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designed capacity. Prison systems in New York, Texas, 
California and the District of Columbia are experiencing 
overcrowding problems of similar magnitude. And, 
according to George J. Terwillger 111, Acting Deputy 
Attorney General: "Current overcrowding problems will 
become even more severe with the expected successes 
of the recent violent gang initiative." 

In an effort to reduce overcrowding, 
prison systems are spending the bulk of 
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Against this backdrop, prisoners with AIDS and 
other life-threatening illnesses are in need of expert and 
costly medical care, that is not available to them. Who 
pays the price? 

Jim, a prisoner diagnosed with AIDS, could have 
been any one of the federal or state prisoners trying to 
survive under these. brutal conditions. If Jim had suffered 
from kidney failure instead of AIDS at least he would 
have been guaranteed a number of years of survival with 
dialysis treatment.- The possibility of a kidney transplant 
- which could enable him to live a normal life again -
would not have been available, of course. Kidney trans­
plant programs-, like many other life-saving treatments, 
are denied prisoners solely on the basis of cost. 

The first time Jim asked the prison doctor 
assigned to his case about AZT, the doctor wanted to 
know how much it would cost to provide him with this 
medication. Don't have to worry about that - not feder­
ally approved. When the drug did become federally 
approved Jim's T4 count cell wasn't low enough to qual­
ify. 1, the harassment and isolation wasn't enough to kill 
him, the way he worried about getting medications the 
prison system . was determined he would not get wors­
ened his deteriorating health. 

"Congratulations," Jim's doctor finally told· him, as 
if he had just disoovered. a cure for AIDS! ~out T4 cell 
count has dropped from 250 to 180. We can now pre­
scribe some medication for you. Let's just hope it's not 
too toxic for your·system," said the doctor. Unfortunately, 
a couple of weeks later Jim had to discontinue-AZT ther-
apy. • 

Once off the medication his disease seemed to 
progress unabated- he wondered if the medication had 
not made his condition worse. He moped around his cell 
searching through magazines and newspapers for any bit 
of information that would po~sibly help him. -Vitamins 
and herbs help i~rove patients with AIDS,· he read. 

The doctor's response: "Oh no. We only have a 
small budget. The COST ... This isn't your local phar­
macy ... " Jim thought: Thii:;. is my lite and all he is con-

cemed about is COST!?! 11Can I buy them myself?" Jim 
asked .. "No. I wish you could, but drugs could get smug­
gled into the institution ... " said the doctor. Jim left the 
off ice looking as if he was already on his death beet 

When he heard about the new antiviral medica­
tions Jim's feet fairly flew as he headed towards the 
doctor's office. DD, what? said the doctor. ~w. Jim, you 
know we can't get you any of those new medications. 
Tiiey are not federally approved and the COST ... ~ Jim 
exited so slowly it was a .as if magnets wenM1ttachecUo 
his shoes. • .. · _. . · • ~-t,· • · • , .. , . . 

Day by day Jim's condition worsened. His T4 cell 
count to_ok dives without -resurfacing and opportunistic 
infections invaded his organs. At 2 a.m. on a cloudy and 
misty morning Jim paid the COST of being: subject to a 
dehumanizing prison health care system. 

Because Jim's family was poor and could not 
afford the COST of a funeral and having his body 
shipped home, Jim. was buried in tbe .p~n cemetery 
where he has only a--stic:k for,a ~ :hJ . -...• ;; . 

• Undoubtedly, as. this cou~ lt'illlitdlvn to the 
AIDS epidemic continues, many more· imprisoned and 
"free" people will inevitably pay the price with their lives. 
Perhaps as bodies begin to end up on the White House • 
lawn, in the Halls of, Congress, . on the bench _ of the 
Supreme Court Justices and on the steps of t_he 
Department of Justice, this country's legislators' will real­
ize that people with AIDS, their families and friends are 
paying the price that ought to be paid with- some of those 
tax dollars they can't seem to stop fighting overl 
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