.

There are no official figures for ths
number of transsexuals in juil, but it is

krowr: that six prisorers are wa:ting for
operations. The prison service views the
matter seriousiy anc s crawing 1p
guidel;nes to: puolication in the sun-
mer.

i
|
.'
-
|

Murderer to et sex swap
on the NHS

[Bv lan Burreil, Home affas Corre-
spondent] The Prisor: Service nas given
the: go-ahead for six prisoters, iicluding |
a raurderer, & kidnappzr and an armed l
robber. to unzergo sex chznges <n the '
Netional Health Service. The decision
follows a legzl challenge by one of the
prisoners, wko has bezn fizhting an
eight-year battle to changs tis gender.

John Pilley, a idrapper serving a
lifz sentence, will becorme the first pris-
oner to undergo "gencer reassignment
surgery” when he has an orzhidectomy
in _eicaster next mor-h

Pillzy, who is knewn as 'Jene =
Anne", has had jnore than seven years of'#
hormore-replacement treatmert 'vhile in ¥
jaii but took legal action aitar prison 3-*
chisfs appearsd to be bicclung his de-
maads ‘or genital surgary. He argued
tha: having given him Teatmient enabling:
him to develop breasts. it vas untair for s
the Prison Service to leave him in the s
limbo of being part-man ard part- sl
woinan.

The Independent has learned that
Treasury solicitors, reoresenting the
Prison Service. have teen iastructed not
to continue contesting :hz cese. Lnstead,
Michael Longfield. the service's head of
hea'thcere, has told officials at Gertree
Prison, near Macket Herborough, n !
Leicestershire, that Pillzy car have his
ope ratiolt,

The orchicectomy, which costs
around £11,0€0. is due te wke place next
morith at Leicesver Royal = firmary. Fol-
Jow:ng the operation, Piliey i3 likely 0
be transterred to Holloway women's
prison in north London.

The-decision will create a precedent
for at least five other prisonsrs sezking
sex-change operatiors and pursuizg le-
gal cases agairst the Prison Senvics, in-
clucing Philip “apiin, Metthew izh-
ardsan, Lougles Wakefield ind Cavid
Cross.

(Cennnved on page 6)
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The barrister and to-me- Liberal Dz-
mocrat MP Alex Carlile, wiho cam-
paigned or transsexual rigk.ts in parlia-
mert, said the decsion was an
"important step towards giving trans-
sexuals proper civil liberties".

‘The Prisor Service said yesterday
that it was under an obligetion to give
prisoners the same access to medical
care as other mambers cf the public. It is
now drawing up new guidzlines for
prison gevernors on aow they shouid
deal with ranssexual inmates.

A spckesweman said: "~ he general
approach is thar the prisoner should wait
for rslease. Its 10t really a suitable envi-
ronment o take such an irrevocatle dz-
cisicn. The problerns arise vith prisori-
ers servirg a long senter.ce."

Filley, 46, who was sentenced to lifs
in jail for the kidnapping; ot a taxi-driver,
Linda Charlesworta, in (93, is allowad
10 wear women's ciothing waile hz is
locked in his cell.

Fe has drawn up a charter in whica
he promises not to put on kis female at-
tire ia froat of other inmates. It reads:
"With the exception of underwear, [ will
keep the articles in my room at all times
(apart from laundry). I will rot dress in
female clothing except between lock-up
at night and unlock in the moming."

Pilley is a member or Gartree's thera-
peuti: corumunity, whick includes other
prisoaers seekinz sex chznges, such as
Philip Taplin and convictec. k:iller Mat-
thew Richardsor, 42. Other transsexual

- orisoners are scatterec around the jail
systemn, otten with little in the way of |
specladist support.

