


I What We Do: We're a group of Transgender and Transsexual 
(TGffS) activists and our friends who got together in the Fall of 1998 to 
expose and end the police in\scond~ct and violence that our community 
experiences. 
Why We Do It: TG(f'S people are regularly subjected to verbal, 
physical, and sexual abuse; we are often assumed to be sex workers 
when we are not; and for those. of tis who are sex workers, we are more 
likely to be brutalized, assaulted; blackmailed, or arrested by the SFPD. 
In the name of maintaining "public safety," the SFPD enforces gender 
"norms" and sexual "morality." We demand the right to live our lives in 
the gender of our choice without interference from agents of the state. 
How We Do It: We know that ending these abuses will require the work 
of TGffS people of all colors, cultures, and backgrounds. Our tools for 
struggle are public education, community dialogue, fierce humor, and 
militant direct action. We' kno,:,. that our commitment to making 
common cause with all communities facing harassment hy the state is the 
key to winning dignity, respect, and lives free from police violence for 
all oppressed people. • • 

How do l contactT~Ni>~aioN? 
Yeti ::an re,)ch us care of CUAV at: 

(415) 777-SS00 or checkout our website at 
www.,~i RANSACTIONSF.ORG 

Coming soon: "KNO\V YOUR RTC~• TS" pamphlets ;rnd 
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The SFPD Abuses T;fap_nies Everyday! 
The stories in this pamphlet ar~ norisolated incidents. They 
represent patterns and practi~yes,:_of a,~j1$e, that are part of our 
daily experiences with cops and sh~r!frs.:· Fear of retaliation and 
prior bad experiences with· sociats~r!_ice and non-profit 
agencies means that TG/f S folks,··oftenµo not report hate crimes. 
But the stories and statistics gather~d by Community United 
Against Violence (CUA V) are-no~¢theless shocking: 

• 38 of the 563 incidents of violenc~-~gairlst LGBT people reported in 
1997 were perpetrated by law enforcement personnel. 15 of these 
incidents were reported by TGffS f(?lk. 

• Those 15 incidents account for almost h~lf of all incidents reported 
by the TGffS community. 

• Nation-wide reports show an inc_rease in the number of cases where 
• the offenders are law enforcemenf'officers.· 

Usually only the most flagrant ex~mples of abuse (illegal strip 
searches, physical abuse, and egregio,us verbal harassment) are 
reported. Everyday police miscori'cluct i's so common for some of 
us that it's a fact of life. • 

In the Tenderloin and Mission, J\1.TFs are routinely stopped 
without cause and casually accused of prostitution. If a group of 
women is smoking outside a bar, t.hey are often "moved along" by 
police who have orders to "clean up th·f· streets." In SF, our 
community is supposed to be prote~ted from these types of abuses 
by both City and Police Code·$, bti(c;dps cite' citizen complaints and 
public safety issues as reasons for_;blat~ntly violating their own 
procedures and our human right~! 
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Haalahd/Iike a:gtd~Vlgttt{ ·:,, 
of others, has dec:ide~ tc> fil~,­
lawsuit agai.nst llie:<sFPp. ;~ 
similar lawsuit was recently 
won by a woman. who had l5 
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