Douglas Wakefield makes life in
Chamiings Wood Prison, in Devon,
more bearable by decorating his cell
with lace curtains and flowers. The dou-
ble murderer has bezn dizgncsed by a
psychiatrist as havir.g "gender identity
disorizntation". In letters from prison he
has said: "Malenzss has always been
nothing less than an abho-rence to me -
something to be threatened and intimi-
dated by. I havs grown to detast the
body : live in." . :

Wakefizld, wao s allcwad to wear
women's ear-rings and has chosen to se
called "Dee", was ja:led for li‘e at Leeds
Crowr: Court in. 1974 for murdering an
uncie '¥ho .ad zaunted him zbout his

sexuality. Four years later he strangled
fellow prisoner Brian Peake with a shoe-
lace, then stabbed and beat him to deata
in the psychiatric wing of Parknurst jail
on the Isle of Wight in Hamositre. He
spent a record 1,200 days ic solitery
coafinement after twice tak.ng prison
otticers hostage and trying to kill one ot
them.

Now a model prisoner, he says that
2¢ could happily .ive the res: o7 his liti
oehind bars, provided he was given a sex
:hange and moved 0 a women's prison.

At Parkhurst, David Cross - now
<nown as Kelly Denise Richards - is tuk-
ng Androcur, the hormcne drug cvpre-
rerone acatate, which recuces levels of
restosterone.

Although transsexua. prisoriers suck
s Cross are territied of stopping such
reatment and reverting (o men. they are
aware that the prolonged use o1 such
drugs carries a risx of liver tailure.
Cross, an armed rotber serving 17 yeass,
‘s anxious.y awaiting his orcaidectomy.

Dr Russell Reid, a consultai:t psy-
ch.atrist who has advised Cross and
other transsexual inmates, sa.d tha:
prison life made it very difficul: for in-
mates to satisfy the necessary criteria
before they could be given such a life-
changing operation.

He saic: "They must adjust success-
tully and live and work L their ‘emale
role for two years defore they can be
considered for surgery. It is very dirfi-
cali, though not impossible for taem to
fulril that.”

But Susan Marshall o7 Przss for
Chenge, a campaigning crganization
which is sezking equal rights for peopic
who have gender ideatity disoreer, said
tha: prisoners were eatitled to medical
help to change their sex.

“They are supposed tc los: their lib-
2ty but they should not be further pun-
ished by removal of treamrnent for a rec-
ognized medical condition frem which
they are sutfering," she said.

Prison Rape:

Anybody who wangs data or. prison
rape can find Stop Prisoner Fepe s site at
htvp-//www.igc.apc.org/spr/. They can b
in touch with the organiza.ion, who will
te happy to supply figures, I'n: sure.

This is not & probleic whose existence is
arguebie, although pnsoa authonties
have done their best to covar itup. |
arew up in & prison fowr. (Montaca state
penitentiary, which was cnz or the worst
in the counzry) so | have saarp fee:ings
about this. The preblem zrotatly xisted
always, sut it seems to have sp:ked fom
the time wten our prisocs got Lugzly
overcrowded. and = exiss in juvenile
fztencion as well as acul: prisons.

As far as [ know there ars ro "safe”
prisons -- the problem is pret?y general,
and tends to focus o1 young prisoners,
who are regarded as "new meat." Some
prisons are snown to b worse (more
violert) than others. Opealy gay prison-
ers, cross dressers, erc. are often kept in
a special "gzy tank"' because or the tar-
geted sexual violenc: dirscted at them.

The vasrt majority of prison rapes are
committed by straight men. Sex is as
much a power thing as a2 means of sexual
gratification, and the diffzren: ethnic
groups, espesially. cre inio rapmg cach
other #0 show their pawer znc mautain
contrcl. The Aryan Erosherhood love to
rape men of color 1o shov their superior-
itv, and on down the lins. The film
"American Me" sndeavored to portray
this problem as part of its story about a
Mexican Mafia chie:..which was the
main reason why the "Eme" gor mad at
Edward Olmos and tcoi cut a contract
on him. The "Eme" copsidered that their
manhood had been “:issed” by tae dlm's
open portraye!l of prison sexual vie-
lence.

The existence of this problem really
ought to maks Amer.cans think about
wiiat this counwry dces 1o 1§ mee o
make thern 57 power-mad crazy and
violent in this wav, ard wiy we 3¢ on
pretending that it dogsnt exist. -ere is
fertile ground for the 2K, ©only they
would get more honest!! Consarvatives
go on talking about prisens as "counay
clubs with TV and dcational ooportu-
nities" and most of them simply refuse
to admit what hellholes our prisons
really are. [ always just abour vomit
wten [ see TV evangzlists posiuring
abour their wondertu! "pricor raiaistries”
anc. never taiking aperiy azour tLe rape
problem.

Prison rage is alsc a mcjor Zacter in
the spread of AIDS. 4 straight man who

(Continued cn page 7)
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is raped and sero-converts in prison will
then leave and take the infection home to
his wife, girlfriends, possioly his children,
etc. This fact ought 1o be vbvious o any-
body who thinks about it. Probably more
seX goes on priscn than in the gay commu-
niry, and grobably way more HIV is
spread in prison thar in the gay commu-
nity. But cf course few people want to b.:
honest about this... most want to go on
blam:ng the gay communicy and *‘bare-
backing” for the rate in HIV ir fection.
Prison authorities are belatedly beginning
to Ty to isolate HIV--s and to tsst prison-
ers, bat my impression is thar the problem
is realy out of hand.

The question of mandatory HIV re-
DOrrg is coming up more and more, anc
more states are passing laws requiring the
aealth: status of citizens to be reported.
More states are criminaliziag s2x by indi-
vidua s who know/ they are positive. But
‘what :s the moral andl legal responsitility
of the states and tzderal government for
the huge HIV infection rate going on right
in their own pena. institutions? Aren the
state and federal government willing ac-
complices in "atempted murder" for refus-
ing to put a stop to this problem immadi-
ately, once and for ali??? Indeed, there are
already caszs heading through the courts,
in which man who were raped and infected
in prison ar: demending accountability
from tae penal systemt. These cases haven't
gotten much publicity, because the media
mostly thini it's too nasty to talik about.

Thz only solution would be to keep
each piisoner in solitary...ard this was the
originzl model of the "penitendary"” as de-
vzloped in Pennsyivania in earlv days. I
guess the founding fathers were smarter
than we are...more interested in real reha-
bilitation, less greedy and deterrained to
simply warehouse large numbers of pris-
oners as we are doing now.

[could go on and on...but best that in-
terested people do their own research and
talk 1o 3PR. They will find pleaty of data
if they look.

Oh...and SPR was one or'the plaintiffs
in the CDA censorship case, because their
site -- with its letters from prisoners talking
&'ankly about the problem - might have
2een dezmec "indecent” uncar the law.

Parricia Nell Warren Wildcat Press text
1997 Patrizia Ne:l Warren, all rights
[eservec.

The Gender Identity Center of
Colorado, [nc.
VA rising siar (¢ (12 wzst
By Jessie Shater

The Geader Identity C:ntes o Colo-
rado, ne. (GIC) is an ali-v slintses S01(2)
() non-profit orgarization that provides
supoort, education, outreach, ana advocacy
to tne ransgender commuriity, thelr fami-
lizs and friends. Estabiisne.! in October 0
1978, the GIC is one of the olazst anc
most active ransgendszr orgarizat ons in
the naton, end we are one >t the r2w to
have its own dedicaced fac:lity, witich is
lccated at 1455 Aminons Sueet it Lake-
woed, Colorado.

'n addidon to four peer suppor: group
meciings every wees, we i1ost & reonialy
spiruality discussion grouo, ied by the
Ry Jeremy McLecd of i Eculeer
MCZ, and a ransmen mee:ing, wilch is

se.cilitated by Matt k. | ?p' ) reuaent, we
als0 offer a Home Vis: O£ TAm
to the elderly and the ¢ 1>kxx;ln:d I Cur come
Imdrity.

Zvery quirter we publista nev sletter,
Tie JIC Jowrnal, and four jears a0, we
published our own book. 7i ans-Scriprions
(990, which is an anthology of ori jinal
transgender poewry, prose, and amv ork.

The GIC also has quite 1 disiin suished
speaxers bureau, including two pul:lished
authors. Kadiy W. has oeen cited w the
British medical jownal, Psy-hiaay Online.
and che has presented her pepers or. gender
identity disorders at tne naiional conven-
tion of the Aunerican Psychiioric Associa-
tion. Recently, she centrivutzd an aticie
for a college-level textbook on sex nd
geuder,

Dainna C., a popular Gt en-vear vet-
eran Hf the national lecture clcuit, 1as au-
thored three widely creulaze:d yuidebooks
for wunsitioning uanssexuai:. She has zlso
heen called on to testify five tines before
Cotorado’s House and Senatz Judic.ary
Comurnittess against lews aigiec at L anning
sane sex marriages. She has a particular
interest in the latter, because :he s, echii-
cally speaking, in a lega: sume sex : ar-
riage qerself.

[n Bouider, GIC membcr 5 pr. posed
and helped drait the first wensgender and-
discrirninarion ordinance tc b enacted i
Colorado. Through our ravolvement with
the Muyor’s Gay and Lesbiar Advisory

Lseach
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Committee (MGLAC). we have been
working or a similar [lmpu,u ‘cr Denver,
which will a.so include a privaie cause for
action. As pait of thes sane coclition, we
also helped to get Denver’s Comiinted
P:rmership R \»uxyr/ approved. Last vear
and again this vear, wi hac one o' the ‘arg-
est delegenions at GerderPAL s “arional
Lobby Days in Washngren DC.

In Ociober of 199¢, we 10sec our first
national ansgencer conference, tae Colo-
rado Gold Rush, which, dus w0 popular
demand, has zecome 20 annual event.
Colorado Go'd Rush 20001 is scheduled
for February 22-23 at the Renaissance Ho-
tei. Our keynate speakzr will be the ever-
pooular Kate Bornsiein, the author of Gen-
deir Qutlenw and The Cznde- Workbook.

The GIC s very formunzte ir the level
of support and acceptaice that we enjoy
with the local and regional 32y, le:bian,
and bi-sexual community. [ suspect that it
was not always so, and we ars prodatly
stiil a bir of 2 -ystary to soire in e GLB
comrmunity. 5.5, by new, (oSt seetn L0
understanc tha: ir is a nacars { allbacce, and )
we have worked hard o fos:er that refa- |
zoushig. k

The cominon miscenzepion is that the
issue of gender iclentity only concarmns
ranssexuals and the like. As a mater of
fact, the biological and cultural impera-
tives of gender affect everyons in one de-
gree or another. Obviously, “or the rans-
gendered, the effects are of inuch greazer
consequence, but gays nd \csbiens are a
close second.

According 10 a GenderPAC survey,
fror 37% to 41% of the discriraination l
Aguinst gays anci lesbiars resulted Som
‘heir failure to conform to treditionzl gen-
cer stereotypes rather thap any actual
knowledge of their sexual ar-eatation. A
jater survey puzlished by e Maticnal
Trausgender Acvocacy Coalion (NTAC)
placed the figu-z at 76%. Howaver, except
for those who ere ransgzade-ec, and per-
haps the feminists, most peopie are aot
aware of gender’s pervasive biases or its
insidious influence over our lives.

From the moment of birth until our
ceath, our lives are shaped arounad cur
gencer. We all zance to s tuce, from tae
mos: macho of raen to t-e damtest of
seauty queens. But for the rensgendered,

't is = dance with the devil anc a batzle for
their very souis. Nothing is so personal as
‘Continued on page 8)
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our identity, and gender is a b:g coniponznt
in that equation.

For those who transgress gender’s
boundaries, thers is not much in the way
of legal protections and almoest no medi-
cal coverege. You car still s¢ denied
housing, employment, and access 10 oub-
lic facilities and services based on vour
starus. In he tew local and regional jurs-
dictions where there are ‘aws, the social
impact has been rather lirnuea. Few caces
ever “eact the courts, and the prejudice
and tae discrimination remain below the
surtace and largely intact. It is still an
evolving issue and an educztional proc
ess. The revolution nas yet 1o begin.

Cnlike other minority rrovements, the
transgender community doss not have
muct of a history or a cultual heritage to
celebrate. What we did hive was com-
monly viewed by the rest of sociery as
contraven ng rather than comolimeating
their core values. As a resuls. the wans-
gender community does rot have a lot of
appeel or credibility except as victims.

Zven then. the humanitarian coriceras
thus generated are oiten morally @inted
my a dominant Judec-Chiistian thic that

labels us “an abonuratc:.”
According to Riki Arne Wi
GenderPac’s Executive Directs
Ww averaging abou: one Tanse
-tatus-vased murder 2
Deny ef them every Dt horr
Vithew Sheppard 's deut
heen none of the putlic ¢ .trage

randed Mathew Sheppara 5 2.se ane
¢ et ihe local
fitve oC-

21 and ugly
Yorl Cigy
throat cu..

ers faughed and

e media coveraue. ey
level, where these :ncids: s
curred. In one of the mon
icidents, a transsexual
vas assaulied and 1ad he
while some of the on-loot
applauded.

Little wonder tha: waoc
come to the GIC, many o
exiies teel that their itves
either to themselves or 0
often riddied with chanic
by ear.
dise

rec

\,
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their book, Transgender Care, Giannna
|srael and Donald Tarver, MD. clam that
~om 30% 0 88% have serious.y consid-
ered or attempted suicide.” (p. 133)
Using 1 muln-faceted approuch of
peer Suppon group counsc.ing, Miedical
and professional reterals, scucancnal
matenals. ard other 1-nouse cnc cif-site
activities. th: GIC heips thera put ther
shatered lives back togetber agan end
gives them back their hop2 ana Dietr dig-
Hstory,

Wwe dre

very iy, Qver our tweity-ra year
the lives we have touched ruust rwnber in
the thousands, When ne onz eise cared or
understood, we did, and today. we are,
without question. the nunioer ore non-
madical uan,oendcr =asource in the 2ntire
inier-mountegin west.

If vou want to l2arn more about the
Colorado Goid Rush or the GLC. contact
us at (303) 202-6466 or visit our web site
at hitp://www.abmall/gic. Our E-mail ad-
dress is GICofColo@aci.com (for TRIP
sU J)LI’ pers and umcfpund:m 1is J1C-
TRiPgraol.co m;, anc our Ly number is

(i .)3)" (02-20:

sender
vilue,
They are
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GIC MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Regular memberships include voting privileges, a newslet-
ter subscriotion, reduced meeting fees, reduced newsletter
ad rates, acd torary poivileges.

Newslecier Only---825.00 (Does not incluce membershin

Previeges.;

Spring W.
Susun C.

six Mopth-—830.0C
Que Cear---$48.00
One Year “ustaining

itembershiz—3$90.50

O

Rates®

Ylembers
1/8th rage $10.00
[/4th >age $15.00
1/2 page 525.00
¢ Full page (7 1/2” X 107) 545.00

* ! . 2as . p. .
NQTE. Multiple issue discounts are available: Contact
Editors.

Non-imembers
$15.00
$25.00
$45.00
$85.00

Iwu Year—-396.00
of Fienus—-$ 10 00 pcr month min'lrum plad-)c n

ahers h_Q— -5125.00 (In adcition 1 rege ar

e berin priviieges, it also includes 1S puge ad tor cne
vesr in Y Srends of the GIC™ newsletter columis)

Nondiscrimination Policy

N cite will oe denzed membership or aceess to our serviees

cue t: race. religion, sexual orientation, gender identity,

disabliny, ¢

- fiaancial hardship,
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